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THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


THE VIEW that the building industry must produce a com- 
prehensive scheme for the training of its supervisory and execu- 
tive grades before collective training of architects and builders 
can be undertaken is expressed by Mr. T. Mitchell. p. 671 


HAYS of saving softwood in the building of houses have been 
demonstrated in an experiment carried out at Basingstoke. p. 673 


THE LATEST REVISIONS made by Mr. Basil Spence, 
ARA, in his design for Coventry Cathedral are shown on p. 677 


| PROPOSAL for abbreviated quantities for the single dwelling 
house which would reduce the cost of preparing quantities is put 
forward on p. 685 


'HE NATIONAL HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING 
COUNCIL think that it should be made illegal to re-let a 
part of a house which is separately let until a minimum standard 
of amenity is reached, according to a statement made recently 
by its chairman. p. 691 


1 RECOMMENDATION for the charging of unsubsidised rents 
for council dwellings where tenants could afford them has been 
approved by Stoke Newington Council. p. 691 


1N ADVANCE notice relating to Coronation holidays has been 
issued by the LMBA. p. 694 


RECLAIMING THE SUB-STANDARD 
HOUSE 


SAMPLE figures of the 1952 Census revealed that 45 per 

cent. of the houses in this ccuntry have no fixed baths 
and 17 per cent. no piped water. There are hundreds of 
thousands of such houses built 50 or more years ago which, 
if they continue to be neglected, will have to be written off 
as a total loss in a few years’ time. At the moment these 
houses are worth recovering because generally they are 
structurally sound. An interesting experiment is now being 
conducted by Federated Foundries, Ltd., at Croydon, to 
test the belief that it is possible to bring such houses reason- 
ably up to date at an economical cost and so give them a 
new lease of life. A terrace of six pre-1g00 sub-standard 
houses im Southsea-road has been purchased, and in these 
will be installed the basic amenities of piped hot water and 
bathing facilities, in order to find the exact cost of such 
work and to establish the financial and other implications 
for owners. and tenants. Professional advice on architectural 
and building matters is being taken, and the views of the 
private landlord and local authority officials are being 
consulted. All costs will be authenticated and full details 
of the experiment will be published when the work is com- 
pleted. 


At the moment the tenants of these houses appear to 
obtain all hot water for bathing or other purposes either from 
buckets of water heated on a gas cooker or in front of an 
open fire—both methods being primitive and expensive— 
while bathing facilities are confined to portable galvanised 
sheet-iron baths. As it is wished to provide at least the 
72 gallons of hot water a day recommended by the Simon 
report, and as economically as possible, it has been decided 
to instal a modern solid fuel appliance with back boiler in 
each of the houses. As to bathing facilities, the possible 
variations are considerable, and plans have been drawn up 
by the architects to include (1) a built-on bathroom, (2) a 
third bedroom taken for a bathroom, and (3) provision of a 
simple bath in (a) an existing bedroom and screened by 
curtains, or (5) on a landing and screened, or (c) in a kitchen 
or scullery, suitably camouflaged when not in use. 


When the work is completed the houses will be offered to 
the tenants at a price equivalent to the purchase price plus 
the cost of improvements and perhaps a small additional 
sum which the private landlord could expect as a return for 
having enhanced the value of the houses. Figures have been 
worked out to show that if a tenant now paying 12s. 3d. a 
week, inclusive of rates, chose to purchase his home and 
received a loan on a 20-year annuity basis, he would be able to 
obtain it, complete with a full bathroom and piped hot water, 
for an estimated weekly payment of no more than the rent 
he is paying for the house in its present sub-standard con- 
dition. Advantage is, of course, being taken of the provision 
made in the Housing Act, 1949, for Exchequer grants (avail- 
able to private owners as well as local authorities) to enable 
such improvements to be carried out. 


The experiment is being recorded in three booklets, the 
first of which has been issued. ‘The second, giving plans and 
details of the schemes to be used, as chosen by the tenants, 
is due for immediate publication ; while the third, showing 
the houses before and after conversion and giving details 
of costs of each scheme with the increases in rents necessary, 
together with tenants’ views and comments of specialist 
advisers and a general summing up of the experiment, will be 
published about the end of May. Copies may be obtained from 
Federated Foundries, Ltd., 4, Stratford-place, London, W1. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE NEW ARA’S 


R. James GUNN, painter, Mr. BasiL 
SPENCE, architect, and Mr. ALAN 
Durst, sculptor, were elected associates of 
the Royal Academy at a general assembly of 
academicians and associates on April 23. 
Two further painters, Mr. Anthony 
Devas, and Mr. Christopher Sanders, 
were elected on April 24. 

Mr. Spence’s election will give par- 
ticular pleasure to his brother architects. 
He is that rare being, an architect who is 
also an artist, and a sense of colour 
and composition is inherent in all his 
work. His merit has already been recog- 
nised by the Royal Scottish Academy 
which made him Associate two years 
ago ; he thus becomes the first architect 
to be a member of both Academies since 
Sir Robert Lorimer. Until recently, the 
new Associate’s work had been largely 
composed of exhibition design; he was 
adviser to the Board of Trade for the 1947 
BIF, chief architect to ‘“ Britain Can 
Make It” exhibition; to the “ Enter- 
prise Scotland’’ exhibition; to the 
Scottish Industries exhibition; and to 
the Heavy Industries exhibition, Glasgow, 
of the Festival of Britain, for which he 
also designed the ‘‘Sea and Ships” 
section on the South Bank. His archi- 
tecture includes a number of delightful 
houses ; housing schemes at Sunbury-on- 
Thames (given a Festival award) ; fisher- 
men’s cottages, Dunbar (awarded the 
Saltire Society’s award, 1952), and new 
buildings for Glasgow University. Mr. 
Spence’s latest revisions for his magnum 
opus, Coventry Cathedral, appear in this 
issue ; they show how the design has 
developed since the competition was 
decided and also something of the archi- 
tect’s gifts as an artist. This is an 
election on which the Royal Academy as 
well as Mr. Spence may be congratulated. 


LETHABY SCHOLARSHIP 


IT Is THE desire of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, 55, Great 
Ormond-street, WC1, to ensure that the 
knowledge gained from its long experience 
in the treatment and repair of old buildings 
is not last and to secure its continuance in 
the work of the younger architects. With 
this end in view, and in memory of the 
late Professor W. R. Lethaby, the Society 
awards a scholarship to enable selected 
students to study the actual repair works 
under the direction of the committee. 
The Society now wishes to make a further 
award and invites those who are interested 
to make application. 

The scholarship carries with it a 
grant of not less than £80, and is for a 
period of six months. 

The Society also announces that one 
additional scholarship is available owing 
to the generosity of a friend. The terms 
will be the same as those of the Lethaby 
Scholarship, but the donor wishes to 
encourage applications from the West 
Country. Applications for the scholar- 
ships must be received by June 8. 


CATHEDRAL APPEAL 


AN APPEAL has been launched for 
60,000 to preserve, improve and main- 
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tain Rochester Cathedral where dry rot, 
death watch beetle and erosion have all 
taken their toll. 

The significance of the Cathedral to the 
Church and the nation generally is 
clearly defined by the principal supporters 
of the appeal—the Lord Lieutenant of 
Kent, the Bishop of Rochester and the 
Mayor and Dean of the city. In the words 
of the appeal, the Cathedral has been 
maintained through trials and tribulations, 
through fire and sword. It has been 
loved and honoured by generations of 
Kentish folk, and is still as Queen Elizabeth I 
knew it, and as Charles Dickens loved it. 

Arrangements are being made _ for 
architectural and building students in 
Kent to attend lectures on the Cathedral, 
and to inspect the work of restoration as it 
progresses. 


PUBLISHER’S RETIREMENT 

Mr. W. HANNEFORD-SMITH, a director 
of B. T. Batsford, Ltd., having completed 
60 years’ service with the firm, has an- 
nounced his intention of retiring from 
active participation in its everyday affairs. 
He will, however, not be severing his 
connection with the firm as he will retain 
his directorship, and thus his specialised 
knowledge and long experience will 
continue to be available to his colleagues 
so long as his health permits. 

To commemorate his diamond jubilee 
of service with the House of Batsford, his 
fellow directors are presenting him with 
his portrait painted in oils. 

His many friends in the world of art 
and technical literature will join in wishing 
him a long and happy retirement with 
improved health. 

IAAS CORONATION BALL 

IN CELEBRATION of the Coronation, the 
Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors will hold a banquet and 
ball at Grosvenor House, W1, on May 15. 
The President, Alderman F. W. Dean, 
DL, JP, will receive the guests at 6.30 p.m. 
and the principal speaker will be Lord 
Mancroft, Lord in Waiting to the Queen. 
Tickets from the General Secretary, at 
75, Eaton-place, London, SW1, price 
2 gns. each. 


TRUSCON SCHOLARSHIP 


AN interesting and professionally 
profitable experience is in store for the 
successful applicant who receives the 
travelling scholarship offered by the 
Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. Worth 
£100, the scholarship will enable an 
associate of the RIBA to make a three 
weeks’ Continental tour. 

COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, MAY 4 

RICS.—‘“ The Valuation of Agricultural Land,’’ 
by Mr. M. F. Strutt, MC, FRICS. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF PAINTING CONTRACTORS.—Luncheon 
and annuai general meeting. Dorchester Hotel, W1. 
12.45 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 5 

RIBA.—Annual general meeting. 66, Portland- 
place, W1. 6p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 

ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT Sociery.—AGM. 66, 
Portland-place, W1. 12 noon. 

THURSDAY, MAY 7 


. MODULAR Socirty.—Discussion meeting. Royal 
Society of Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 


7.30 p.m, 
FRIDAY, MAY 8 
TOWN PLANNING INsTITUTE.—Twenty-seventh annual 
country meeting. Conference Room, Royal Pavilion 
Estate, Brighton. Continuing until May 10. 
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The winner will be accompanied by g 
member of the company’s technical staff 
awarded a similar scholarship and their 
object will be to study the use in con. 
temporary architecture of reinforced con. 
crete. 

The scholarship affords an excellent 
opportunity to someone interested in 
the subject. and there will no doubt be 
many eager to compete for it. Applicants, 
who must be under 35, should apply to 
the secretary of the company by May 15. 


AA PRESIDENCY 


AT A general meeting held on Wednesday 
evening, Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, MA, 
FRIBA, was appointed President of the 
Architectural Association for its 107th 
session commencing on June 1 next. 


ARCHITECT HONOURED 


THE TITLE of honorary Fellow of 
University College, London, has been 
conferred on Mr. Alfred C. Bossom, MP, 
FRIBA. 


MALAYAN APPOINTMENT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the 
post of Senior Architect to the 
Housing Trust, Federation of Malaya. 
The salary offered is £2,100 to £2,800 a 
vear inclusive, according to qualifications 
and experience. Details are advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 


ARCHITECT’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. HucH McMaster, ARIBA, at 
present Deputy Architect to the Yorks 
North Riding Education Committee, has 
been appointed Deputy Regional Architect 
to the Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. 


THIS BUILDING ! 


“* PLANS FOR A FACTORY for the exfolia- 
tion of vermiculite were passed by the 
Planning Committee. Exfoliated ver- 
miculite, the planners were told, was a 
breakfast food—trather like puffed wheat.” 
—Bristol Evening World. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Francis W. B. Yorke and Mr. Horace M. 
BARKER, chartered architects, have dissolved partner- 
ship. Mr. Yorke will take into partnership Mr. D- 
ROSSLYN Harper, ARIBA, and Mr. Rosert H. Harvey, 
ARIBA, and will continue in practice at 191, Corpora- 
tion-street, Birmingham, 4, and at Central Chambers, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, under the style of ‘MESSRS. 
Francis W. B. YORKE, HARPER AND Harvey. Mr. 
Barker will continue in practice on his own account at 
74, Ryland-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 1°. 

MEssRs. Cc. ENTON-SMITH AND PARTNERS, 
chartered architects and surveyors, 40, Regent-street, 
Cambridge, have opened a branch effice at 5, Lynn- 
road, Ely (Tel.: Ely 2072), where Mr. NORMAN 
RussE_L, ARIBA, will be the resident partner. . 

Mr. JoHN McLaren, BSc, ACGI, AMICE, AMIEE, 
AIAS, of 20, Dudley-road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
(Tel.: Tun. Wells 919), has set up in practice as 4 
consulting engineer specialising in architectural 
acoustics. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1553 
Saturday, April 30, 1853 


BRIGHTON.—A_ great deal of activity 
prevails in the building operations of this 
town, keeping pace with its rapidly 
increasing population. ... At the wes- 
tern extremity of the town, amid a host 
of new houses (near Cliftonville), a2 "¢w 
church in the parish of Hove is in proztess 
from the designs of Messrs. Habershon. 
... Great improvements have /2i'y 
taken place in almost every part of the 
town, and the long delayed widenins of 
the King’s-road is at last progressing °Y 
the building of a wall (similar to that on 
the Marine Parade) extending from \‘ «st- 
street to Ship-street. 
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COLLABORATIVE TRAINING OF ARCHITECTS 
AND BUILDERS : Further Views 


From Mr. Alwyn B. Waters 
To the Editor of The Builder 


ag —I have read with interest the 
leader ‘‘Getting Together” (your 
issue of April 10), and subsequent corre- 


spondence on the joint training of archi- 
tects and builders. While at first sight 
this may appear attractive, there are more 
ibjections to it than the mere difficulty 
of arranging a suitable course. The 
erection of a building is a partnership 
between the designer and constructor, 
in which each has something different 
to contribute. It is true that each partner 
should have an equal knowledge of the 
materials and technique of building, but 
hat knowledge must be influenced by the 
manner in which it is to be applied by the 
individual ; for example, the builder learns 
building construction purely as a way of 
carrying out work, and for him it is an 
end initself. For the architect the method 
of construction is a means to an end. In 
both cases the details of construction 
evolved must be efficient if the building 
is to be satisfactory, but there the resem- 
blance ends. So it is with the whole of 
the training. 

When the subject of training is con- 
sidered, it 1s usual to suggest that the 
architect should spend some time on the 
building site, to learn to appreciate the 
builder’s difficulties; but it is never 
suggested that the builder should spend 


VR. BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARSA, FRIBA, 
FRIAS, elected last week an Associate of the Royal 
Academy. (See note on facing page.) 





some time in an architect's office. It is 
customary to attribute to the architect 
all the delays and difficulties that occur in 
getting work done, and it might perhaps 
be salutary if some contractors saw the 
picture from the other side. 

My own view is that neither experiment 
has much to commend it. Obviously an 
architectural student must gain if he 
spends some time on a building site, 
although he would gain more if he devoted 
the same time to basic studies, such as the 
measuring of old buildings. This does 
not mean that I feel that architectural 
students should not have some experience 
in the handling of building materials ; 
but the place to do it is in the workshop 
and not on the site. Among the many 
useful things that technical education in 
this country has to offer to the architec- 
tural student, and one that has most 
seriously been neglected, is the service 
that can be rendered by the very excellent 
body of craft teachers who are teaching 
in our technical schools. 

It is not difficult to include in the first 
two years (particularly if designs for 
‘‘ castaways’ huts’”’ are forgotten) of a 
five-year course sufficient time for lecture 
demonstrations to be arranged and a 
certain amount of practical work carried 
out. This would enable the student at 
an early stage to see precisely how the 
materials in which he will be working 
should be handled, and this is the informa- 
on tion that the architec- 
tural student requires. 
It is of no help to a de- 
signer to know how 
many bricks a man can 
lay in a day (which 
must be one of the 
guiding thoughts of the 
contractor), but it is 
essential to know 
whether he is using 
bricks in a _ sensible 
manner to _ achieve 
effects which ‘are ap- 
propriate to the ma- 
terial. Training of this 
sort in the workshop 
gives much more in- 
dividual benefit than 
working, for example, 
on the erection of some 
small building invol- 
ving several trades, and 
incidentally is much 
more fun. If there is 
no room in the five- 
year course for work of 
this sort, then either the 
course must be extend- 
ed or something else 
left out. 

The provision of 
craft demonstrations 
would involve exten- 
sive liaison between 
the different depart- 
ments in a_ technical 
college or between a 
school of architecture 
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and a neighbouring building school, and 
this would provide a common meeting 
ground between building students and 
architectural students. 


A. B. Waters [MBE, GM, FRIBA] 
103, Old Brompton-road, SW7. 





From Mr. Thomas Mitchell 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I wish to endorse the suggestion 
put forward in the last paragraph 
of your leading article of April 10, namely, 
that there should be some collective 
training of architects and builders in 
subjects of fundamental use to both. 
There seems little doubt that nothing but 
good could come out of such a scheme 
properly applied. ‘Taking only one aspect 
of the matter, the more building technique 
is studied in common by all concerned in 
the design and erection of buildings, 
the cheaper building costs are likely to 
become. 

There is one important qualification 
which must be made, however. The 
building industry must first produce a 
comprehensive scheme for the training of 
its supervisory and executive grades. I 
stress the word “‘ comprehensive,’ because , 
of course, such training schemes within 
the industry do exist. 

It seems necessary in its own interests, 
however, that the building industry 
should decide to attract and select at the 
outset of their careers boys possessing 
character indicating potential powers of 
leadership and a standard of education 
and intelligence equal to that required 
in the professions and in industry. I 
believe that many of the larger firms do 
set about finding their future supervising 
staffs in this way and then pass their 
selected candidates through training 
schemes of their own. By and large, 
however, the building industry relies 
on its leaders emerging from the ranks of 
its tradesmen or from the sons and rela- 
tions of established master builders. No 
amount of selection from the ranks, even 
if consciously and intensively pursued as 
in the Services, can produce the type of 
supervision the building industry so 
urgently needs, and in the right numbers, 
if a basic standard of education is lacking. 
The exceptional man will always overcome 
any initial handicap but, as such men 
succeed in life irrespective of the facilities 
available, training schemes must be con- 
cerned with large numbers of average 
students. ‘These must start their tech- 
nical studies with an equal minimum 
standard of knowledge and intelligence, 
and the building industry, in my opinion, 
should pitch that minimum high. It can 
offer a career equal in interest and oppor- 
tunity to any other industry or profession, 
and there is therefore no reason why it 
should not attract its share of the best 
men available. 

All this might be said to be more the 
concern of builders than of architects, 
but that would be far from the truth. 
We are all part of the building imdustry, 
and must feel a common pride in its 
achievements and equally a common 
concern at its failings. I am tempted to 
comment on the détails of your proposal ; 
but to do so with the consideration which 
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your suggestion merits would occupy too 
much space. 

I would like to say, however, that whilst 
your criticisms of the architectural schools 
may be true enough in general, they may 
tend to give an unduly gloomy picture. 
The syllabus of the schools is due for 
overhaul, and an RIBA Committee is 
actively engaged in a review of the whole 
problem now. 

A great many employers are agreed that 
the qualified student should emerge with 
more knowledge of building practice 
than he does now. This must not, how- 
ever, be at the expense of the opportunities 
for imaginative thinking which the schools 
offer. The architectural profession has 
nothing to be ashamed about in the 
achievements of its educational system to 
date. 

T. Mitcuer [BSc, ARIBA]. 

20, Bedford-square, WC1. 


From Mr. Arthur J. Willis 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your leading article of April 10, 
and the subsequent correspondence 
published, remind me that a year or two 
ago I had reason to make some research 
into architectural education. I made 
certain suggestions to one of the Schools, 
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which I think were mostly appreciated, 
but there was an ominous silence in 
regard to one of the proposals ! 

I suggested (being miles away myself, I 
could not be accused of personal interest) 
that the lectures on Specifications and 
part of the course on Professional Practice 
should be taken by a quantity surveyor, 
not an architect. Mr. Woodbine Parish 
has mentioned the co-operation of sur- 
veyors, and perhaps this might be a 
suggestion worth considering, if such co- 
operation materialises. I feel sure that 
there are quantity surveyors wno do not 
focus their lives on profit, but believe 
that they are in this world to be of some 
use to their fellow-beings. 

The attitude of some architects on 
administrative matters—which one has 
heard expressed as “‘ Oh, I leave all that 
to my quantity surveyor! ’’—is not good 
enough. The architect is entrusted by 
his client with the management of sub- 
stantial expenditure ; he is trusted by the 
builder to interpret fairly a contract 
with its unknown consequences. It is, 
therefore, his duty to accept his responsi- 
bility and train himself both in efficient 
administration and judicial thinking. It 
may be that quantity surveyors can help. 

ARTHUR J. Wiis [FRICS]. 

41-42, Parliament-street, SW1. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


CLERKS OF WORKS’ FUNCTIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I express my sincere thanks 
for Mr. Norman P. Greig’s views on 
“Some Aspects of Building Contracts ’’ ; 
this series contains very good information 
for the younger members in the profession 
to keep and tabulate, as I do, with every 
issue of The Builder. But I must admit 
that the storing of your publications does 
take up a lot of office space. Such infor- 
mation is valuable and more necessary 
to the practitioner than the publication 
of photographs of buildings which I 
skip and consider occupy much essential 
reading space. 


Your correspondent, Mr. H. E. Camp- 
bell, in your last issue has interpreted 
Mr. Greig’s views wrongly. He should 
read Article 4 with care, and should not 
make his criticism a reason for promoting 
the status of clerks of works. He should 
also know that since 1938 an architect 
is not permitted to delegate his duties to a 
clerk of works not in his immediate employ, 
or to a person not an architect. 


The first clerk of works whose existence 
is known to me was Eustace Marshall, 
of London and Oxford, in 1522. Previous 
to that year they were not termed clerks of 
works. I have a list of Marshall’s works, 
for he also acted as architect, and some of 
his works still remain. "The architect who 
followed and made additions to Marshall’s 
works was Sir Christopher Wren, a fact 
which should be regarded as an honour 
by all clerk of works, as Marshall’s 
works are considered some of the most 
beautiful examples of architecture known 
in this country. It may also be considered 
unfair and unfortunate that, since 1938, 
clerks of works are not permitted to perform 


the duties of architect, though architects 
may fulfil the posts of clerks of works. 
W. MAcDONALD. 
16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am afraid that logic is missing 
from the argument developed by my 
friend, Mr. Campbell, in your issue of 
April 24. The description of the function 
of a clerk of works by Mr. Norman P. 
Greig in ‘‘Some Aspects of Building 
Contracts—4’”’ defines the position of a 
clerk of works as an inspector, and as such 
his jurisdiction is limited. In fact, Mr. 
Greig adds that he must not usurp any 
function of the architect ; in other words, 
he must do as he is told and only by 
the authority of the architect and under 
clause 1, RIBA Standard form, can he 
inspect and carry on, subject to the 
instruction of the architect. 


Taking a hypothetical case, the specifica- 
tion calls for a certain mix of mortar for 
laying bricks. Assuming that this mix- 
ture is not what the clerk of works thinks 
right, can he have it made stronger or 
it may be even weaker and, by a mere 
reference to the builder, alter the formula ? 
My view is emphatically No; any varia- 
tion is the prerogative of the architect, 
or the building owner through the office 
of the architect. The cases cited— 
Leicester Guardians v. Trollope and Lee 
v. Bateman—are a clear indication that a 
clerk of works has an authority within the 
meaning of the contract and as such is 
under the architect. 


The view I hold is that a code of con- 


duct should be formulated by the archi-- 


tect in a concise manner, stating the 
authority vested in the clerk of works’ 
office. Clause 8 of the RIBA Standard 
form is archaic, and in the light of present- 
day knowledge should be revised, so that 








““We liked your prefabs, 
and we certainly enjoyed 
your salesman !”’ 





the office of a clerk of works is compatible 
with that of the architect, particularly in 
relation to work on the site. All those 
specially interested should press for some 
reform in this direction but, whatever is 
suggested, absolute fower must remain 
vested in the architect. 
G. W. Harris. 
[ Hon. Fettow ICW.] 
43, Leopold-road, NW10. 


RIBA FORM : FLUCTUATION 
CLAUSE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In reference to the RIBA form of 

contract adapted for the use of local 

authorities, I should be grateful for 
comments on the following : 

(a) It has been held that the Fluctua- 
tions Clause 25A applies also to the 
accounts of nominated sub-contractors and 
nominated suppliers, resulting in the 
dissection of all price fluctuation items 
to be reimbursed net only to the main 
contractor, without addition of either 
profit or cash discount to which he would 
be entitled in respect of other items. | 
suggest that Clause 25A contains no word 
of application to either nominated sub- 
contractors’ or mominated suppliers 
accounts. 

(6) It is a common practice to incorpor- 
ate in the Preliminaries of the Bill of 
Quantities a clause (sometimes priced as 
high as 1 per cent. of the total contract 
amount) providing for the contractor, 
after the signing of the contract, to enter 
into a bond “in a sum equal to — per 
cent. of the amount of the tender for the 
due performance of the contract, «'. 
As no reference to this is made in the fo°™ 
of contract, has the employer any pow«' '° 
enforce this? | What would be ‘¢ 
position if a contractor refused to ©n''" 
into such a bond? Could he be depris: 
of any benefit under the contract ©\:" 
to the extent of an omission of any p"< 
placed against the item in the Bill ? 

S. E. LAWLEs- 

27, Prescot-road, Exeter. 
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A terrace of houses. 


HOUSES THAT SAVE SOFTWOOD 


Ministry of Housing Demonstration Scheme, Basingstoke 


\ PRACTICAL demonstration of building 

houses with less softwood is described 
in a booklet* just published. The demonstra- 
tion has been undertaken on the instructions 
of Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, and Mr. 
David Eccles, Minister of Works, in order 
to show that, if the need should arise, good 
houses can be built at a relatively small 
extra cost using less softwood. 

The experiments were begun some months 
ago on a Ministry of Supply site at Basing- 
stoke by a team under the leadership of 
Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, at a time when it was doubtful 
whether enough foreign currency could be 
spared from more urgent needs to import 
all the softwood required for the expanding 
housing programme. In a joint foreword to 
the booklet Mr. Macmillan and Mr. Eccles 
say that, although at the moment the im- 

roved financial and economic condition of 
Great Britain and the better state of our 





Houses that Save Softwood.”” H.M. Stationery 
price ls. 6d. 


Hardwood lining and architrave 
to doors. 








Prestressed concrete first-floor joists 
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balance of payments allow a good importa- 
tion of softwood timber, they are determined 
that, whatever may be the situation, housing 
shall not be held back by lack of prepared- 
ness. They ask local authorities and builders 
to study the experiments and, if they will, 
to improve upon them. 

The introduction to the booklet, which 
stresses that the investigation was carried out 
as a precautionary measure, points out that 
most of the timber used in Britain’s house- 
building has to be imported and paid for 
in foreign currency, and that a large part 
of the softwood comes from North Americd. 

“The ability to build houses with less 
softwood (or with none at all), if the need 
should arise, would be worth a great deal 
to the national economy,” says the booklet. 
“ But this means new methods of housebuild- 
ing, and new methods take time to perfect 
and develop. Houses have to be comfort- 
able and they have to be weatherproof; they 
have to be warm and they have to be strong. 
How far alternative materials can give these 
qualities can only be judged by experience. 
Also many people want to see the results of 
using new methods before accepting them. 

“ Accordingly the two Ministers set their 
technicians to work on a practical demon- 








A 35-deg. pitch roof constructed 
in hardwood. 
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stration of building houses with less soft- 
wood. These houses are not ‘timberless’ 
houses, nor is it suggested that under normal 
conditions houses should be built without 
any softwood. The aim is to show what 
alternative materials are at hand and in what 
part of the house they can be used. The 
methods chosen are not the only ones; they 
are just a selection to show the possibilities, 
and the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government is asking local authorities to 
consider trying out these and similar methods 
so that in this way they can gain, and learn 
by, experience.” 

The new methods and materials described 
are practical and can be used by any builder 
without the aid of special plant or specialist 
sub-contractors. At present most of them 
cost a little more than softwood, but with 
greater use the cost might well drop. In 
fact, some of them make it possible to build 
more quickly. 

Instead of softwood a wide variety of 
other materials has been used. Joists have 
been made of prestressed concrete—entirely 
from home-produced materials; and for most 
internal joinery hardwood from the Colonies 
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and Commonwealth can be used. There has 
been no need to look for novel and untried 
materials, and all those used are already 
generally available. Care has been taken 
to avoid excessive use of any one material 
and to keep costs as low as possible. 

The main part of the booklet is devoted 
to a detailed description of each of eight 
demonstration houses which have been built 
at Basingstoke. Four are brick-built, three- 
bedroom, five-person houses with a single 
pitch or “ penthouse ” roof. The other four 
are of New Tradition construction and com- 
prise a terrace of three three-bedroom houses 
and one two-bedroom house. 





The houses illustrated—at Sherborne-road, 
Basingstoke—are open to inspection by local 
authorities and others until May 29 (10 a.m. 
to 4.30 p.m., Mondays to Fridays). Other 
houses of similar type will be available for 
inspection at: Mount Pleasant, West Pont- 
newydd, Cwmbran, Mon. (June 8-July 3); 
Crawford-avenue, Peterlee, Co. Durham 
(May 6 to May 29); and Area 18 North, 
Mark Hall South, Harlow (June 10 to July 3). 





Playground Equipment 


St. Pancras Borough Council’s 
Imaginative Experiment 


F any of my readers should not know Dan 
Dare, front-page hero of our respected 
contemporary The Eagle, may I respect- 
fully suggest that they ought to: par- 
ticularly if they are, or expect to be, 
parents—in which case they will jolly 
well have to, unless their children are 
abnormally whimsy little horrors. 

In that thrilling home-produced counter- 
blast to the American “‘ comic,”’ for which 
so much is blamed by the child psycholo- 
gist, the dashing Dare leads the juvenile 
escapist outside the mere earth’s attraction 
into the realms of interplanetary space— 
a Brave New Cosmos which seems to be 
the stamping-ground of to-day’s younger 
generation—and how they can stamp ! 

However wistfully we may regret the 
growing up of Peter Pan, endeared to our 
generation by Barrie rather (one gathers 
from reports) than Disney, this is an age 
of realism—or rather surrealism—in which 
Never Never Lands have given place to 
equally uncharted Interstellar Space for 
the private play and fantasy of our young 
when we are not looking. 

That fantasy, no less than our own 
escapism and relaxation, must be catered 
for in any enlightened community. To 
put it at its lowest and grimmest, the toll 
of the roads alone should be enough to 
prove the need to keep children off the 
streets and, as was pointed out in a leading 
article here last summer, the need to 
close streets to traffic in order to make 
playgrounds is an ironic—and defeatist— 
commentary on the times we live in. 

But more than safety and civic sense 
are at issue. It does not need the social 
scientist and child psychologist to persuade 
us of the need for legitimate outlet for the 
spirit of adventure in the young, whose 
vivid imagination must be catered for in a 
spirit no less imaginative and uninhibited, 
and probably children themselves would 
be the best designers of playgrounds were 
it not for the tiresome practical and 
economic censiderations which are apt 
to obtrude in such enterprises. 


« 


The traditional or “ municipal ’’ play- 
ground commonly falls far short of the 
ideal arrangement from the child’s point 
of view as well as our own, if we are human 
and care for our surroundings. It is 
too often a desert of asphalt or dispirited 
grass, furnished with cumbersome cast- 
iron contraptions more suggestive of 
instruments of torture or punishment 
than of play and enjoyment—and, sadly, 
so they sometimes prove to be in the 
physical sense. Nor does the “ official ”’ 
mind flex easily to such intensely human 
problems, and when it creakingly unbends, 
and fun and games are the official order 
of the day, the effect is apt to be even more 
gruesome. 

The more credit is therefore due to 
the Borough of St. Pancras for an imagina- 
tive and warm-hearted experiment, to 
which we referred recently in these 
pages, and of the results of which, in the 
form of sketch designs, we have been 
allowed an unofficial preview. 

Part of a Regent’s Park site known as 
Cumberland Market is to be given over 
to the construction and equipment of a 
children’s playground of a realistic—and 
in this context that is to say boldly un- 
realistic—character. If the result is not 
exactly what the children would have 
made for themselves, it is not for want 
of trying and good will, for St. Pancras 
has invited suggestions and designs from 
architects, sculptors and others who, 
like them, seem to be gifted with unusual 
insight into the minds and imagination of 
children. ‘The selection from them by the 
Gardens Sub-Committee for recommenda- 
tion to the Council shows a fine and 
enterprising sense of adventure and fitness 
for purpose on which all concerned are 
to be congratulated. 

CONCRETE “ SPACE-SHIP” 

They include an ambitious piece of 
miniature landscaping combining a “‘ walk- 
ing-wall ’’ with stepping-stones like giant 
golf-tees crossing a water-hazard (though 
is not the thrill of wall-walking the fact 
that it is usually forbidden and danger- 
ous ?); a real fallen tree, offering good 
““cover’’ in an emergency and endless 
possibilities to boundless inventiveness, 
in juxta-position with a more conventional 
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climbing-frame, slide and horizontal 
ladder ; giant concrete “ faces” with 
Moore-esque holes for the Passage of 
gangsters, cowboys or battle-platoons to 
taste, no doubt under withering fire - 
the deck of a steamer with authentic if 
stylised detail; and, last but not least 
the concrete “‘ space-ship ” which prompts 
our opening paragraphs, complete with 
crawl-tunnel, eerily poised in a lunar 
landscape and ready at any moment to 
disgorge unearthly Martian figures from 
every observation-port. This should 
save homes from a ceftain amount of 
nuclear fission in the china and _ glass 
department ! 

For the more matter-of-fact young 
commando, there are climbing-frames and 
other gymnastic appointments, and for 
the more “ organised ’’ young athlete a 
gay and colourful “ ringball ”’ contraption 
apparently combining the principles of 
net- and stool-ball. 

In all, this seems just about what the 
doctor, or at any rate the child psycholo- 
gist, ordered—not to speak of harassed 
parents with small homes. It will be a 
sour and introspective brat indeed who 
does not find it all very much to his taste. 
But for us dull and unimportant grown- 
ups there is a quite incidental but interest- 
ing point involved, of which the St. 
Pancras Borough Council may not have 
been aware, though some of the designers’ 
essays suggest that the point has been 
seized. It is that perhaps here at last is 
the proper place for some of the more 
extreme manifestations of the current 
artistic idiom which have so far failed to 
find acceptance when they purport to 
represent something which should be 
“like ’’ something else. Much can be 
forgiven abstract art if it can be given 
evident functional as well as emotional 
purpose, and, provided they work, the 
most abstruse design idioms will be 
“OK” with the young. Well-designed 
climbing-frames look uncommonly like 
the space-frames dear to the more solemn 
intellectual : the tunnelled look of much 
modern sculpture has, we confess, always 
beckoned even such rheumaticky speleo- 
logists as ourselves—and at Cumberland 
Market they will demand permitted 
exploration. 

And dare we suggest (but only in a 
whisper) that some of the spidery con- 
fections St. Pancras Borough Council 
proposes will be the means of emotional 
escape for the Unknown Child-psycholo- 
gical Prisoner ? 

Bast Marriott. 





Over 100 designs were received, 
the following nine of which have 
been adopted for incorporation in the 
Cumberland Market Playground :— 

(a) Ringball, B. C. Thompson, Cum- 
carn, Mon.; (6) Stylised model ship, 
(c) small-scale climbing ground, and (¢) 
horizontal ladder, Lunn and de Saul'es, 
London, N2; (e) walking wall, Alex ©. 
Aikman, Lincoln ; (f) stepping stones, 
J. K. Wakelin, Wembley ; (g) play scu'p- 
ture (space ship), F. Darnell, London, 
NW1; (A) tubular steel climbing frames, 
A. C. Bishop, Chaddesden, Derby ; 
(i) concrete figure, Michael James, >‘- 
John’s Wood, NWS8. 
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HATEVER the opinions (and there are several) 
as to what constitutes the best prospect of 
London, there can be none as to the interest of the 
panorama which may be gained on a fine day from 
Primrose Hill, scene of duels, stump oratory, firework 
displays and indignation meetings—even (though not 
in the last century) of the wild primrose. Nearly 
50 years ago an indexed dial of the various buildings 
which could be seen from the top was erected, but 
this was an early casualty of the 1939-45 war. 

By a singularly happy thought, Mr. Arthur Kenyon, 
CBE, FRIBA, DistTP, MTPI, has, in this Coronation 
year, presented a new “‘ view indicator’? which he 
has himself designed, by which on a clear day can be 
identified a whole range of notable London structures 
from the old Caledonian Market to the east to the 
Albert Hall in the south-west. Hand-carved in solid 
aluminium by Messrs. Starkie Gardner, the dial is 
a beautiful example of the craftsman’s art. The 
Clipsham stone pedestal, executed by Messrs. Anselm 
Odling, bears the royal cipher on one face and the 
donor’s name on the other. 


A VIEW INDICATOR, 
PRIMROSE HILL, : NW 
Designed by the Donor, 


ARTHUR KENYON, CBE, 
FRIBA, DistTP, MTPI 


The indicator was unveiled on April 24, in the 
presence of a large company, by the Minister of 
Works (Mr. David Eccles, MP), who thanked Mr. 
Kenyon for his gift which would be “a fine service 
to fellow Londoners, and one which would give much 
pleasure. We sometimes get bright ideas put up to 
us at the Ministry,’”’ continued Mr. Eccles, “ but 
when we get a good idea accompanied by a generous 
donor—why, we throw our arms round his neck!” 
There was a further proposal to erect a Belvedere 
just behind the indicator, to plans by Mr. G. A. 
Jellicoe, FRIBA (added the Miu£nister), and if another 
donor could be found to help, it would go up all the 
quicker ! 

The Minister was thanked by Mr. Henry Brooke, 
MP for Hampstead, who witnessed the installation 
of the original dial, and who expressed the hope that 
attention might be given to some of the commemora- 
tive trees already planted on Primrose Hill. 

One of the first visitors was Mr. Robinson, who 
was one of the workmen who set the original dial on 
the top of the hill in 1904. 
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BOOK 


.",. Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


L 





ENGLISH ARCHITECTURE SINCE THE REGENCY : 
AN INTERPRETATION. By H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel. Pp. 296, illustrated. (London: 
Constable and Co.) 25s. net. 


PROBABLY no man living possesses a 

more encyclopedic knowledge of 
Victorian architecture than the author of 
this book, and the very extent of his know- 
ledge of architectural byways and backwoods- 
men makes any reviewer hesitant to assess 
his new work. However, here it is: a course 
of lectures delivered as Slade Professor of 
Fine Art nearly twenty years ago, now bound 
in stiff covers and offered to the public in 
book form. One wonders what sort of 
people constituted his audience at Oxford 
in 1934, and what they made of it all as 
his nimble fancy gambolled and darted 
around those whiskered and worthy Vic- 
torian architects, with many a subtle quip 
and recondite allusion. How many illustra- 
tions did he concede to his hearers at each 
lecture ? Presumably far more than the fifty 
produced in this book, for a great number 
of buildings are mentioned. Most of all, 
one wonders how he would have modified 
those lectures if he had to deliver them for 
the first time in 1953 instead of 1934, for 
quite a lot has happened in the last twenty 
years, and it finds no place in these pages. 
The introduction and Chapter I deal with 
the period 1820-37; the next six chapters are 
concerned with the Victorians; Chapter VIII 
covers the brief Edwardian decade; and the 
last two chapters are practically limited to 
architectural history between 1911 and 1934. 
So the title should have been “English 
Architecture from George IV to George V,” 
or something similar. 


The style of writing is sprightly, highly 
sophisticated and highly seasoned. Few other 
authors would have had the temerity to un- 
earth or invent such words as “ aestheticise,” 
“ stylism,” “ provenience,” “ grecianisation,” 


“ castellisation,” ‘“ symmetrician,” “ unstom- 
achable,” * sylleptically,” “ archaise,” 
“ architecturalism ” and—very neat— 


“Lethabitic.” Let us hope that the virgins 
of North Oxford appreciated the aptness of 
these polysyllabic and home-made neolo- 
gisms. One must assume that it is for the 
benefit of amateur readers rather than for 
erchitectural students that the learned author 
has indulged his puckish humour in devising 
a caption or slogan for every one of his 
fifty plates. (Incidentally, these highly 
imaginative and witty captions are printed 
in type disproportionately Jarge for the often 
delicate drawings above them.) Some of 
them will delight the ghosts of departed 
architects; Bentley’s ghost, for example, must 
be charmed to find his church at Watford 
crisply summarised as “ Perfection,” that the 
ghosts of Messrs. Smith and Brewer may 
feel rather less enthusiastic about “ Common 
Sense” as a label for their fine facade of 
Heal’s premises in Tottenham Court-road. 
Brodrick’s shade will probably be flattered 
by “Municipal Magnificence” for Leeds 
Town Hall, but Norman Shaw’s ghost will 
hardly know what to feel about “ Magic ° 
applied to his many-gabled house, Grim’s 
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Dyke. The still living designers of London 
Transport Headquarters at Westminster and 
the Royal Horticultural Hall should have no 
fault to find with “Power” and “ Skill in 
Simplicity” respectively. Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel will have his little joke, but most 
architectural readers would prefer to see the 
designer's name under each _ illustration: 
true, they can find it by rummaging in the 
index when they have learnt the trick. 


All through the text one comes across 
entertaining sallies and asides, sometimes 
easily understood, sometimes obscure. “ Bric- 
4-brac” is certainly a clever label for the 
late-Victorian post-Gothic phase, but “The 
Morning After” is a curious title for a chap- 
ter which includes C. F. A. Voysey, whose 
work is accurately if not very sympathetic- 
ally described. The Edwardian designers 
of public buildings receive rather severe 
handling. There is no mention of the PLA 
building in London. Rickards is hailed as 
a genius without any reference by name to 
his partner, that great architect, H. V. Lan- 
chester. The “new” Regent- street is “a 
horror.” The Bank of England has under- 
gone “a savage pogrom.” The work of 
Mewés and Davis (“the design of a Parisian 
architect’), viz., the Morning Post offices, 
the Ritz Hotel and the Royal Automobile 
Club, is highly praised; as are Curtis Green’s 
Stratton House and Westminster Bank in 
Piccadilly. The new University Library ct 
Cambridge “was arising in a curious form 
which was watched with mingled hope and 
anxiety ” (i.e., in 1934), but the New Bodleian 
was not in time to receive its award. 


The author does not consider that Mac- 
kintosh and Walton were “ disregarded clair- 
voyants,” or that Lethaby’s “strange build- 
ings ” were of any importance compared with 
his theories. The last chapter on “The 
Preferment of Engineering” will doubtless 
annoy the young of to-day, but all readers 
will enjoy the masterly and mischievous 
study of the Victorian Gothic Revival. Mr. 
Goodhart-Rendel restates and justifies his 
belief that Gothic never died entirely be- 
tween 1550 and 1750, makes the point that 
its revival was “nationalist” rather than 
“literary,” is almost uniformly contemptu- 
ous of Sir Gilbert Scott (though quite wrong 
in stating that he was “Lord Grimthorpe’s 
god’) and says of one of Scott’s buildings 
that “everything in it was of the best except 
the architecture,” calls Butterfield “a 
“ coarse-grained genius ” but swallows Keble 
Chapel whole, writes fully and dispassion- 
ately of Pugin and Street, makes out a case 
for Waterhouse but does not allude to his 
three Northern universities, says that Burges’ 
work was essentially French and that Bod- 
ley’s was “ sensitive and fastidious.” Apart 
from these “ Goths,” Collcutt gets a good 
mark and T. G. Jackson does not. The 
authorship of Old Waterloo Bridge is ques- 
tioned, and Joseph Paxton is now revealed 
as having copied Mentmore from Wollaton 
Hall, a fact which will create a slight dent 
in his present halo. 


Only Mr. Goodhart-Rendel could have 
pictured the Medieval Court of the 1851 
Exhibition as containing “almost everything 
that may, since our earliest recollections, 
have embittered our experience of church- 
going.” One wonders if he is also the actual 
begetter of his priceless description of the 
picturesque cottage orné phase as “ the fret- 
work and earwig style,” which is perhaps the 
most humorous item in a whimsical, brilliant 
learned and illuminating book. : 


M. S. B. 
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OBITUARY 


DUDLEY HARBRON, FRip4 


THE DEATH has taken place in Hull of 
Mr. Dudley Harbron, FRIBA, architect 
and scholarly author of books on the 
Victorian architectural era, of which 
“‘ Amphion, or the Nineteenth Century” 
(1930) and “The Conscious Stone ”— 
a biography of Edward William (Godwin 
(1949) were best known. 

Born in 1880, George Dudley Harbron 
was articled to Smith, Brodrick and 
Lowther, of Hull, and also studied a 
King’s College, London. For a time he 
was assistant to H. M. Fletcher before 
returning to Hull where he carried on a 
practice largely local in character, design- 
ing printing works and other mdustrial 
buildings, some hotels, shops and houses, 
It was as a writer that he made his name, 
his first published book being “ Swan 
Songs.” He contributed regularly to 
The Builder and literary weeklies such as 
The Nation and the Westminster Gazette. 
“‘ Amphion, or the Nineteenth Century ” 
first appeared in the pages of Architecture 
in 1926-27. His masterpiece undoubtedly 
was “The Conscious Stone ’—oddly 
titled, but a brilliant study of one of the 
most versatile and complex characters of 
the later Victorian age. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


ONE- OR TWO-STOREY HOUSE 


Tue ‘“‘ News Chronicle ” has announced 
the five winners in its competition for the 
design of a one- or two-storey house 
within 1,000 sq. ft. at a cost of 50s. per 
super foot. They are as follows : 


Messrs. Brian Smith, ARIBA, Winch- 
more Hill, N21; John F. Bruckland, 
ARIBA, Edmonton, N18 (two-storey 
house) ; Andrew Jackson, East Kilbride, 
Lanarkshire ; John and Kaethe Morton, 
Wallingford, Berks; and Herbert Morel, 
ARIBA, Sidcup, Kent (one-storey). 


These winners were selected as being 
the five best in the competition. ‘l‘here is 
no particular order of merit. 

In all, 527 designs were assessed (166 
for one-storey houses and 361 for two- 
storey houses). 

In addition to the winning designs, five 
specially commissioned designs have been 
prepared for the ‘“ News Chronicle” by 
the following architects: Judith ©. 
Ledeboer, ARIBA ; Brian Peake, / RIBA; 
John Grey, FRIBA; Henry Braddock, 
ARIBA ; and Grenfell Baines, A!t/BA. 


SWIMMING BATH, WINDSOR 

WINbDsOoR CoRPORATION is contemplating @ 
competition for plans for a new closed 
swimming bath to cost not more than £55,000- 
The winner will get estimated ‘ee and 
premium money amounting to £3,500, and 
in the event of the project being 2! «ndoned 
a fee of £825. Second and third prizes will 
total £400. 


NEW PRESIDENT SIA 


Mr. AsHLEY Havinpen, OBE, XDI, 
FSIA, FRSA, FIPA, has been elected 
President of the Society of Industrial 
Artists, the professional organisa" ©! 
industrial designers in Britain, in *'¢°¢ 
sion to Mr. Lynton Lamb. 
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Drawn by Basil Spence 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
The Revised Scheme 


BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA, FRIAS, ARCHITECT 


IME for reflection and, if necessary, change of 


thought and intention is a boon to the creative 
artist whose designs are to be realised in three 
dimensions—particularly to the designer of a great 
cathedral, which is expected to reflect fully not 
only the spiritual but the aesthetic aspirations of 
its time. Mr. Basil Spence has taken advantage of 
the period which has elapsed since the holding of 
the Coventry Cathedral competition to ponder over 


his remarkable winning design and to revise some 
of its features. 

Those who have followed the trend of the archi- 
tect’s thought as revealed in the fine model exhibited 
at the Royal Academy last year and in a number of 
perspective and other drawings will recall several 
changes of varying importance including, first of 
all, the extension of the “ west’’-end porch up to 
the full height of the internal concrete vault, to 
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make a stronger link between the 
new and the old; the development 
of a paved area on the Priory-street 
side ; the slight modification of the 
Chapel of Unity and the cutting 
out of the windows behind it on the 
main cathedral wall ; and the intro- 
duction of a tall, slender fléche to 
mark the cathedral from a distance. 
Later a large glass screen was pro- 
posed at the “ west”’ end to afford 
a view down the length of the 
cathedral towards a tapestry to be 
designed by Mr. Graham Suther- 
land, and the original quadripartite 
treatment of the nave vaulting was 
changed to lamella construction 
and the ridge of the roof made 
level. Other external changes in- 
cluded the elimination of the rusti- 
cated base and the shaping of the 
outer walls to a= slight parabolix 
curve, narrowing towards the “‘east.”’ 

After further careful study, Mr. 
Spence has decided on some further 
changes, which are shown in the 
accompanying illustrations. The 
interior perspective and the longitu- 
dinal section illustrate the most 
drastic alterations to the original 
plans, which include the elimination 
of the tapestry wall, giving an 
extra 40 ft. to the vista and allowing 
better expression to the altar. It 
will be noted, too, that the lamella 
vaulting, which was formerly plain, 
is now coffered to give a pattern of 
light and shade and a sense of depth 
which was lacking in the _ earlier 
design. "The drawing of the porch 
as seen from the ruins shows the 
new dignity given to this feature, 
while the other drawing, of the new 
‘east’? end seen over the municipal 
car park, compared with the model 
shows a considerable decrease in 
the height of the windows and a 
corresponding increase in the solid 
walling above, with its immense 
cross. 

The plan pulls all the alterations 
together and shows the revised 
arrangement for the Christian Ser- 
vice Centre, which is much simpler 
than in the competition design ; 
the elevational treatment, too, has 
been improved. In making these 
changes, Mr. Spence has had in 
mind the importance of the old 
tower and spire when seen from 
the north, and in fact the whole 
composition of the new cathedral 1s 
conceived in relation to the ancient 
ruins and to produce a harmonious 
grouping and inter-relation of new 
and old. The contract for the 
preservation of the stonework of 
the ruins has been placed with 
Messrs. J. R. Deacon, Ltd., of 
Lichfield. A contract for the stone- 
work of the new building will 
shortly be placed. 

Clearly, the design of the new 
cathedral is a living thing, growing, 
developing and, as many will think, 
improving in the mind of the 
architect. All will wish him a trium- 
phant conclusion to his labours. 
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General view of the scheme. 


‘“ NO-FINES” FLATS AT TILE CROSS, BIRMINGHAM 


Architects : 
H. ¥. MANZONI, CBE, MICE, CITY ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, FRIBA, CITY ARCHITECT 
D. H. DAVIES, FRIBA, MTPI, HOUSING ARCHITECT 


Builders : 
GEORGE WIMPEY & CoO., LTD. 


HIS block of six-storey flats, erected for the 
Birmingham Corporation, will be officially 
opened by the Lord Mayor on May 5. It is the 
first scheme of multi-storey housing in Birmingham 
to which the Wimpey “ No-Fines” method of 
construction has been applied. 

The word ‘‘ No-Fines”’ means that all sand and 
fine stones are omitted from the aggregate so that the 
wall is cellular in construction. The still air trapped 
in the voids of such a wall gives it good thermal 
insulation, and, in addition, these voids prevent the 
wall becoming damp by the process of capillary 
attraction. 

The fundamental factor that led to the develop- 
ment of the Wimpey “ No-Fines”’ technique was 


the appreciation of the fact that the omission of the 
fines from ‘‘ No-Fines’’ concrete avoided the 
hydrostatic pressures of normal dense concrete, and 
in addition the even grading prevented the disinte- 
gration of the mix when poured from a height. 


The perception of these two facts immediately 
make possible the use of large-size shutter units to 
the extent that now quite often shutters 60 ft. long 
are handled as one piece, and in other cases 25 ft 
high, poured from the top. 


The lesser pressures these shutters have to with- 
stand, together with the absence of slurry in the con- 
crete, has allowed the adoption of open mesh facing 
on light timber framing. 

















Numerous devices have, of course, been incor- 
porated for the successful pouring of the “ No- 
Fines ’’ under windows, etc., and tolerances allowed 
for the successful withdrawal of the shuttering. 
Special plant has been selected and Cesigned to 
allow the mechanised handling of the shuttering and 
scaffold platforms. 

Up to three-storey structures, the buildings are 
poured at one operation, the walls being load bearing. 
Four-storey flats are poured in two operations, using 
the intermediate floor as diaphragm bracing allowing 
the walls still to remain load bearing. Buildings 
with a greater height than four storeys have a 


reinforced concrete frame introduced. 


The application of ‘ No-Fines”’ construction 
to the building of multi-storey housing was the 
direct result of a request from the Birmingham 
Corporation. 

The scheme here illustrated has a clover-leaf 
plan and has been built as tower blocks. The con- 
tractors are already collaborating with a number of 
other authorities in the design of multi-storey housing 


covering blocks between six and eleven storeys high. 
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Apart from such specialised schemes, they have 
prepared two basic designs, illustrated here. Type 
600 is a maisonette and type 601 a flat, both designs 
being intended for blocks eight storeys high and 
taking maximum advantage of the lifts and staircase 


escape requirements. 


It should be appreciated that in most cases the 
blocks would have to be regrouped to fit the actual 
sites available, taking due regard to a: pect, contours 
and access. The maisonettes are a_ particularly 
interesting development, for not only do they 
produce the maximum efficiency from the lifts and 
reduce the extent of the noise insulation required 
for the floors, but the specd of construction should 
also be greater, since they can be poured two storeys 
at one time. 


"4 


These basic designs for both maisonettes and flats 
are planned to allow open fireplaces, but they can 
be amended for those authorities preferring central 
heating. Arrangements are incorporated for refuse 
chutes and clothes-drying. ‘The contractors have 
concentrated on two-bedroom dwellings for multi- 


storey accommodation, since most authorities prefer 
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The layout. 
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TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN 


Typical floor plan. 
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TYPICAL LOWER FLOOR PLAN 








TYPICAL UPPER FLOOR PLAN 


Plans of typical maisonette (type 600). 


to provide houses for those families in need of 


three bedrooms and a garden. 

The Continental-type tower crane used on this 
contract is of particular interest since, it is claimed, 
it is the first time that this type has been used 
It is a 
CACL-Jules Weitz Type 45 Mono Tower made 


for constructional purposes in this country. 


by Chantiers et Ateliers de Construction de Lyon, 
France, and is marketed in this country by Machinery 
(Continental), Ltd., of Knightsbridge, London. It is 
of the general type now extensively used on the 
Continent for constructional work. 

As used on the six-storey flats, it has a fixed 
horizontal jib with traversing saddle, though it can 
be supplied with a lifting jib. Its big advantage is 
that in spite of its size it 1s self-erecting and, travelling 
on rails under its own power, can readily move from 
block to block as required. 

All electric, it can execute all motions simul- 
hoist, slew, 


taneously if required—viz., traverse 


saddle and travel. 
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Plan of typical jlat (type 601). 


As erected the height under the hook is 98 ft. 6 in. 
With an additional mast section this can be increased 
to a maximum of 112 ft. ro in. By removing one or 
two sections the height can be correspondingly 


reduced. 


Following is a list of the principal sub-contractors 
and suppliers : 


Sub-contractors.—Heating and hot water installation, 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., Birmingham, 3 ; plumbing 
and secondary hot water, W. Armstrong, Ltd., Birmingham, 
6 ; electrical installation, Dale Electrical Engineering Co., 
L.td., Birmingham, 4; glazing, Hill Bros. Glass Co., 
Birmingham, 19; asphalt tanking and roofing, Genera! 
Asphalt Co. ; 
Ltd., Middx. - passenger lifts and ash hoist, Hammond 
and Champness, Ltd. ; 


precast concrete floors and roofs, Concrete, 


cell concrete and heating ducts, 
SW1; floors, 
Tile Co., Burton-on-Trent. 


Celcon, Ltd., 
Marley 


London, thermo-plastic 


Suppliers. 
Ltd., Leeds 2 


precast concrete glazed screens, J. A. King and Co., Ltd., 
London, EC4; pavement lights and hatches, 


Mild steel reinforcing, Dunlop and Ranken, 
precast concrete stairs and strings, and 


escape 


Haywards, Ltd., London, SE1 ; purpose made _ sashes 
































for access balconies, Stelwin Construction, Ltd., Oldbury, 
Nr. Birmingham: convex handrails for access balconies, 
Browns of Gildersome, Ltd., Leeds; tubular handrails 
and escape ladders, Bigwood Bros. (B’ham), Ltd., Bir- 
mingham ;_ kitchen fitments, Carlton Cabinet Works 


(London), London, E15; internal joinery, Austins of 


East Ham, Ltd., London, E6. 

Windows, Wm. Thomas and Sons, Ltd., Wrexham ; 
doors, Craigielea Joinery Co., Ltd. Manchester; iron- 
mongery, Walker and Wood, Ltd., Birmingham, 3 ; 


Detail of balconies, south elevation. 
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View from the south. 


sanitary fittings, C. E. Gittins and Co., Ltd., Birmingham, 
4; flue linings, Moler Products, Ltd., Essex; paints, 
Docker Bros., Ltd., Birmingham, 15; refuse disposal 
hoppers, Rownson, Drew and Clydesdale, Ltd., London, 
EC4; dry rising main fittings, Chas. Winn, Ltd., 
Birmingham, 6; ventilators, Greenwoods and Airvac 
Ventilating Co., London, WC2; _ cycle park blocks, 
Stelcon, Ltd., London, EC4; and back division fencing, 
seven- and eight-panel fencing and step-down fences, 
‘“W” Prefabricated Concrete Buildings, Ltd., Dudley. 
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Scaffolding platforms are an integral part of the shutters. 





Co nati 


‘*NO-FINES” FLATS AT ll 





i TILE CROSS, BIRMINGHAM {Tip 
: i that 
; Hy part 
a 
: ; ce 
4 Dy 
/ accce 
s10n 


Access balconies, north elevation. that 














Way 1 1953 


THE BUILDER 


ABBREVIATED QUANTITIES FOR THE SINGLE 
DWELLING HOUSE 
By S. W. HOOKWAY, FRICS 


T™ relaxation in licensing regulations 

in December, 1952, that permitted 
the private owner automatically to claim 
a licence to build a house for himself up 
to the 1,000 sq. ft. mark and, with sanction, 
up to the 1,500 sq. ft. limit (that means, 
in practice, about the £4,000 mark) brought 
with it a contingent problem for the owner 
who wished to have the benefit of com- 
petitive tenders for his architect-designed 
house, namely, he had to provide for a 
bill of quantities if he wished to invite 
tenders from builders of repute who were 
within the Federation. The quantity 
surveyor’s fee for a bill for a £4,000 
house, at 24 per cent., is £100, and the 
cost of producing the necessary copies 
of the Bill (a 50/60 page document) is at 
least another £15, to which, to rub salt 
into the wound, has to be added in some 
circumstances a further £5 for purchase 


tax (such is the wonderland of the tax- ° 


gatherers who have decided that a bill of 
quantities is “stationery”’’ within the 
meaning of the Act). 


A BITTER PILL 


Having regard to the present high cost 
of building, it was not to be wondered 
at that this extra expense of £120 over 
and above the builder’s tender proved, 
more often than not, too much of a 
bitter pill for the building owner to 
swallow. Very often no quantities were 
prepared, but tenders were sought, on 
plans and specification only, from a few 
‘less fussy ”’ builders. 

The limit for competitive tendering 
without quantities is £3,000, but to such 
an extent has this been disregarded in 
tendering for houses that it is not surpris- 
ing that the employers’ national federa- 
tion deemed it wise a few weeks ago to 
announce a decision that in future tenders 
for houses up to 1,500 sq. ft. need not be 
subject to a price limit in the matter of 
tendering without quantities. Whilst it is 
perhaps best to shelve a regulation that 
receives scant honour, yet it is a pity 
that the benefit of quantities for this class 
f work is to be lost—because the benefit 
should be to the building owner as well 
is to the builder. It is nevertheless 
perfectly clear that at the root of the 
decision was the uncomfortable fact 
that the cost of the service was proving 
too irksome to the building owner, who, 
being the payer of the piper, was calling 
he tune; and the tune was the ‘“ No 
Juantities Blues.” 

It is submitted by quantity surveyors 
hat the cost of a bill of quantities will be 
ancelled out by the closer prices obtained 
n competitive tendering, or, failing that, 
vill pay for itself in the long run by the 
‘rip it gives on amy variation account 
that may arise during progress, and more 
particularly at the final account stage. 
\s a general principle this is true ; it can 
be well substantiated and is corroborated 
by the very fact of the high standing 
accorded to the quantity surveying profes- 
sion within the industry to-day, a status 
that would not have been won unless the 


service given was bred of sound economics. 
For the general run of building projects 
designed and styled as public buildings, 
or to the specific requirements of industry 
or local government, and adapted to the 
dictates of a particular site—for these 
the full bill of quantities is an economic 
necessity where competitive tendering is 
desirable. It is a service that is recognised 
because it pays, because the return is 
eventually greater than the cost. But 
there are limits; for as we come down 
the scale in the cost of a project we reach 
a level where (a) it is not an economic 
proposition for a quantity surveyor to 
produce a bill at the accepted scale fee, 
and (5) the service provided, even at that 
scale fee, would hardly balance its cost. 
A line has to be drawn somewhere, and in 
the nature of the case it must be somewhat 
arbitrarily drawn. Thus, at the present 
time the limit is the estimated cost of 
£3,000, and this applied to any individual 
project until the recent exception was 
made in the case of the 1,500 sq. ft. 
dwelling house. 

It has been submitted above that the 
underlying cause of relaxing the regulation 
has been the building owner’s veto, 
arising from his feeling that the service 
offered was too costly to warrant its being 
called for; coupled with a certain lack of 
conviction that the economic “ return” 
was proven, for it has been stated that 
quantities for this class of work are likely 
to put the level of tendering up. 


DO QUANTITIES INCREASE 
PRICES ? 


The arguments against the latter 
proposition can tend to verge towards 
the metaphysical, but at the risk of being 
branded for heresy I would be inclined to 
say of this particular class of building work 
that the proposition is in general probably 
correct, and for these reasons : 

Normally, the £4,000 house is tendered 
for by the small building firm, the firm 
with say *£15,000-£20,000 annual turn- 
over. This class of firm is not as a rule 
sufficiently equipped with estimating staff 
who really understand bills of quantities. 
One has to be educated to these things, 
otherwise a 50-60 page biil in all its 
detail can tend to mesmerise. It makes a 
job look “ full of work,” and by the time 
all those items, up towards 500 of them, 
are priced and extended, the total is 
often higher than it should be. Such is 
what experience shows with the smaller 
firms. A bill of quantities is a tool for a 
job. In the hands of the experienced 
man it will give the right result, but in 
the hands of the uninstructed or the 
under-instructed, it will not do so ;. more 
often than not an exaggerated figure will 
be yielded. Where it is found that close 
tendering has resulted, despite the inex- 
perience of the tenderers with quantities, 
it will frequently be found that the final 
figure has been put in first (on a cube or 
foot super calculation, or because it is a 
job “ very like the one we did last year 
up-along”’) and then the bill is priced 


designed for the production 

nei of quantities. But Psy: 
rought out particularly for dealing 

Pree . 


one thing nor the other, and, by and 
large, can be offered no better title to 


_ glory than “ good red herring.” 


TOOLS FOR THE FOB 


industrial pursuit is to produce the 
proper tools for the job. On the practical 
side of our own industry modern tools for 
the job are coming to be recognised as 
one of the foremost aids to higher produc- 
tion. The quantity surveyor no less 
than any other in the building team must 
begin to consider whether he can offer a 
better tool for a particular job. An 
attempt was made, as we have remarked, 
in the formulation of the Code for Small 
Dwelling Houses, particularly designed 
for “‘ scheme ’’ housing, but not, I submit, 
quite what we are looking for here; for 
we are considering not only the builder 
but the building owner, the shorn lamb 
to whom the bitter wind of that £120 fee 
must be tempered. Under the shorter 
code it is still not possible to take out 
quantities for the single architect-designed 
house at less than normal scale fee, for in 
spite of its abridgernent the code is still 
too bulky a.tool for this job. 

Let us consider the basis of the job. 
In the traditional house of the type we 
are speaking about we deal with infinite 
variations on a well accustomed theme. 
It has stock components—living and 
reception rooms, kitchen and _ stores, 
stairs and passages, bedrooms and bath- 
room, grouped within a surrounding wall 
and covered by a roof; with heating, 
lighting and sanitary installations, garage 
and outbuildings, drains, paths and 
fences. ‘These are capable of unending 
manipulation in planning, but since all 
are restricted as to floor space, the variable 
as to cost “ ceiling’”’ can be only within 
certain easily appreciable limits. 


SCREENING THE INV ARIABLES 


What we are looking for is a bill of 
quantities that will indicate the implica- 
tion of the variables, whilst screening out 
the (relatively) invariables. The variables 
are, for example, brick as against concrete 
block; facings as against roughcast ; 
roofing tiles as against slates. The 
relatively invariables are the incidental 
labours in every trade. For, if we consider 
the “ balance ”’ of the bill taken out in full 
for our traditional house, it will be found 
to contain something like 500 priceable 
items. An analysis of these will show 
that a bare 40 of these items account for 
75 per cent. of the value of the Bill ; 
further, that of the 460 remaining items 
none individually is extended in the money 
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column at a walue more than 1 per cent. 
of the whole. It is therefore abundantly 
clear that if the 40 ‘‘key”’ items can be 
thoughtfully priced, the job as a whole is 
already pretty soundly assessed and it is 
surely a case of love’s labours lost to 
have to consider 460 other items so as 
properly to assess the ancillary trifles. A 
closer analysis on the same lines will show 
that 25 per cent. of the billed items cover 
90 per cent. of the total value, leaving 
something like 350 items to be priced of 
which not one equals, in the money 
column, one tenth of 1 per cent. of the 
total value. 

Besides the overwhelming realisation of 
a lack of sense of values, three things are 
abundantly clear here: (i) that it cannot 
pay the quantity surveyor to take off 
quantities for this type of building at 
the scale fee because there is so much 
finessing required over trifling items ; 
(ii) it approaches the inequitable to invite 
five or six contractors to wade through so 
much pricing at so little value ; and (iii) 


‘it is unfair to put the building owner to 


the expense of (i) in order to obtain (ii), 
when the result of (ii) will tend, because 
of its very nature, to be weighted against 
keen pricing. 

What we have to look for is the type of 
quantities that the experienced estimator, 
educated to his job, would produce for 
himself if he were taking-off from plans 
and specification. Instead of 500 items in 
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60 pages we must set out to cover the job 
in 150 items in 15 pages, and halve the 
quantity surveyor’s fee into the bargain. 
Consider also the experienced estimator. 
His time is precious and he, being 
educated to it, will not be puzzled by a 
shortened bill. If I know anything about 
him he will be only too happy to adapt 
his pricing to 150 items on 15 pages, 
rather than flog through 500 items on 
60 pages, knowing the while that 75 per 
cent. of his effort in those pages is time 
ill-spent on trivialities. 

The point to appreciate is that we are 
dealing with an entity that the contractor 
is well acquainted with—a_ traditional 
dwelling house. The picture is clear in 
his mind, for he will have the drawings in 
front of him. We are asking him to apply 
his experience to the crystallisation, so to 
speak, of another variation on a well- 
known theme. What we have to produce 
for his assistance in this regard is an 
abbreviated bil! of quantities in such 
manner that the corn is separated from the 
chaff whilst at the same time none of the 
corn is lost. We have also to consider 
the building owner and give him the 
benefit of quantities at a much lower 
charge. It could be done, and with 
suitable safeguards there is no reason why 
it should not be done. And when a job 
requires to be done we should not let the 
appearance of the tool for doing it assume 
a greater importance than the job itself. 





LCC TRIBUTES TO MR. ROBERT MATTHEW 


Ceremony at 


RIBUTES to the services rendered to 
London County Council by Mr. 
Robert H. Matthew, CBE, ARIBA, the 
council’s architect, were paid at a meeting 
of the council on April 21. Mr. Matthew, 
who joined the LCC nearly seven years ago, 
has now left to take the Chair of Archi- 
tecture at Edinburgh. 


Mr. Victor MIsHCON, chairman of the 
general purposes committee, said that in 
the many spheres which his work embraced, 
the imprint of Mr. Matthew's energy, 
imagination and initiative was felt. He 
believed that the Royal Festival Hall, for the 
design of which he was responsible, in 
collaboration with his deputy, Dr. J. L. 
Martin, was the great work which Mr. 
Matthew would remember most and would 
regard, possibly, as one of the most interest- 
ing schemes with which he had _ been 
connected. 


Mr. Norris Kenyon, Leader of the 
Opposition, said that Mr. Matthew had 
brought to an extraordinarily difficult task 
unremitting energy, and had shouldered in 
what was, after all, in local government, 
a comparatively short time, quite exceptional 
responsibilities. 

Replying, Mr. MATTHEW said that during 
his period of service with LCC he had 
attempted, broadly speaking, to do three 
things, and he went on to refer to them as 
follows :— 


First of all, by organisation and method 
to enable my department to tackle the very 
great programmes of new building work 
which affected many committees of this 
council. Second—and this was possibly 


more difficult because a more intangible 
thing to do—I wished to set a general archi- 
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tectural standard for all the work of the 
council that would in time become recog- 
nised not only here but abroad as in line 
with, if not slightly ahead of, the very best 
work done either here or anywhere else; 
and as a complement to that second point 
I would like to say this: that I have always 
considered it an important part of the job 
of the architect to the council to persuade 
this council, whenever possible, to do what 
it could to conserve the architectural gems 
of the past, and one of the more delightful 
decisions that this council took which pleased 
me very considerably was to spend quite 
a considerable sum of money on that charm- 
ing house “ Mount Clare,” in Roehampton, 
and it will be one of my pleasures in the 
future to visit that house when it is completed, 
My third point is in the field of town 
planning, and here it was my responsibility 
to effect a change from—how shall I put 
it?—the relatively undefined scope and sweep 
of the imaginative County of London Plan, 
to the harder realities of the Development 
Plan of 1951, and I would just like to say 
one point about that. I know that there 
will be, once the Development Plan is 
approved by the Minister, or indeed when 
the public inquiry which has been going on 
for many months finally comes to an end, a 
very great pressure, in the interests of 
economy, to reduce town planning effort. 
There may even be an idea amongst some 
members that once the Development Plan 
is done there is little to be done in the future 
but a routine infilling into the Plan. This 
is very far from the case, and I would plead 
with this council not to relax their efforts 
on town planning. I am sure that if that 
is done not only will the very considerable 
work which has gone into the Development 


May 1 1953 


Plan be lost, but I feel that the whole future 
of the London Plan would be in jeopardy. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been extremely 
well served by my colleagues, both in my 
own department and in the other depart- 
ments of the council, both professional and 
administrative, both in the County Halli and 
in the very many offices associated with 
my department outside the County Hall. | 
will always be grateful for their sympathetic 
collaboration. 

The question may possibly have occurred 
to some members as to why I should choose 
to leave a position of great responsibility 
and of unlimited and, if I may say so, 
unrivalled architectural opportunity, and | 
would like to crave your indulgence, Mr. 
Chairman, just to say one word on that. 

No one will be more aware than the 
members of this council of the spectacular 
change in the last few years in the patronage 
of the arts, and in particular the art of 
architecture. To-day in this country about 
half of the whole profession of architecture 
is engaged on work promoted by some form 
of public authority or another, and very 
many of these architects are directly em- 
ployed by public authorities, the greatest of 
these being LCC itself. It is very clear to 
me that the student generation now training 
in the schools of architecture will, to a very 
great extent, find themselves faced with 
situations quite different, completely dif- 
ferent, to those of the normal pre-war job. 

It is also very clear from my own experi- 
ence, and that of very many architects in 
public positions similar to mine, that there 
is, in fact, comparatively little contact 
between the schools to-day, up and down 
the country, and the conditions and prob- 
lems associated with that public work. So 
it seemed to me that, at some stage, it would 
be right that the experience which I have 
gained, not only in local government but 
in central government as well, should be 
handed on to the younger generation, and 
that that decision should not be delayed too 
long to be effective. 

As you may appreciate, that decision was 
not a very easy one to make, but the timing 
was not entirely in my own hands. There 
are few chairs of architecture in this country, 
and indeed there are few cities outside 
London in which I should very much care 
to work. I will have very many regrets 
in leaving London, but I must say | was 
fortified in taking that decision by the con- 
fident expectation, which proved correct, 
that the council would appoint as my suc- 
cessor Dr. Martin. 

Mr. Chairman, in taking my leave of the 
council I would like to express my thanks 
to all members not only for their resolution 
to-day and the very gracious way in which 
it has been proposed and seconded, but for 
the trust which they placed in my judgment 
as an architect at all times from the begin- 
ning of my service. There has never been 
in my experience the slightest occasion on 
which members in the committees of this 
council have sought to influence my Pro 
fessional judgment, and that, I think, 's 4 
complete answer to the fear which is ite? 
expressed from the point of view of artistic 
integrity of the widening influence of ‘he 
public authority. 

My view is that the work of an author's 
such as LCC is giving and, by the ve’) 
reason of its steady programmes of building 
in many spheres, will continue to give arc’ 
tectural opportunities quite impossible unc<! 
other conditions, and I am grateful thai , 
have been permitted to take some small ps! 
in that work. 
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THE “PRECUT HOUSE” 


A Timber Dwelling for Export 


Architect 
FREDERICK CUBITT, FRIBA 


\ PROTOTYPE of a new solid timber 
‘i house designed for multiple produc- 
tion has been erected in Chelsea-square, 
I ondon. 


Che Precut House, as it is called, has 
been designed by Mr. Frederick Cubitt, 
FRIBA, with a special view to the require- 
ments of the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and the stipulations 
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of the Canadian National Building Code. It 
is believed that the house is specially suit- 
able for Canada. The total floor area is 
920 sq. ft. 


Construction.—Solid timber, precision cut 
to length by machine in the minimum num- 
ber of components for ease of erection on 
the building site. The timber used through- 
out is selected Scandinavian redwood. This 


oo 


system of construction incorporates the 
patented Frya corner joint. No nails or 
screws are used in the construction of the 
corners or of the shell of the house. 


Walling—The external walls consist of 
6 in. by 24 in. thick interlocking, tongued 
and grooved solid planking laid horizontally 
and reinforced by +} in. diameter bolts 
running through the entire height of walling 





Plan and elevations. 
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and anchored in the foundations. The 
exterior face of walling is weathered and 
a mastic strip laid between each course of 
timber to eliminate capillary attraction. 


Floor.—For rapid erection the floor is 
supplied in prefabricated panels fixed to 
6 in. by 14 in. floor joists spaced at 2 ft. 
centres. The floor surface consists of 1} in. 
thick tongued and grooved flooring. The 
entire floor is laid on prepared bedplates. 
The floor panels have been designed to act 
as crat'ng for the other components. 


Roof Structure-—The roof is of normal 
hip construction with 6 in. by 14 in. rafters 
at 4 ft. centres prefabricated in short lengths 
to facilitate handling at the site, and is 
supported on prefabricated lattice trusses. 
The eaves are constructed in panel form 
and can be supplied with overhang. 


Roof Covering.—22 s.w.g. Rigidal alu- 
minium sheeting is supplied by the British 
Aluminium Co., Ltd., as standard roof 
covering, together with ridge, hip and 
chimney flashings of the same material. The 
roofing is fixed to timber purlins supplied 
in random lengths for cutting and fixing on 
the site. The construction of the roof is 
designed to permit the use of anv other 
roofing material to meet local needs. 


Ceiling.—The ceiling is made up of straw- 
board panels 2 in. thick supplied in stan- 
dard sizes. The panels are fixed by special 
metal hangers to 6 in. by 14 in. ceiling 
joists spaced at 4 ft. centres, which act as 
a horizontal tie to the external walls. A 
moulded cornice is provided to all rooms. 


Windows and Doors.—Windows, doors, 
frames and architraves are supplied as a 
unit, thus obviating the necessity for 
separate trim, as this is designed to form 
part of the frame. All windows are con- 
structed in double-glazed casement frames. 


Plumbing.—A complete prefabricated and 
crated plumbing unit is supplied with each 
house. All plumbing is in copper. 

Electrical System.—An_ entire factory- 
made wiring kit for power and light, speci- 
ally designed for the Precut House, is 
included. 

Further details and quotations may be 
obtained from the sole distributors and 
patent licensees for UK, British Common- 
wealth and Empire, Messrs. R. Nerdrum, 
Ltd.. 20, Pall Mall, London, SW1. 





Fixing the “‘ Frya’’ corner. 
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BIF AT CASTLE 
BROMWICH 


Meeting the Challenge of Competition 
By Our Own Representative 


R. BUTLER’S Budget has been de- 
scribed as the first peace-time Budget 
since the war. By the same token this year’s 
British Industries Fair, which opened in 
London and Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, 
on Monday, may aptly be described as the 
first peace-time Fair since 1939. The passing 
of the sellers’ market and increased competi- 
tion both at home and overseas have acted 
as a spur to manufacturers, and at Castle 
Bromwich their response is evident in the 
increased attention that has been paid to 
the design of stands and methods of display, 
but above all to a general return to the high 
qualities of design, finish and workmanship 
on which the world-wide reputation of Bri- 
tish goods has been built up. 

Manufacturers have not been content, 
however, to rely on the high quality of exist- 
ing lines, and new ideas, methods and 
materials have been exploited to help in 
the export drive. The effect of the passing of 
materials shortages is also to be noted from 
an inspection of the stands, particularly in 
the building section, and it is clear that 
materials first introduced as substitutes will 
now have to stand on their merits in competi- 
tion with those they superseded in times of 
scarcity. 

In many cases, it is believed, lower prices 
are being quoted this year, and faster 
deliveries are now the rule. At the same 
time many firms are now able to pay more 
attention to the home market, and the public 
will, for the first time since before the war, 
be able to have a pre-view of goods that they 
can reasonably expect to find in the shops 
a few weeks later. 

It is alwavs difficult to estimate attendances 
at the BIF in advance, but there seem 
reasonable grounds for optimism concerning 
this year’s event. The number of acceptances 
from overseas buyers invited personally by 
the Board of Trade is greater, for the whole 
Fair, by about 35 per cent. than last year, 
and also it is reasonable to suppose that 
some of the thousands of Coronation visi- 
tors may take the opportunity to visit the 
Fair. In addition it has been emphasised in 
advance publicity that the BIF aims equally 
to serve the home buyer as the overseas 
market. 


Standholders’ Viewpoint 


Sik ARTHUR SMmourt, chairman of the Castle 
Bromwich section of the Fair, at the Press 
pre-view on April 24, said that British in- 
dustrialists had done a good deal of hard 
thinking, followed in many cases by a search- 
ing investigation, over the past 12 months, 
as to whether trade shows such as this were 
really worth while, and whether the exhibits 
staged at the Fair were as effective as they 
might, and indeed should be, in stimulating 
interest, in establishing contacts and in pro- 
moting sales of their products. 

“This section of the Fair, as staged at 
Castle Bromwich, has withstood this investi- 
gation in a highly satisfactory manner, with 
the result that, while this year there are 50 
fewer exhibitors (50 in 1,174), once again the 
whole of the indoor space (some 345,000 
square feet) is fully taken up. 

“ The outdoor section, which is an entirely 
new feature of recent years, is again very 
large, and increasing in importance. It 
offers a unique opportunity to our many 
exhibitors making contractors’ plant, excava- 


- 
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ting and earth-moving machinery, ectc., to 
exhibit and demonstrate their powerful and 
highly ingenious equipment in a manner 
quite impossible indoors. 

“ As you all know,” Sir Arthur Smout cop- 
tinued, “there was a slackening of world 
trade in 1952, and this, as might be expected, 
led to falls in demand for British products 
overseas, but the trend has now turned in 
an upward direction, and with the vast devel- 
opments now taking place in various parts 
of the world, notably Canada, Central and 
certain parts of Southern America, and with 
the more optimistic atmosphere engendered 
by recent events, the prospects are good. 

“Certain countries in the Middle East, 
thanks to rapidly increasing oil revenues, also 
offer expanding markets for British products, 

“This is no time for pessimism; there js 
no need for apology or for any feeling of 
inferiority; I find this Fair, as I am sure 
you will, most stimulating. It is a remarkable 
demonstration of British enterprise and 
courage. ; 

“ The world market has become once more 
intensely competitive over the whole range 
of manufactures here exhibited. Once more, 
we are back to those basic fundamentals 
of business, upon which British industry was 
built—price, delivery, quality and sales 
service.” 


Coronation Route Model 


The model of the fully decorated Corona- 
tion route from Buckingham Palace to West- 
minster Abbey is being displayed at the 
British Industries Fair, Earls Court. This 
scale model, constructed by members of 
the Chief Architects’ Division of the Ministry 
of Works and used to determine the most 
effective forms of decoration, forms the 
central feature among exhibits by the 
Governments of 23 Commonwealth 
countries. 

Three Exhibits at Castle Bromwich 

THE FOLLOWING REVIEWS Of exhibits at the 
Castle Bromwich section of the British In- 
dustries Fair arrived too late for inclusion 
in our last issue. 

On the stand of the British Plastics Federa- 
tion, 11, Garrick-street, WC2, is a new 
material, Fromoplast HT, the outstanding 
features of which are very high tensile 
strength and great resistance to impact and 
shock. Though light in weight (i/7th that 
of steel), its tensile strength is claimed to be 
approximately equal to that of cold rolled 
aluminium, and as its density is of 1.24 
against 2.7 of aluminium, it is over twice as 
strong on the basis of weight for weight. Its 
resistance to denting is also greater than that 
of aluminium. (Stand C, 314 and 415.) 

Carringtons, Ltd., Newton Works, Broms- 
grove, Worcs., are showing their new Pelican 
Box Socket Sets, which have a } in. square 
drive to suit all requirements. They are 
forged by a new process from high quality 
Chrome Alloy Steel, heat treated to 75/85 
tons tensile. Sets can be made up to -cus- 
tomers’ own particular requirements. (Stand 
D. 206.) 

Some exhibits of tubular fabrications are 
displayed on the stand of the Wellington 
Tube Works, Ltd., Great Bridge, Tipton, 
Staffs. The Weldex Heater Department of the 
company is this year exhibiting two different 
types of gilled tube heater batteries. One 
battery (Type N) is constructed of rectansu- 
lar steel gilled tube to give the greatest pos 
sible quality and strength. The other Retry 
(Type X) is constructed of spirally — 
gilled tube and is a recent introduction es 
meet the demand for minimum first sae 
where flat gills are not essential. (Stanc 
C, 300.) 
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LAW REPORTS 


Paint Manufacturer Loses Libel Action 


QueEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BeroreE Mr. Justice FINNEMORE 


John Hall and Co. (Warminster), Ltd., v. 
Wiltshire County Architect and Wiltshire 
County Council 
[* the Queen’s Bench Division on April 23 

Mr. Justice Finnemore dismissed, with 
costs, a libel action brought by John Hall 
and Co. (Warminster), Ltd., paint manufac- 
turers, of Warminster, against the Wiltshire 
county architect (Mr. Frank Ivor Bowden, 
ARIBA) and Wiltshire County Council. The 
judge held that there was no case to go to 
the jury. 

The action arose over a letter written in 
July, 1949, by the county architect to a 
builder, Mr. F. Fry, of Winterslow, near 
Salisbury, who had asked if the council 
approved the use of plaintiff's paint on a 
school which he was repairing. 

The letter said: “1 am unable to approve 
the use of paints and distempers manufac- 
tured by Messrs. John Hall and Sons, of 
Warminster, on the contract. I prefer the 
use of the products of the Walpamur Com- 
pany, but am prepared to consider those of 
any other well-known manufacturer on hear- 
ing further from you.” 

Plaintiffs alleged that the letter was a re- 
flection on the quality of their paints and 
implied that they were not well-known manu- 
facturers. 

Defendants denied that the letter was 
defamatory, and pleaded that it was pub- 
lished without malice on an occasion of 
qualified privilege. 

Mr. J. Scott-Henderson, QC, for plain- 
tiffs, refered to the value of paints supplied 
over a period of years. In 1947, he said, it 
was £742, but in 1948 it dropped to £133, 
and in 1949 to £6. In 1951 and 1952 it was 
nil. In 1947, the county architect retired and 
Mr. Bowden succeeded him. The result of 
that change was seen in the change of policy 
in regard to Hall’s paints. 

No record could be found of complaints, 
and Mr. W. A. Hall, then managing director 
of Messrs. Hall, wrote to the county archi- 
tect seeking an explanation. As ratepayers, 
he said, they felt they were entitled to a fair 
share of the county council’s business. The 
county architect replied that he had no par- 
ticular preference for any brand of paint, and 
was interested only in seeing that the best- 
quality materials were used. 


Director’s Evidence 

Evidence was given by the plaintiffs’ pre- 
sent managing director, Mr. W. F. Hall, of 
White Lodge, Warminster. 

Answering Mr. Gerald Gardiner, QC, for 
the defendants, he agreed that his company 
was quite small compared with many other 
national manufacturers. 

Until 1943, Mr. Bowden’s predecessor, Mr. 
Walker, had always specified Hall’s paints 
alone or with other companies’ products. 

Hall’s paints had always given satisfaction 
and the company were hurt when the new 
county architect washed them right out. They 
thought they were within their rights in ask- 
ing why. 

“I am fighting for my goodwill and my 
good name,” declared Mr. Half. He thought 
that while the company were giving as good 
value as other manufacturers, the fact that 
they were ratepayers in the county was a 
point which ought to be taken into considera- 
tion. 
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Mr. Fry told the court that he had known 
Hall’s for 17 years and always considered 
that they made paint up to the standard of 
any other manufacturer. They were well 
known throughout the West Country. 

“ The letter,” he said, “ gave me the im- 
pression that the county architect did not 
consider that Hall’s were manufacturers of 
good-quality paints and distempers, and that 
they were rather inferior to the other bigger 
companies.” 

Mr. Gardiner submitted that there was no 
case to answer. There was, he said, no sug- 
gestion that the plaintiffs did not make good 
paint. They were people of repute in a 
small way of business. 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Finnemore 
said there was no evidence of malice on the 
part of the defendants. Malice meant that 
Mr. Bowden, in writing his letter, was 
actuated by an improper motive. It could 
not be suggested that Mr. Bowden had a 
grudge against Hall’s. The jury could only 
be concerned if malice were proved because 
the occasion was privileged. 

Another point made by the defence was 
that there was no Jibel because there was no 
reflection on Messrs. Hall or their method 
of business. 

It was Mr. Bowden’s duty to choose the 
paint he wanted used, the judge said. 

“ Nobody has said in this case,” the judge 
pointed out, “that there is anything wrong 
with Messrs. Hall or their products. People 
have their preferences. A man is entitled 
to write to his tobacconist saying ‘Send me 
100 A, B or C cigarettes: Don’t send me X 
or Y because I don’t like them’ without being 
exposed to a libel action. Plaintiffs’ reputa- 
tion is as high now as it was before.” 

Mr. Justice Finnemore added: “One of 
the reasons why this case fails is because 
there is no reflection on Messrs. Hall.” 


LCC Lose Appeal Against Planning 
Permission for Erection of Offices 


House OF Lorps. 


BEFORE LORDS NORMAND, OAKSEY, MORTON 
OF HENRYTON, REID AND COHEN. 


London County Council vy. Marks and 
Spencer, Ltd. 


HE House of Lords, in a reserved judg- 
ment, on April 20, dismissed an appeal 
by the London County Council from an 
order of the Court of Appeal by which 
Messrs. Marks and Spencer, Ltd., had been 
granted a declaration that they were en- 
titled to proceed with the erection of new 
offices fronting on Chiltern-street and Pad- 
dington-street, Marylebone, commenced in 
1938, without further planning permission 
and without payment of a development 
charge under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947. 

The Central Land Board, who had been 
joined as respondents with the LCC in the 
original application, now appeared as re- 
spondents with Messrs. Marks and Spencer. 

The LCC were represented by Mr. 
Geoffrey Lawrence, QC, and Mr. H. E. 
Francis (instructed by Mr. J. G. Barr); 
Messrs. Marks and Spencer by Mr. Arthur 
Capewell, QC, Mr. J. Ramsay-Willis and 
Mr. V. M. C. Pennington (instructed by Mr. 
J. C. Parry), and the Central Land Board 
by the Hon. Denys Buckley (instructed by 
the Treasury Solicitor). 

Mr. Lawrence explained that by their 
originating summons Messrs. Marks and 
Spencer, of Michael House, Baker-street, 
claimed to be entitled to complete the erec- 
tion of the new building in accordance with 


the planning permission deemed by virtue 

of a section of the Town and Country Plan- 

ning Act, 1947, to have been granted under 

Part Ill of the Act, and without payment 

y development charge under Part VI of the 
ct. 


The questions to be determined were: 


(1) Whether on a true construction of 
Section 78 of the Act the company had 
before the appointed day under the Act 
begun but not completed works for the 
erection of the building; 


(2) Whether on a true construction of 
Section 10 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1932, and the General In- 
terim Development Order, 1933, the com- 
pany, before the appointed day under the 
1947 Act, had a valid permission to com- 
plete the said works, either by virtue of 
the consent given in 1938 or by reason 
of such consent being deemed to have 
been granted unconditionally by the 
Council. 


Both questions were answered in the nega- 
tive by Mr. Justice Harman, but his decision 
was reversed by the Court of Appeal, the 
Master of the Rolls dissenting, however, on 
question (1). 

Their Lordships did not call on counsel 
for the company. 

Lord Normand said that planning per- 
mission was given by the Council in 1938, 
subject to the work being commenced within 
six months and completed within 18 months. 
The site was cleared by the end of July, 
1939, but owing to the international situa- 
tion no contract was entered into for the 
erection of the new buildings, which were, in 
fact, not begun until 1948. 

Section 78 (1) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, stated that where any 
works for the erection of a building had 
been begun but not completed before the 
appointed day, then if immediately before 
the appointed day those works could have 
been completed in conformity with per- 
mission granted under an _ interim 
development order, planning permis- 
sion should be deemed to be granted 
under Part III of the Act in respect of the 
completion of those works. 

The company contended that “ works for 
the erection of a building” included all 
works, including site clearance. The Coun- 
cil, however, argued that they meant only 
operations of a constructional character. 
The question lay in a small compass, and he 
agreed wholly with the view of the majority 
of the Court of Appeal. 

To succeed in the appeal, however, the 
company had to show that the condition 
attached to the 1938 permission was null 
and void. By section 10 (3) of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1932, the plan- 
ning authority were to be deemed to have 
granted perngission unconditionally unless 
they gave notice that they had decided to the 
contrary, stating their reasons for so doing. 
The dispute between the parties lay in the 
interpretation of the words “ decided to the 
contrary,” and he agreed with the view of 
the Court of Appeal that the phrase meant 
“ decide not to grant the application uncon- 
ditionally.” The failure to give a reason 
for the condition brought about a statutory 
deeming that the application for the plan- 
ning permission was granted uncondition- 
ally. The company therefore succeeded on 
this point also, and he would dismiss the 
appeal, with costs. 

Lord Oaksey, Lord Morton of Henryton. 
Lord Reid and Lord Cohen concurred. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Cornish Granite Industry 


Qs April 16 Mr. HayMAN called attention 
to the difficulties now facing the Cornish 
granite industry. During recent years there 
had been a steady drift of skilled craftsmen 
from the industry. Granite was a very fine 
stone for use in many ways, both for archi- 
tectural work, and civil engineering purposes. 
At the end of the nineteenth century 
thousands of men were working in the 
industry, but they had now fallen to 700, 
and it was an interesting fact that 100 were 
working employers. One reason for the 
decline was the introduction of machinery 
and another was granite imports in the inter- 
war years from Scandinavia, Germany and 
Czechoslovakia and the competition of Italian 
marble. The growth of cremation and the 
formation of lawn cemeteries had also had 
their effect on the industry. He urged the 
Minister to consider the possibility of limit- 
ing imports, and to consider the possibility 
of using granite for facing buildings, particu- 
larly in the £10m. scheme for the City of 
London offices. Granite should also be used 
in the reconditioning of new and damaged 
buildings. Everything should be done to 
preserve this ancient industry and to keep 
the skilled craftsmen in it. 

Mr. MACKESON, the Secretary for Overseas 
Trade, said that the level of granite imports 
under quota was small compared with the 
pre-war level. The total was 43,000 tons 
in 1952 compared with the pre-war figure 
of 119,000 tons. He was assured that there 
was no export subsidy for Italian marble. 
The Government were seeking through 
their commercial counsellor at the Hague to 
see what granite could be used at the bottom 
of the flood dykes in the repairs now going 
on, and the possibilities of the use of granite 
in our own sea defences had been noted. 
The Ministry of Works Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council were looking into 
the question of skilled Jabour, which was a 
matter of the greatest importance to this 
country. It would be a tragedy if this coun- 
try lost the skilled masons to whom we owed 
not only the buildings built by our forebears, 
but also the House of Commons in which 
they were so proud to be to-day. The 
Ministry of Works were anxious to assist 
building in stone, and consideration was 
being given to the question of giving some 
priority for the inclusion of natural stone- 
work in the construction of buildings built 
by Government departments. The difficulty 
was that, generally speaking, granite 
was initially more expensive. The cost 
factor was, of course, important to private 
enterprise and to Government departments, 
though it was equally true that, broadly 
speaking, granite gave considerable saving in 
long-term costs. The Government’s policy 
was to licence maintenance work in stone 
freely and to consider favourably applica- 
tions for medium-sized new works in stone. 
The Ministry of Housing might make a grant 
under the Housing Act, 1949, towards the 
extra cost of building in stone in stone 
districts which would, of course, include 
other places besides Cornwall. One of the 
criteria for the selection of projects con- 
cerned in the London £10m. building scheme 
was the contribution they could make to 
the employment of stonemasons. While 
the Government were anxious to help the 
industry they could not agree to restrict 
Italian imports, but it was open to Mr. Hay- 
man to advise his friends to apply for an 
increase in the tariff rates. 
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Mains in Rural Areas 


On April 20 Mr. Vane asked the Minister 
of Fuel and Power what direction he had 
given to the British Electricity Authority 
under section 5 of the Electricity Act, 1947, 
with regard to the priorities to be observed in 
the extension of electricity mains in rural 
areas and, in particular, on the preference 
to be given to houses which had been on the 
waiting lists for electricity for a number of 
years over new houses. 


Mr. Lioyp said he had given none. 
Electricity boards gave priority to particular 
schemes in the light of local circumstances 
after discussion with the Consultative 
Council. 


Self-Build Housing Associations 


On April 21 Mr. MARTIN Linpsay asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he was aware of the difficulties 
self-build housing associations were experi- 
encing in obtaining common bricks, owing to 
the inclination of brickmakers to give pre- 
ference to established builders while sup- 
plies were short; and what action he was 
taking to help these groups in this respect. 

Mr. MarPLes said he was not, but if 
Mr. Lindsay would let him have the par- 
ticulars of any case that had come to his 
notice he would look into it. 


Scottish Building 

On April 21 Mr. Spence asked the Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland how many appli- 
cations for licences by private individuals 
wishing to build their own homes had been 
received by town and county councils in 
Scotland during the last convenient 12- 
monthly period; how many of these applica- 


tions had been granted; and how many 
refused. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH, who _ replied, 
said that in the year ended Decem- 
ber 31, 1952, licences were granted 
for the building of 2,716 houses for 
owner-occupation. He regretted that in- 
formation as to the number of applications 
received by local authorities and the number 
refused was not available for that period. 


Mr. WILLIAM Ross asked the Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland if he 
would state the building allocation 
for Scottish hospitals this year; how 
this compared with 1952; and how much 
of the allocation would be spent on essential 
maintenance. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that in each 
of the two years just over £14m. had been 
allotted for hospital building work and jus! 
over £1m. for essential maintenance. 


Enamelled Baths 


On April 21 Mr. MALCOLM MACPHERSON 
asked the President of the Board of Trade if 
he was aware that imported cast-iron 
enamelled baths had been permitted to be 
offered for sale without the appropriate legal 
requirements having been complied with; and 
what steps he intended to take. 


Mr. Henry Strauss said that the British 
Bath Manufacturers’ Association informed 
the Board of Trade that a consignment of 
improted cast-iron porcelain enamelled baths 
had been exposed for sale in contravention 
of the Merchandise Marks (Imported Goods) 
No. 2 Order, 1928, made under the Merchan- 
dise Marks Act, 1926. It was open to the 
Association, or to any person, to institute 
proceedings, and it was not a case in which 
it would be appropriate for the Government 
to take action. 
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The Cement Shortage 


On April 21 AtR CoMMoDoRE Harvey 
asked the Minister of Works if he was aware 
that construction on public services and 
housing in Macclesfield was being brought 
to a standstill owing to shortage of cement; 
and what steps he was taking to bring in 
additional supplies. 


Mr. Ecctes said he was aware that some 
work in Macclesfield had slowed down 
because even the record deliveries of cement 
to the North-West Region could not keep 
pace with the demand. Additional supplies 
would shortly be available for this area. 


POST-WAR DEVELOPMENT 
Company’s Expansion Pregramme 


A start has been made by Dorman Long 
and Co., .Ltd., Zetland-road, Middlesbrough, 
on Stage III of the company’s post-war de- 
velopment plan. This stage, formally ap- 
proved by the Iron and Steel Corporation 
of Great Britain, is more extensive than the 
two preceding stages and involves expendi- 
tures of approximately £36m. 


Its largest item is the installation at 
Lackenby of a universal beam and heavy 
section mill with an annual output of 400,000 
tons of rolled products. A ‘fifth steel fur- 
nace is being added to the Lackenby melting 
shop to bring the annual output of the new 
steel works up to 625,000 tons of ingots. 
Also included in this stage are two hearth 
blast furnaces with a joint capacity of 
750,000 tons of iron per annum, and a coke 
oven plant at Cleveland Works which will 
carbonise annually 1,300,000 tons of coal. 


To process the extra tar and benzole 
arising, the company’s Clarence Works will 
be enlarged. Other projects at Cleveland 
Works are a new blooming mill and medium 
section mill, the latter with an annual output 
of 175,000 tons of medium sections. A high 
capacity rod and bar mill with an annual 
capacity of 175,000 tons and expanded capa- 
city for wire production and processing will 
also be laid down. Completion of these 
numerous projects may take up to five years. 


OUTDOOR SEATS 
CoID to Exhibit Competition Entries 


Up TO EIGHTY outdoor seats, made of 
wood, cast-iron, steel or concrete, wil! be 
shown from May 5 to 16 in an open-air 
exhibition which the Council of Industrial 
Design and the Corporation of Birmingham 
are arranging in Victoria Embankment 
Gardens, Westminster, SW1. 


They are entries that have been promised 
by 50 manufacturers for an Outdoor Seats 
Competition which has been sponsored by 
these two bodies and closed on April 30. 
The judges are Messrs. H. J. Manzoni, CBE; 
G. E. E. Ross; A. G. Sheppard Fidler, 
FRIBA; Miss Brenda Colvin, FILA; Messrs. 
Gordon Cullen, FSIA; Basil Spence, ARA; 
Gordon Russell, OBE; and M. Hartland 
Thomas, FRIBA. 


First class and second class diplomas will 
be awarded to designs reaching a sufficiently 
high standard. These will be accepted by 
the Council for inclusion in the street furn!- 
ture section of “ Design Review,” the photo- 
graphic index of good current British desig”. 

The competition is part of the Counci' + 
work to stimulate interest and encourage 
improvement in all kinds of street and park 
furniture. 
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RAISING HOUSING 
STANDARDS 


Statement by Housing and Town 
Planning Council 
*OR the fifty years of its life, the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council 
has had the objective of making its con- 
tribution towards the raising of national 
housing standards, said COUNCILLOR H. M. 
PatrisoN, MBE, chairman of the Council, 
when he made its first statement on policy 
since before the war on April 22. 

World War Hl, he said, had left us with 
an aftermath of slums and decaying house 
property, and when we considered the im- 
mense progress which had been achieved in 
other fields it was undoubtedly true to say 
that we were relatively worse off now in 
regard to housing than ever. He continued : 
Since 1945 emphasis has been laid princi- 
pally on new housing construction. Meta- 
phorically, therefore, we have been construc- 
ting a healthy crust round a foul core. 

Existing houses are in three main cate- 
gories: new, otherwise suitable—outmoded 
but sound—and slums. To raise standards 
we must attack both the second and third 
classes. Slums must go. We strongly urge 
that local authorities should introduce slum 
clearance schemes as soon as possible, and 
otherwise use their maximum influence to 
this end. 

It is possible that some outcry will be made 
by slum landlords but this must 
be ignored. More legitimate comment may 
come from local ratepayers. The cost of 
acquiring standing property may make 
schemes expensive. Nevertheless, the cost 
in comparison with the benefits which will 
result is small; from experience so far 
gained, it will probably be found to be only 
a few pence on the rates. Nothing should be 
allowed to impede progress. The festering 
sores which disgrace Britain ought to be 
cleaned out. 

The second category is that which involves 
reconditioning. Here we have two main 
issues. How can people recondition property 
when rents are so restricted ? Where is the 
money to finance any large undertaking ? 


Subsidising the Tenant 


It is probably agreed by all that rent revi- 
sion is necessary and the pertinent question 
is often put—why should private landlords 
be compelled to subsidise their tenants, 
whereas local authorities in similar condi- 
lions are at least allowed to increase rents 
ind, if necessary, impose special terms? As 
i Council, we are not concerned with rent 
revision of itself but we are concerned with 
the effect of legislation on housing condi- 
tions, and we welcome the knowledge that 
this very difficult subject has the attention of 
HM Government. 

[he 1949 Housing Act made provision for 
‘n improvement grant, but in practice this 

S proved to be a totally inadequate 
measure, and we ask that new or additional 
‘gislation be introduced making it possible 

owners to recondition property and to im- 
prove it so that each separate letting shall 
ive amenities such as water, lavatory, and, 

' possible, a bath. 

We think that it should be made illegal 

) re-let a part of a house which is sepa- 

itely let until a minimum standard is 
reached. Clearly, it wilk be necessary to ex- 
mine the financial problem and the solu- 
ion will not be easy to find, but, again, the 
Condition now existing of three, four or more 
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families in one house constructed as a one- 
family unit with one (if any) bathroom and 
one lavatory cannot be allowed to continue. 

This is technically a greater problem than 
slum clearance, and it involves the well- 
being of both tenants and landlord, each of 
whom must have fair treatment. 

The removal of the slums and the recondi- 
tioning of that priceless asset the sound but 
outmoded house, if allied to a substantial 
amount of new construction, will revolution- 
ise the housing situation in the country. We 
are convinced that this process can be 
accomplished within the foreseeable future, 
possibly even within ten years. At the end 
of this period it ought to be possible to en- 
sure that every family in the land will be 
given the opportunity of having a separate 
house of good quality. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
ECONOMY 


Terrazzo Specialists’ Protest 


FUURTHER correspondence between the 
National Federation of Terrazzo-Mosaic 
Specialists and the Ministry of Works 
regarding the references to terrazzo in the 
Ministry’s Report on Economy of Building 
Materials has been made public by the 
Federation. The Federation’s first letter on 
the subject was reproduced in our issue of 
January 16 last. The correspondence is as 
follows:— 
From the Ministry of Works to the 
Federation, dated February 3, 1953:— 
COPY 
Dear Sir,—I am sorry I have not replied 
earlier to your letter of November 11. 
Your statement with regard to Paragraph 
30 of the Report on Economy of Building 
Materials that there will be little or no initial 
saving of actual materials in respect of 
cement is not disputed. On the question of 
cost, however, there is of course consider- 
able saving, viz. 35s. a yard for terrazzo. 
6s. to 8s. a yard for l-in. grano., 10s. a yard 
cold glaze, cement render 4s. a yard, and if 
you refer to Paragraph 2 (B) (b) of the 
Report you will see that the Committee, in 
their terms of reference, included considera- 
tion of reduction in standard of finishes in 
order to reduce financial cost. 
Yours faithfully, 
Cuas. J. MOLE, 
Director General of Works. 


From the National Federation of Terrazzo- 
Mosaic Specialists to the Director-General 
of Works, MoW:— 

COPY 

Dear Sir,—I thank you for your letter of 
February 3, the contents of which are noted. 
The title of the booklet and the terms of 
reference indicate where standards could be 
reduced to effect a saving in materials, the 
only reference to cost being found in one 
of the Sub-Committee’s recommendations, 
which my Federation submit is outwith the 
principal terms of reference; especially as 
your recommendations visualise increased 
cost where cheaper materials are in short 
supply and additional cost incurred as 
maintenance. The building owner or his 
architect may, therefore, consider that the 
initial expense of terrazzo —in comparison 
with your recommendations—is worthwhile. 
especially as no additional material is used. 

Although the date of publication of the 
booklet is noted, it is obvious that any or 
all recommendations are applicable only to 
the period whilst materials are in short 
supply, but there is no indication of this 
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proviso and so the document may or will 
be used “for all time” and become a standard 
work of reference and it is, therefore, a pity 
any reference was made as to cost. 
Yours faithfully, 
W. STRACHAN, 
Secretary. 


SIZE OF PRIVATE HOUSES 
Inquiry on Enforcement of Housing 
Manual Standards 


A MINistRY OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT inquiry was recently held at 
Bootle (Lancs) into an appeal by Messrs. 
Thomas Wright and Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
against a decision by the Bootle Council dis- 
approving a plan for the erection of 24 
houses at Netherton. 

The plan was disapproved on the grounds 
that it would be detrimental to amenity as 
the houses did not conform to the standards 
of minimum superficial area contained in 
the Hoysing Manual, 1949. 

For the builders, Mr. L. Rico said it was 
a case of a private builder seeking permission 
to complete a housing project planned and 
largely executed before the war. Of about 
250 houses which were then planned 167 
had been built, and he suggested it was wrong 
to apply a test from a Ministry manual which 
applied only to subsidised council houses 
and not to houses privately built for sale. 
There were many people in Bootle anxious 
to buy that type of house. 

CounciILLor S. MAHON, chairman of the 
Bootle Housing Committee, said houses were 
being built by the Council in Bootle for 
sale and the authorities did not want people 
there to be crippled financially in the process 
of paying for them. If people on the town’s 
housing list were given the opportunity of 
renting or buying a house today they would 
prefer to rent one. 

For the Council it was submitted that the 
Ministry’s manual was intended to be fol- 
lowed by private builders as well as by local 
authorities. The inquiry was closed and the 
result will be made known later. 


ECONOMIC RENTS 
Stoke Newington Council’s Decision 


A RECOMMENDATION for the charging of 
unsubsidised rents for council dwellings 
where tenants could afford them was 
approved by Stoke Newington Council at its 
meeting on April 22. The system will 
be started with 209 flats which are now 
nearing completion. Other rents will be 
varied on re-letting. In all about 850 post- 
war dwellings will be affected. 

The 209 flats have been built on expensive 
land and consequently the subsidies on them 
are high, as can be seen in the following 
table which shows the comparison of weekly 
rents, exclusive of rates:— 


No Subsidy Full Subsidy 


, ie ae | £ s. d. 
One bedroom 216 8 37.5 
Two bedrooms... 3 2 5 ag 72 
Three bedrooms . 2. rss 


A tenant who considers he cannot pay 
the economic rent can apply for a reduc- 
tion. He must declare his income, and that 
of his wife if she is earning. 

The return he makes will be considered 
in agreeing on an individual rent. This will 
be based on the council’s income scale and 
dependants’ allowances. 

Tenancies will be offered in rotation. 
according to the points scheme, to persons 
on the housing waiting list. 


7 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Appeal to Build Within Metropolitan 
Green Belt Dismissed 


AN appeal was recently made by Mr. 
+ H. W. Norden to the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government against Caterham 
and Warlingham UDC’s refusal to give plan- 
ning permission for the erection of a house 
in Church-road, Woldingham, on a site which 
was stated, at the inquiry, to be just over a 
quarter of a mile from the development area 
of the village. 


The appellant contended that the develop- 
ment of a single plot by the erection of one 
house would not be detrimental to the Coun- 
cil’s Green Belt proposals. 


The Council: took the view that, in this 
instance, in-filling by the erection of a house 
was undesirable and unsuitable, and that if 
the appeal were allowed the ground would 
be cut from the Council’s feet in refusing 
similar applications in similar areas. 


The Minister has dismissed the appeal and 
states that residential development within the 
Metropolitan Green Belt, for purposes not 
connected with agriculture, must be kept to a 
minimum. 


Successful Appeal Against Limitation 
on Planning Consent 


THE DECISION of the Surbiton Borough 
Council to grant Mr. H. R. Melville plan- 
ning permission to retain his refreshment hut 
on a site adjoining Arcade-parade, Hook, only 
for a further limited period of five years 
was the subject of a recent appeal to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. 


In the course of a public inquiry it was 
stated that the site, part of which had been 
dedicated to the public in 1937, was eventu- 
ally proposed to be developed with perma- 
nent shops, and the Council desired to 
reconsider the situation in 1957. Mr. Mel- 
ville had been advised that a further appli- 
cation for a limited extension of time would 
receive sympathetic consideration. 


In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that he is of the opinion that there 
is no justification for limiting the period 
of consent. He takes the view that the 
appellant’s business might serve a_ useful 
purpose, situated as it is on a site proposed 
to be included in a shopping zone, and he 
has therefore decided to allow the appeal 
and to grant unrestricted permission for the 
use of the hut as a café. 


Caravan Site at East Molesey : 
Limited Consent Granted 


ApPEALS by Mr. E. A. Piddington and 
Mr. A. J. Teague, tenant and site owner 
respectively, against the refusal of the Esher 
UDC acting on behalf of the Surrey County 
Council, to grant planning permission for the 
continued use of land at Summer-road, East 
Molesey, as a site for a caravan dwelling 
have been considered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, following 
upon a public inquiry. 


The Minister has decided to allow the 
appeals to the extent only that he grants 
permission for the continued use of the land 
as a site for one caravan for 12 months, 
subject to the condition that the caravan 
shall be removed from the site on the 
expiration of the limited period. 
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TRANSPORTING LIQUID 
CONCRETE 


Dutch Conveyor Belt System 


DUTCH firm, N. V. Escher, of The 
Hague, manufacturing various kinds of 
conveyor systems, have recently produced a 
belt conveyor specially designed for the 
transport of bulk cement concrete from mixer 
to building site. It is claimed, writes a 


correspondent, that the new system over-. 


comes the problems usually faced by 
mechanical transport of concrete, particularly 
that of disintegration. One considerable 
advantage is that no extra water has to be 
added to the mixture for its carriage. 

The concrete is of the right consistency if 
it does not stick to the belt. It should, there- 
fore, form a plastic mass, with no more water 
than is strictly necessary. This limitation 
naturally improves the quality. 

Field tests have shown that these con- 
veyors possess excellent qualities and are 
economical in use. In the construction of a 
new building at The Hague, more than 40 
tons of concrete were carried over a distance 
of 460 feet in an hour. It is obvious that 
the working tempo on the job is considerably 
increased by this new system. Another great 
advantage is the ability to increase or reduce 
as required the number of conveyors taking 
part in the process. It is possible to 
join the belts in such a way as to make access 
to any part of the building possible, regard- 
less of differences in levels. The cement 
mixture can, in fact, be transported up to an 
angle of approximately 22 degrees. 

The belt conveyors are of relatively light 
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construction and can, therefore, be moved 
easily. The rubber belt is in the shape of q 
trough. It is 16 or 20 inches wide, ang 
provided with three canvas inlays surrounded 
by a layer of vulcanised rubber. A special 
rubber-coated scraper prevents the cement 
from sticking to the rubber belt. 

The sets of rollers are made of a rust- 
resisting, light-metal alloy. In addition, the 
ball-bearing housings in the rollers are fitted 
with dustproof packings. The chain trans- 
missions are enclosed in a chain-guard 
casing, so that the conveyors can be cleaned 
quite simply by playing a hose on them. 


SOCIETIES 


NOTTS, DERBY AND LINCOLN 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Formation of New Branch 


Mr. T. N. CARTWRIGHT, FRIBA, president 
of the Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln 
Society of Architects, speaking at a dinner 
at the Yarborough Hotel, Grimsby, on 
April 17, to mark the formation of a North 
Lincolnshire branch, said that for the first 
time the area had an effective professional 
organisation for architects. 

An address on acoustic and sound insula- 
tion problems was given by Mr. Hore 
BAGENAL, FRIBA, acoustics consultant for 
the House of Commons and the Royal Festi- 
val Hall. 

Officials of the new branch include Mr. J. 
Fred Pye, LRIBA, chairman; Mr. W. Ing- 
ham, ARIBA, vice-chairman; Messrs. L. A. 
Hendry, .ARIBA, and H. T. Bower, joint 
secretaries; and Mr. R. Morley, treasurer. 








ee ee BE AM 


CHISWICK POLYTECHNIC.—The single-span hollow roof slabs shown in the 
photograph above have been used in the gymnasium roof of the new Chiswick Po!\- 
technic. Believed to be among the largest ever to be constructed, the units are 42 /' 


4 in. long, with a clear span of 40 ft. 9 in. 


creasing to 104 in. in the middle. 


per sq. ft. 
of 25 Ib. per sq. ft. 


They are 84 in. deep at the ends, '"- 


The cavity is approximately 94 in. wide and 5} in. 
deep at the ends, increasing to 64 in. deep in the middle. 


The overall weight is 68 /° 


The slabs are designed to carry finishes of 28 lb. per sq. ft., plus a loading 
They were made by Concrete, Ltd. Chiswick Polytechni: 


was designed by Messrs. Dalgliesh and Pullen, FF.RIBA, in collaboration wit! 


Mr. C. G. Stillman, FRIBA, Middlesex County Architect. 


The main contractors 


are F. Troy and Co., Lid. 
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LMBA 


Accidents in the Building Trade 
‘PEAKING at a luncheon meeting of 
s Central Area No. 2 the president of the 
MBA, Mr. GERALD HILL, said that the 
| MBA had been turning its attention to 
accidents in the building industry. These 
appeared to have increased during recent 
years. The recently published report of the 
Inspector of Factories made special refer- 
ence to the building trade and its poor 
record, and said that employers in the build- 
ing industry did not seem to be alive to the 


position, : : : 5 : 
“| do not agree with this view, said Mr. 
Hill, “for many of us have already joined 


the Safety Officers’ Accident Group, and 
before long there will, 1 am sure, be many 
more members. Accident prevention on our 
jobs is not only a very human problem; it 
is an economic problem as well. Untidiness 
on jobs is known to be one of the chief 
causes of many accidents, besides leading 
to wastage of material and wastage of time. 
Tidiness breeds efficiency, and efficiency 
makes for higher production and lower 
costs.” : : 

Speaking of apprenticeship, Mr. Hill said : 
“ Our record of intake is still lamentable, and 
we must realise that here again recruitment 
of apprentices is, apart from anything else, 
a matter of plain economics. Unless we staff 
the craft side of our industry fully we auto- 
matically develop a scarcity value for the 
existing craftsmen, with a consequent in- 
crease in wages rates. Our new Roll of 
Apprentice Masters has caught the imagina- 
tion, and since the announcement of its in- 
auguration there has been an encouraging 
increase in the number of inquiries made at 
Bedford Square. I trust that we shall see 
this develop as the year goes on.” | 

Mr. J. Hodgson, of Jarvis Bros. (Builders), 
Ltd., chairman of the Area, presided. 


PLASTERING PRIZES 
Presentation at LMPA Meeting 


AT the spring meeting of the London 
i Master Plasterers’ Association two 
prizes donated to London by British Plaster 
Board, Ltd., were presented by Mr. E. Smith, 
chief technical adviser to the firm, to D. P. 
Brown, of Southall, and R. T. Gadsden, 
of Shepherd’s Bush, first in the City and 
Guilds fina] and intermediate examinations 
in plastering respectively. Both are pupils 
at the Hammersmith School of Building, and 
Mr. Gadsden was last year awarded the 
LMBA bronze medal for plastering. Mr. 
C. W. Pool, president of the Association, pre- 
sided. ; 

Introducing Mr. Smith, the PRESIDENT said 
that not enough boys were entering the 
building industry and not enough masters 
were taking on and training apprentices. The 
parents of these two young men were to be 
congratulated because he was sure that it 
was largely owing to their influence that they 
had continued steadfastly with their training 
to emerge with the honours they had now 
won. 

Mr. SmrTH said that the plastering indus- 
try was going through “a plain period. 
which was having a retrograde effect on 
apprent’ceship. There were, however, signs 
that this period was on its way out. He 
congratulated the two young men on their 
undoubted ability as craftsmen and also 
upon their academic ability. There were lots 
of boys who could not absorb an academic 
education. He asked members to bear this 
in mind when considering prize schemes. 

The prizes consisted of kits of tools. 
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ABATING LONDON’S FOGS 


Contribution of Smokeless Fuels and 
Modern Appliances 


Mr. L. W. Joynson-Hicks, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Fuel and Power, said 
on April 15, when he visited the Fuel Effici- 
ency and Smoke Abatement Exhibition which 
is being held at Charing Cross Underground 
Station, that day after day throughout this 
long winter the underground railways had 
been bringing into Central London tens of 
thousands of people to work. When they 
had left the outskirts of London the skies 
had often been clear and the sun shining, 
but when they got into London they had, 
time and again, found the sun hidden by a 
foggy blight. “We want to put an end to 
these fogs,” he declared. “Smoke from the 
chimneys is one indication of the inefficient 
burning of fuel. 

“Already the Government are setting up 
a special committee to inquire into the more 
technical aspects of smoke abatement, but 
each one of us can help in the matter him- 
self by preventing his fires from smoking. 

“I am very glad that the public is show- 
ing so much interest in this exhibition. 
Nearly 3,000 people a day have been round 
it and many inquiries have been received. 
I hope that the public of other great cities 
is becoming as greatly interested as London- 
ers are in this problem. 

“The Government are also doing much 
to help. Coalite is smokeless fuel and is 
now ‘ off the ration’ and the allocation of 
coke was greatly increased this winter and 
all modern fire-places which are ‘improved 
appliances ’ must be capable of burning coke. 
Over two million of them were produced last 
year. If people will burn more coke in 
their domestic fires they will help us to 
achieve the dual object of reducing the 
smoke which goes up the chimney and using 
fuel more efficiently.” 

The exhibition has been arranged by the 
Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation. 
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BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENCY 


Vacancies at Residential Home 


THE BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION, 
which maintains a residential home at 
Twickenham for master builders and their 
dependents of limited means, announces that 
there are at present a number of vacancies 
at the home, for either single people or 
married couples, and the Institution is most 
anxious to ensure that the excellent facilities 
provided there are fully utilised. 


Residents in the home must be able-bodied 
and are asked to pay a nominal amount 
weekly in accordance with their circum- 
stances; they are only subject to a few essen- 
tial rules. A qualification is that, to be 
eligible for a place in the home, a builder 
must have been established in business for 
at least ten consecutive years. 


Those wishing for further information 
should apply to the Secretary at 47, Bedford- 
square, London, WC1I. 


FOREMEN AND CLERKS OF 
WORKS 


Manchester Association Formed 


“WE BELIEVE that well-run associations 
of foremen and clerks of works can be of 
immense benefit, not only to the member but 
to the industry and the employer,” said Mr. 
F. H. Grecory, secretary of the Nationa! 
Federation of Clerks of Works and Builders’ 
Foremen at a meeting in Manchester. 


The meeting had been called by the 
Sheffield Association, Mr. J. R. Booth, their 
president, taking the chair, with the object 
of starting an association in Manchester. Not 
only was this proposition accepted and an 
association formed, but two donations, one 
of £7 and one of £5, were also accepted. 


Mr. Gregory also said that he regretted 
that employers in the North of England were 
not keen on an organised body of foremen. 
“We offer them two valuable services,” he 
said. “ By educating and improving the effici- 
ency of the foremen, and by the standards 
of membership we set, they can rely on staff 
recommended by us.” 


Mr. Hanna was appointed chairman of the 
new Association and Mr. C. O. Corless, 11, 
Colson-drive, Alkington, Middleton, secre- 
tary. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
Steel House, Tothill-street, Westminster, SW1, is now 
represented in Northern Ireland by CommANpDerR G. F. 
Evans, who succeeds Mr. B. J. BLUNDEN as branch 
manager in Belfast. 


It has been announced by Dimplex, Ltd., Totton, 
Hants, that their sales manager, Mr: L. W. KNIGHT, has 
moved from Southampton to London, and his address 
is now 9, Stane-way, Ewell, Surrey (Tel.: Ewell 8297). 
The area covered by their northern representative, Mr. 
T. E. Green, has been extended to include Northumber- 
land, Durham, Cumberland and Westmorland. Mr. 
Green’s address is: 40, Longley-tane, Northenden, 
Manchester (Tel.: Wythenshawe 2679). 

The United Steel Companies, Ltd., 17, Westbourne- 
road, Sheffield 10, announce that Dr. W. Davies, MSc 
(Sheffield), PhD(London), AMIMM, head of the Ore 
Dressing Laboratory at their Central Research and 
Development Department, has been selected to be one of 
the two official delegates to the OEEC Mission to visit 
Continental countries in order to gather facts about 
research of low grade ores and to consider possible 
measures to ensure closer co-operation between organ- 
jsations engaged in mineral dressing. 

The directors of Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., announce that 
with effect from March 25, Mr. S. Bonp has been 
appointed London | manager, and Mr. J. M. 
GitHaM, MC, provincial general manager. 

Mr. Donatp MAcPuaw has assumed the duties of 
sales director with the Indestructible Paint Co., Ltd. 
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BUILDING BY-LAWS 
Present Regulations Extended 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government refers in Circular 30/53 to 
Circular No. 82/52 commending new model 
building by-laws to the local authorities and 
stressing the need for submitting drafts of 
fresh local by-laws at the earliest possible 
date. 

While the response to the request for early 
submission of drafts has generally been 
satisfactory, it will not now be possible to 
confirm by June 30 by-laws which have not 
yet been submitted, and in all the circum- 
stances the Minister has decided to extend, 
where necessary, the operation of existing by- 
laws until December 31, 1953, and an order 
to that effect will be issued in due course. 

The need for new local by-laws is, how- 
ever, still most urgent and the Minister trusts 
that the local authorities who have not yet 
submitted drafts will do so at the earliest 
possible date. 


CORONATION HOLIDAYS 
LMBA Decisions 


Tae London Master Builders’ Association 
have issued an advance notice (Circular 
A9/1953) relating to Coronation holidays : — 


CORONATION: (a) Whitsun Holiday.— 
The London Regional Joint Committee have 
received notification from the National 
Joint Council that in the special circum- 
stances of the Coronation, “any Local Joint 
Committee, having regard to the general 
practice of industries in any locality, may 
decide that in the year 1953, one day of 
Public Holiday as specified in local Working 
Rules to be taken on Whit Monday, shall in- 
stead be taken on June 1, 1953.” 

The London Regional Joint Committee, 
having given careful consideration to all the 
relevant circumstances in the London 
Region, have decided that it would be im- 
practicable for the Whitsun Holiday to be 
thus transferred in the Region generally, but, 
nevertheless, where in the case of particular 
jobs, the Joint Secretaries, upon notification 
in advance, are satisfied that special circum- 
stances exist which prevent building work 
from proceeding on Monday, June 1 (for 
example, the closing down of factories or 
other premises in which work is being carried 
out) they may, on behalf of the Committee, 
authorise the Whitsun Holiday to be trans- 
ferred in respect of the particular contract 
concerned. 

Where the holiday is so transferred, the 
National Joint Council have made it clear 
that “ work done on Whit Monday shall not 
carry premium rates of payment, the entitle- 
ment to these having been transferred to 
June 1, but shall be under the same condi- 
tions as those applying on ordinary working 
days.” 

(b) Work on Coronation Day: June 2.— 
In Circular A4/1953, dated March 3, there 
was reported the recommendation of the 
National Federation Council that on Coro- 
nation Day, June 2, building sites and works 
should be closed and that in respect of that 
day payment be made of one day’s wages at 
the appropriate standard rate for eight or 
eight and a half hours according to the 
normal working hours in the locality con- 
cerned. 

Arising from this, members have inquired 
whether any work which has to be done on 
Coronation Day, should be paid for at 
double time rates. The Government have an- 
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nounced that Coronation Day will be a 
Public and Bank Holiday, and it therefore 
clearly comes in the category of “ any other 
Bank Holiday specially proclaimed,” and 
mentioned in London Working Rule which 
requires that work done on such days shall 
be paid for at the rate of double time. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
21, Bloomsbury-street, WC1, announce that 
with effect from May 4 their Lincoln branch 
office will be transferred to 113, Canwick- 
road. The telephone number will be 
unchanged at Lincoln 654. 


Tancot House, Dar-es-Salaam 


We have been informed by John Thomp- 
son Beacon Windows, Ltd., that the name 
of the architects was inadvertently omitted 
from their advertisement which appeared on 
page 4 of our March 13 issue. The archi- 
tects for the building illustrated, which was 
Tancot House, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika, 
were Messrs. Blackburne, Norburn and Part- 
ners, FF.RIBA, of Nairobi, Kenya. 


Emergency Floodlighting 

A cargo of 100 “Tilley” 5,000 candle- 
power portable kerosene floodlights, manu- 
factured by the Tilley Lamp Co., Ltd., 15, 
Sackville-street, W1, has been flown out to 
Kenya for use against the Mau Mau terror- 
ists. These floodlights, apart from their 
normal uses in illuminating nightwork con- 
struction, were employed during the flood 
emergencies, as well as the recent London 
tube disaster. They are also used by night 
patrols in Malaya campaign. 


Overseas Trade 


The recent installation in South Africa 
of a number of movable walls exported from 
the United Kingdom by Holoplast, Ltd., 
New Hythe, Kent, prompted the comment 
by a South African newspaper that “ These 
have set the pace of architectural develop- 
ment in South Africa. 











ENTOKIL 


FLUIDS 





FOR 


WOODWORM 
avo DRY ROT 


For Woodworm Control use Rentokil Timber Fiuld 
A, B or C. Prices: A 27/6 gail., 15/- 4 gali.; 
B and C 21/- gall., 12/6 4 gall. For Dry Rot and 
all Fungal attack use Rentokil Ory Rot Fluid. 
Prices: 21/+ gall.,12/6 4 gall. For information 
and expert advice, cali or write: Woodworm and 
Dry Ret Centre Dept. B, 23 Bedford Sq., London, W.C.1. 
Tel.: Langham 5455. 

Should the services of a specialist company be required 
to carry out the work under guarantee, our expert will 
call to give an estimate. 


RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, 
SURREY. Tel. : Leatherhead 4021/2. 
PS: OPAL 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Royal Membership 


The acceptance by the Duke of Edinburgh 
of an honorary membership of the Institute 
of Fuel was announced on April 22 at their 
annual corporate meeting. This took place 
at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
Storey’s Gate, Great George-street, SW). 
where the report of the Council for 1952 
was read. An ordinary meeting of members 
followed, at which Dr. G. E. Foxwell 
delivered his presidential address. 


Ministry Appointments 


The Minister of Works, Mr. David Eccles 
MP, has appointed Miss I. M. Davis to be 
his assistant private secretary in succession to 
Mr. D. W. Royle. The Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Mr. Hugh Molson, MP, has appointed 
Mr. D. W. Royle to be his private secretary 
in succession to Mr. P. Jenkins. 


Joinery and Woodwork Employers 


Mr. E. W. T. King, AIOB, was re-elected 
chairman of the Joinery and Woodwork 
Employers’ Federation at the recent annual 
meeting. This was followed by an informal 
luncheon at which the principal officers of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and other bodies were the chief 
guests. 


Wrong Use of Hoist 


W. Kendrick and Sons, Ltd., builders, of 
Tasker-street, Walsall, were fined a total of 
£12 by the West Bromwich Stipendiary 
Magistrates Court, on April 20, on five sum- 
monses relating to the condition of a hoist 
used in building operations. It was stated 
that on March 3, when an inspector of fac- 
tories visited a West Bromwich building site 
on which the firm was working, he saw two 
men get on the platform of a goods hoist 
and ride up 25 feet to a working platform. 
Immediately afterwards a third man used 
the hoist. 


The Budget and Motor Transport 


The British Road Federation, while wel- 
coming the reduction of purchase tax which 
will benefit commercial vehicles, regrets that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer still “ sees 
fit to leave any tax whatsoever on the tools of 
industry.” The Federation says a reduction 
in motor fuel duty would reduce transport 
costs, which would be reflected in a decrease 
in the cost of living at home; cheaper ex- 
port goods which would stand a _ corres- 
pondingly greater chance of competing 
successfully in world markets; and a reduc- 
tion in the already high cost of road 
passenger travel, especially "bus fares to 
work. 


Industrial Safety 


A safety week and exhibition open to the 
general public has been staged by Kodak. 
Ltd., at their works in Wealdstone. Harrow. 
It illustrates with displays and demonstra 
tions the practice of safety and its national 
industrial importance. Hazards met in the 
building trade are demonstrated by actual 
scaffolding and equipment ; examples ©! bad 
electrical installations are shown; and 4 
display by the use of colour in relation to 
safety is displayed by models and machinery. 
Safety gear and protective equipment 5 also 
exhibited. The exhibition, which ends to-day. 
May 1, includes a continuous film show and 
a display of photographs. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


ft... information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
ae 
Pit Ballast as jhe me = a “ per yd. 1 Ol! 
Pit Sand aoe ue Sai iad + 19 11 
Washed Sand ... e £39 
; in. Shingle... ae ih Pie rap me ie 18 5 
j in. Broken Brick _... oyet ae on sie ‘ns 19 3 
Pan Breeze ews ie os i * ¢ 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate mi ..  perton 213 1 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ne aa ate a 433-9 
1 to 6 tons, site PF $2 © 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site gas oe be = as ee 
I to 6 ton do. site . sas ot _ $1: @ 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots a - 614 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. 3d. Lad ton. 
White Portland Cement =e a 12 13 6 
Under | ton per cwt. i$ 2 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 6°34 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 Os. 9d. to £10 14s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ai 14409 
Stourbridge = 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London - 333.6 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks _... pis ies pes oe ne 1,000 1017 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... os we ie : ie 10 1 6 
Mild Stocks a 810 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District. Commons Al ; ; ; “ 3+ $9 
Cellular ene a see a oh a > 2:3 
Keyed ae pi aoa a “i ss $10 0 
Rustics ie os ae ad Ret a 613 0 
Cellular Rustics .... ens ‘ne oa aa a 613 0 
Single Bullnose do. vent a eas ae 6 6 8 0 
Sandfaced ... oes me ie a bs 7 8 O 
Cortex Facing Bricks ae at YS Be 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ set 7 23 14 O 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ... ois pe 24 8 O 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ied sa eo > ie BB 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) aaa ed s 918 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites). e 8 16 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) = : = aa 3-9 
3in. do. (London Stations) . » 26 11 6 
} in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
_(London Sites) a 13 4 6 
in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) oe 13 9 6 
24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) vas 141 0 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
(London Sites) “ 14 1 0 
<¢ in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) So es i = 12 14 0 








£s5.d 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) os -. per1!000 13 7 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, e. Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers $ : “3 64 0 0 
Headers at bes "= 63 0 90 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats ae oat a. 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... i i ai a in 85 0 
Double Headers a 77 10 O 
One side and two ends = 87 0 O 
Two sides and one end s me ne nee i 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints is oe sii ai ms 83 0 0 


Second quality — 10° Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Ciay Partition BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 

2 in. ae Bae .. 150 yds. “— .. ver yd. sup. 42 
Pee ae ... 135 yds. nis sen “a 4 5 
3 in. ee ws Seo Wau 3 4 il 
4 in. (6 cavity ) woe | ae oi @:3 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE 

2 in. es ae ... 100 yds. it be on = 
24 in. a asi ee - 3 10 
3 in. pe sans noe iad 4 5§ 
4 in. bea pee ce ae ae a » Bee 

CRANHAM 
2 in oe ad 5 10 
24 in fe 6 4 
3 in » Bos 
4 in. “ea a 9 2 
4} in. Load bearing quality nes = ie 10 2 
FLoor BLOCKS 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. sie 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ... .. per1,000 3012 0 
4 in. OO: as sie Po one je is nih 33 13 O 
5 in. ae oe aaa aan me ave ‘a 38 5 O 
6 in. ae ss a Os aah ait at 45 9 0 
7 in. GM sas me: eS oy oa he i 52 10 O 
8 in. ee ai ae ae aed oh 59 19 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality oa 674% +874°% +974% 
B.S.S. Best. do. +10% +674% +10% +873 71 , +974 
Tested Quality + 374% + am +374%+ Hs 2 + i Hee 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%,+ 674% +474%+874% +47 sa 4 
S. ° 

3 in. Land Drain sas = 12 in. a. -. per1,000 915 0 
4 in. do. ; ‘ed os 1215 6 
6 in. do. a ri en jee Pa a 26 9 O 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park ius ah: one per ft. cube 6 8 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground © 7 8 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, ; 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area oa ae as 7 @ 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R 
Southern Region e = es a rs 1 ae 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
din. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 


super in area .. per ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described . ire a 8 6 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, ecnakind ae and 


,Stooled cills : é .. perft.cube3 1 9 

2in. x 6 in. do. " do. sn om ye Pe 
12 i in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ‘ Re 114 0 
12in. x 3 in. ee and twice throated coping - sce 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do Bau me es 
44 in. x 9 in. Pliot * rubbed on top and face Bes 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes.. per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—<ontinued £ s.d. s : i. 4 
a and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x 3in. .. om es eee ae ee ee + 10 ® 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ...per ft. cube i26 Jin. x 7 in. ON nl ho i ae 5 0 
Do. do. ~~" one — ” basi faced 10 in. x 4 in., 12 In. x 5 n. eee eee oor ” i$ 8 
brickwork ss es he ee Lg x : in., + x “i ’ 9 in. x ; in. 
Hard York— in. X 4 in., in. X 4in., in. X 4in., 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10in. x Sin, in. x 8in, 12in. x 8in, 
14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13in. x Sin, I4in. x Stin, 14in x6in »} ,, 10 0 
and front ..per ft. cube > ee 14 in. x 8 in., 1Sin. x Sin, 15 in. x 6 in 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top ‘and front a 116 9 16in. x 6in.,  I6in. x 8in., 18in. x 6in, 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18in. x Jin,  18in. x 8in,  20in. x 6} in, 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 11 9 ae x 7 in. oe one one word oe 
TILES and PANTILES oe ; ang es average price we ne i ve et 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated ‘cont Get Seeieiiien aR ee 
Machine-made Pantiles and French _ Tiles from RS. Joi fitted 15 
 Aecsaieeiiion dheades a a 5 oists cut and fitte ae ie rate ne 5115 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ge * 41 18 6 sage oa wgouias me a as ee we * z : 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district : ae ee Compound stanchions _ a es si 65 0 0 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 12 10 6 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | tg a i 770 0 
Machine-made 104 x ~ Staffordshire district 13 0 0 Average prices not for awkward work. ‘ ” 
—— Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 8 0 | Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex ‘ London 
achine-made Hip and Valley ~_ do. ee Stock § in. diam,, and upwards 716 
sees ty ge (49s) . - - ° } in. } ae os = os io per ton extra 3 12 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. f 4 = Wye 1 Kea x ae wai “ : . : 
SLATES 4 in. do. ane eas ses ah sat Sex ms py 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage M 
ILD STEEL TUBES. 
F000 actual truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
24 i? 96 19 3 ee pases W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
eS eee 83 0 0 lassB 1 6i¢% Light +203% ' yo 308 
2 x #1 Le S 6 a re ts 219 Heavy +28}°7 Malleable List — 394 e+ 35 A 
o> von Black— * 
18 10 a¢17 9 | CsA — 2545 Ligh + ates 
$ ‘ “ 3 15 0 fant "a yy) Heavy + 16% Malleable List — 394°, 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. ates re Nozzies Low 
TIMBER 3 in. ag ge eae as 3/1, 2/9 10 
oftwood— NM ea ae. ieee eg Reis Peace /~ 0 
Joinery quality be ..Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 4 in. ase ie ie bea - 4/4 3/4 1/2 
Carcassing quality . do 7 £95 to £105 44 in. i me a ae So ee 3/8 i/5 
| in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. £110 0 O 5 in. nee oe 5/4 4/1 1/? 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. ae do. per ft. cube 1: 529 3i = 1.0.G. GuTTERS me 
do. Honduras do. ... do. : 23150) 3 od: Be Re 3/7 AN 
Oak European do. ine do. ag oe ei } in. wig sia ae vee we 4/54 3/7 1/2 
a Ceemee an or . a0) 4. en 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. : ee eS ee 5 nn ae ae 4/4 1/8 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ee 3 6-9 5 in. +n eve wes va ee 5/94 4/il 1/il 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. me | ae C.1. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. aed Pipe Bends Branches 
Delivered London area. 2 in. ve ane jeans 3/4 4/9 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 24 in. te oe oe o we 6/7 3/8 3/9 
2 ft. 0i in. X 6 ft. é in. i ses each 1 12 0 3 in. eee eee ose eee see 7/5 4/8 hag 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Soe ia de a S450.) FE weet gee ee ee 5/7 g/t 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. SSeS. aa \ gee eee 114 6 | 4 we ate wee nee eee O/B 6/9 9/9 
t.9in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ome sate et ie 116 9 
2 in. do., but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. ee Se —" 5/9 T/- 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sa sis rs) 0 tT oe Ren ce 6/4 8/8 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. SS ee 213 6 | 3in. ee wee. aed ga 1/= 10/5 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in oe a6 ne oti oa 9/11 8/8 12/1 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Se ee aga kde ae Se eM 8S na ae ge 9/9 13/11 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. wee eee ote » 2 6 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 7)’; and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton. lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... per yd. 5:2 gsr as a tg 
i} in. do. (67 yds.tol ton)... —_ _ 7 4 cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ... oi me 8 114 4 in. es ian 1 4 17 50/1 13/10 24/5 
24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) |...  ... 10 3 6 in. Ki «2 @- ae 28/10 49/11 
3 in. do. (39 yds.tolton) ... 11 5} os eee 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 12} per cent. discount. 
; sa haiieae do. per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per rq discount. $3 4 
es ie kee ne ae 6 in. in. in. in 
in. do. do. oe ie 2 2s Pipes 6-ft. lengths ryd. 3/6 3/9 4/6 6/- 
fe in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ..-per yd. sup. > a9 Shoes a eee 3 8 8 he 4/ 
Roofing Felt, : -ply ... i ii iz, ie Single Branches ... 3 3/6 4/3 5/- 7/ 
do. ply ae me Be ee en Bends square or obtuse_,, 2/6 2/9 3/6 5/ 
Best Scotch one in slabs ... per 4 cwt. 500 Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, 2/9 3/6 4/- 5/6 
one ae pearl ‘ et oe pod a ; 3°® do. 6m: do. ., 3/- 3/6 4/6 6/ 
#8 ane Age " 2 
Cut Nails, 3 in. ‘and up (1-ton lots) per aa 59 ; ° AsBEsTos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS. 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) percwt. 213 8 4in. 44 in. 5 in. 7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots). > 10° 3 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/3 3/7 4/3 2/4 
” Drop ends en each 2/3 2/4 2/7 3/3 
wap re Stee. Joists, Erc. _ —, s /9 /10 /il 1/i 
asis Joists— ngles and nozzles ss 2/8 3/1 3/7 4/3 
6 in. x § in, 8 in. a $ in., 8 ‘ol x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in., Union Clips on ” 1 Ye mt 2/3 
in. Xx tt 
veh hag plain cut to — delivered on Oo Oe AsBestos HaLr- bes sy ma AND Rerrmecs. 
” é in. ’ in. in. + 
a Tf in. Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/4 3/9 tio 4 4/ 
3 in. x 3 in., 4in. X 3 in, 5 in. X 2} in. = fer Drop ends... ++ @ach = 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 : 
4in. x 1} in. FS ug ae ” ; 2 : Stop ends eileen as /8 /9 /10 fil It 
ry! in. ae ge in. : k a oes se: pe > Ae ee Nowios A Me 33 is 36 3/9 4 
in. X in in. X B. aes dik ee : . ane see ” 2 st 
; ” 0 0) Use Gin owe oe Be ae 1S 























May 1 1953 
Metals—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£«. d 
lron—Staffordshire Crown pny sce 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars ase ia i IF. 3 :Q 
Mild Steel Hoops : bak ee eee 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
cee: 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge at ose aes awa ee > 45:92 6 
24 gauge nie ons ose ase wis eee ac oe 
26 gauge Ae le ia ee 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge We ; car ane rae wes ae ae ee 
24 gauge aig as ee nan ae siete ong ae 
26 gauge Oe de Y ae 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge + uae aa eek sep ee 
24 gauge ant ee ive ae nd ade we Se ee 
26 gauge saa 58 12 0 


Metal Windows. —Standard Metal Windows, "B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area 
M.O.H 


All per doz. sin. fin. lin. Min. 1fim. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron at ... 78/- 125/9 


Toilet bib cocks for iron . 105/8 143/4 


Screw down stop cocks foriron 67/1 109/- 183/5 372/6 496/6 1775/2 
do. withtwounionsforlead 97/3 155/6 291/9 397/4 611/4 1039/4 
Double nut boiler screws ... 16/8 24/2 41/6 44/6 55/4 72/2 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 183/- 278/- 363/- 660/- 840/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ay ee ae tahte 2tft Safe Sesh T8/3 136/2 
Iiin. Tin. 2in. Jin. 34in 4 in. 
Caps and screws 27/10 33/5 50/- 100/- 108/4 gn 
Brass sleeves aes 29/3 39/- 55/7 70/2 73/2 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass Lee 
screws sc, Safe 69/9 111/9 190/9 
Lead S. trap do. cm sas = GT 83/9 137/3 246/6 
Solder s. & 
Plumbers’ si ‘ie ai cai perlb. 3 6 
Tinmen’s as ae ae pid sia aaa ve os 4 3 
4 6 


Blow pipe 
< opper tubes BSS 659/1944_ on the basic price of 317d. ‘per lb. ‘plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
4 in. x 19 gauge ... aes rk Total per lb. 434 
3 in. x 19 2” eee eee eee 1 ” ” 42 
ee ea ooh ae ee ee wee ae 40} 
14 in. 18 99 ove eee ee 84 ” ” 40 
Ai: ER ake es aS we 84 ” > 40 
2 i xX ue ” ” 414 
Rolled Cones sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras «. perton 333 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. percwt. 617 0O 
do. 12 gauge do. Pe 614 9 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ingextras. ... ; fees ..© per Ib. 2 it 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling ¥ ened in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 
ee - 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 118 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils wa aa 119 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2in. to 4in. dia. ... ‘a 121 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. on oe mn - 123 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. we e 121 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under I ton 
5 ewt. and under 1 ton 7 se per cwt 2 0 
3 cwt. do 5 cwt. = ida ie ie a 4 0 
| cwt. do. 3 cwt. a vail fe 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £71 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton bt ae 
do. White do. do. ” 7 il 0 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. bes is 7 6 3 
do. Fine do. do. ete 9 7M. 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads oy. i =i i 6:9 
Hydrated Lime do. was io jie HAS ” 5 9 0 
ump Lime do. eee ” 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... ‘i 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads __... ee 935.3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ihe on ‘ss 235? 
Hair: | 3 .. per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath ‘or Base ‘Board Ft in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2.3 
C op Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
2 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 —_ _ over in one ees wig 


Deliveted site ... ” 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Detivered London area. s. d. 
Ceiling Distemper ... “ee ares is «. =per cwt. 12 0 
Wastible Distemper ee sii ioe Fes i iz 0 
Gloss Paifit -«- per gal. 15 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) per cwt. 0 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ous. 


NANaAA~ WNW 
— 


Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks per cwt. a3 
I cwt. kegs ss 16 3 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 zal. lots in i tal. tins per gal. 15 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg «- per cwt. 0 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, | cwt. keg = 19 9 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin @ 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra +. per gal. 18 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. Fei aac “ 18 11 
; ‘ SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra eos a 5 of 
do. do. (40 gal.drum) do aks ‘a S 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior iis 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . 5: ea sai a 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper = ai per piece 17 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside Nid «. per gal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. bad 2 foe Wb Sia ss 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside de ws as ° 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. soe nid mE od 115 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. a a eat ve 2 2°"6 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... ade sae ace ‘in 210 0 
Front Door Varnish tna ara eas Eas ae 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... =a aw ae Sania ‘a 110 0 
Black Japan <a ae ee uA + a ae St 
Brunswick Black ... ii Ene aa se mea 100 
Berlin Black aaa pee th Bt ina ms ee oe 
Terebene th er Nes sy ee es. 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ah sie sid ‘a 20 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.)_... sci aes a 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. 8 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. ... : 
oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” see 
36 OZ. ” ” » ” ” ” ” eee 9} 
32 oz. ” ” ” ” ” 7 1 0 
+ in. Roiled Plate.. im oii oi oak 9 
fs in. and } in. Rough Cast ale var dee il 
+ in. Figured Rolled acon Cathedral, "Standard patterns : 
White 3 ‘ aia sin ei 9 
do. Standard Tints ‘ss ‘ ; 1 4 
0. Special Tints . a a r 
+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating * aed $2 
4 in. Wired Cast . 1 1 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B. ; : a 7” Se ron ied oni ia a9 
P.B.3 MG Se ee aes wae city aan Hee 42 
P.B.32 Ls Soe x 34 in. ot a 42 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up ‘with— 
P.B.2 ee ~~ > 
P.B.3 6-3 
P.B.32 oss a 6 9 
4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. pe a Per ft. super 
In plates not Kaci. 2 ft. sup. “ a Sal = + 
Seeks: ~ 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
” ” ” ” 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
” ” ” ” 100 ft. sup. - 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one - 
or 135 in. both ways . ae ; aa we 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. orditto ... oe ‘aie sie ek oe 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ... es ee 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than hin. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. s 


Description of Glass. quantity. $. 

18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... bei pre dod ii 3,000 

24 OZ. » se jee ay pa ‘aii «.. 2,000 

26 OF. ss ‘ie rae awh ma a “a 2,000 7 

32 oz aes = a oe past — : 
in. Rolied Plate .. A 

t; in. Figured Rolled and. Cathedral Standard ‘ 
Patterns, White aa 1,000 + 

tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 7 pa 

%& in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or ye Cast 000 A 

} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ass oa — + 


3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 
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Given sitiitetas 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES a 
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AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953 
: Town. ’ . (Every endeavour i 
| ee” uae K is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot 
~~ a cepamanaseg aa ees EY TO we 
Abergavens jaoepeuseohetenuncnuan A ‘ SCHEDULE O be responsible of whi 
Abingdon IRR re: Ph eon Classification. A F GRADE RATES. for errors.) lished 
AcriNgtOM eeevecneeeeeees "A L smen ... ne P Al A2 A3 PR interest 
Aldeburgh. ENG WEARS abourers ... - 3/64 3/6 3/5 3 Shrewsbury WZ. oe Offic 
‘Abdesinat Cinsien A2 Town. ae — aes 3/1 3/04 3/0 A Sitti bury MB... A ihc 
ae af “a2 Bungay Grade. aco / 2/114 ee wescbueena iA tion (% 
: SS eee SR cy elaine a > mae . egness tee 
FO ada isaac at es A oo rouch -< Felixstowe Grade. Town Skipton ae Al Salta | 
, Altrincham .......:.e0.s0000++ Al nano eseveeesoeces MET EY preaneeeds & Al Loxton Grade. Sleaford U.D. vosael comple 
! RRR A urton-on-Trent C.B. ...... ei ee A Pecan. Sorweeecintnns A2 Slo ‘A sired 
Amersham chuaenebediekscagina Al Ne ae ery aig el ae Bieber Rs 9 28 A pone pee chavcsundntedediess A ee aeeeis or betwee 
. Ammanford -sakaalibeadtemsielee — a St. Edmunds ............. A t Folkestone Prag nie Re A . Macclesf ee =a Soetisham ee Duran 
i re Bae seeeeeee we a al itt 2 . ie me ieee. te _ ' 
Ardin - cramac spsaaeraten a2 aa. oA ene sreeeonrenonioeen te Al Mostonbend ; me <a _ aoe a San Le 
. PGIYY wonesvsnsenseronenesse 5 Orne ae aoe erg ee Al one .... southampton. ae san... The 
pe re RRL EMRE - Connie” seewnenensnsonnces A RNR SEEN. censonr A Maltby onncssssersessseanees 5: South aaa Bist 02 Siderur 
Tiiea-tigsi Emacs renee 2 eee 5 PY eeaeaeaiemgns tate A + toe sal ene pe A M M (ESSEX) ...eecseveeeeed South ihe ng eames A atl 
Ashby Woulds U. p”: D....A Canterbury ...c-ccecceosseeeet A Gasp. (Kent)........ Al ete U.Dan.ssccsosecoens Al Spalding UD. ©B...... A part of 
Ashford (Kent seeeeeeees A plea absangta st A2 GlOSSOp  ooveeeseveveeeeesees A imhetee oe Staffong sapere | * the 
Ashford (Middlesex)... IE BB er Rtg etter 2) aoe ss War sensinens teal Manningtree... ‘oe | SS RaaeEE ates 
Ashington aetieesn) are rf C ardiganshire, County of $A2 pr ae at Cnty. of ta — We ce . Staines acces It is 
ani EI TAD rs Carmarthenshire,Cnty of S Goole MB ik Sg eye A2 Measgate “siebtnheideciliaeia tile A2 Stantonwick ............. Al has a 
A on-under-Lyne........ Carnarvonshire, Cnt tA Gosport EDO: A Mark eocussseressssncssescres A2 SS ae aaa aan Nation 
oy pv and Brayton. vale Carnforth y.of tA3 aan a A cea Harborough U.D. A on + Gi apaipameaneianaia ; 
t pre ner neg R.D. coughs A ; Castleford Gravesend 3) Base A Matlock Ui Rietasndatnncendedteing A Stockton R.D. ........ structic 
ylesbury aa Caterham .. aan A lock U.D.  ......00 Stockton-on-Tees t 
Aylesby (Y See Chapel ; armouth Ridehtin cee Al S: on-Tees ina W 
pont ard eS EEE — a anel-en-le-Frith ... Nn Grimsby C.B. & Oy pa A chentonabhe A2 ee C.B A 
Ylesham  ...........0000 wee ary Dow ............... Grimsby R_D. (remait part) A Sacha thas EEE HA A2 toke Orchard Fe sonst A Aust 
we vee ee 3 pees rte ny & District ......... re —— eh mpage no Merthyr owbray U.D.......Al | peeing OP Nateapanass “4 pany ] 
: akewell U seeewes 206 2 j headle (Staffs) R.D........ inlishorcuoh...... 2 : PE: asteniovsnesbe : ourport ae * eweveudncurs ys 
Banburs D....seseseererr A Cheimsford saosksoue Kenai cas A TM agg Sicarnastane vou’ Al +9 aoa ETS “A ast act lf Dsiaus ices A in Nev 
& nee Castle U.D........ A oar aN uiens atid rs | Halesowen M.B tease eeneeeenees A Middlewich -.0........cccsssc0s A Pane ee “Avon MiB.AL industr 
oemeneretck Ce Seema FS ove am PAE AEN TIO: ce 8 Halian joooeeeeen steneesvsaniis A Milford de anprabdentgater ee d A er agg if PS A establi: 
4 ” SICY sssee : c PY seserenerseeeens ee ge ford Haved "AY | Shon Colgncd NB,” . 
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: Pin cot “= -Wolds A2) x ‘A hee wie (inc. oi) ae ee ee R.D.......Al eos UD. eeesvvereeeen = is inter 
é SOL apt ene eey am Within ek tain ~~ <= a gpaeedeganat apap ure joe we cise se mapped anata 
1 Re ree ee Al huish arden- H: re ewcastle-on-T vee Al T s oss th 
buns beepeshocusesoueeneasaneee Cho  saetsereneeeereesencees A2 astings Newcz v BE: | ndewtows A a Te A at it 
‘ — sckkokanteumietenakaie ‘ clean teeteesesesererenceaeess A Hatfield (Herts.) . ny tng craves A | senses: eT SE Te ei NE: a the ne 
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a Ree A Dewsbury oo... ta2 s+ _lledoraingtenabeuaggac A ee By Westbury ......... wake ficial I; 
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ae aa ene A Dorki oe Ki _ nee Radnorshire, Ww. n-super-Mare ......... Al nen ine 
Bayt aa ereneeneneenen A] Dorking onsen vce > Kidderminster M. aes A | Ramsgate County of $42 aaa A seal 
; Boldon U D i SES ET A? orset, ounty of (except. Ki 2s ae is tee eweene Rayleigh Seema meeeeweeereseres Whi OUT — na cenceneneeeeees Al ong tl 
| Bo TE ‘coustasedseliesciite ing Poole, Swa pt- 5 on Al | baingrentenacancs My DDS ccc nces cen ] 
: Bolsover U.D. vnc ccccn A | Wimborne iwanage and Kingsteignton 200 Al Reading eiccicssnesnerne “A women aoe: District - AD — 
SphelladnbrnbaseebubenxioiiG WOE Canetleciisnisee carga aldapeneonas: R SY Rio RNR 0 Ae rom 1 
remecneeth eee ee EY saad sr aeeranee 32 7 eae A Redhill and” Rei meer bs area senevsneneceseneaesee: — water 
ee EE are, A riffield U.D. oo... UNE deivon-srtiesvsnnctennll A | Ripon eigate A | Wigto A m 
ae +e eee x ae we as csis al gta cioamne Al Roch dntidieteutns * igton metres 
NE en 2 Dudiey M.B. ... Le nerd ey ae rer Willian C 
Bradford-ca-Avon A ee IE nocvmrevecseries I | Leamington M. B. ........... \.| Sees eS — 
ee ee Durh s iediadchibasuinabse A ~ so "ep alata ia Wilts. at It 4 
' Somemios” Ghee cord Al Sn eeeaRteRe 2: Leeds nee arenes A ee A Ww. County of ae ene ‘ 
: Breconshire” County of#a2 | EastBoume enc A | Leicester CB : | Soa sonnel | $ station 
| ae A2 . Glam. & Mon. Val......... Al am@emed 0a A ag Se bar paged e the ca 
Bridlington Pennie Ys A a Grinstead aie — ere eee Al St. Helens Oecvecvcccccocccecese Wis r and Eton compk 
: <a Eastwood (Notts) UB. Soe scans | See ee Witham i 
7 <° 0 ROT StS NARNTS: A “bbw Vale & Distri eA ic eld M.B A2 Scien. Cire. Ww. Chi 
: Bir | a Bk | eel 2 | Seino i Woting (iii ots 
: tas pecepaipr cen sess A ee A2 itt eham lo Ceeeceeveseesecces A . aay e-A2 | Wolverhampton C.B. A2 e ere 
= Ee paceanmenenateanee” A ARS renamaanasseacneons A2 lament... _A2 ates. sate Ps pase» a aise 
; Sebmaors’” i NE A2 ot i it aaeth See eT ry Llandudno ...... va ® | ee seman: ecmcsrete OP egal A a 
Brough D........ 4 ee eo A pleases atsie soe Al Sc rborough ...... orcester C.B. ....-...00000-4 space | 
& Broughton (Chesh RS: ae * Semeneg iSite A2 Llamelly .....seeseseeesesese A Selb: tOFPE oosssssessccnseeesees Workeey M. Oba Ste neal eH will b 
Buckley shire) ...... A ES EA BRIG -pnogg We meccantraneneraet * * pte ON AE: NEP TI r ma “5 eT a 
Ee adipessserveareae A Fareham Rs saas anes: A2 a nM ” Sevenoaks Fe ae cee a Worthing 3 ae 42 provin 
; Crater ot Birkenheed, L PURINE enncksnscsstnoisnni re Be ee __eegdliamsemenise A Shefficid ORME RNAS? rexham (incl. Cefn) ..... with ¢ 
k raftsmen, 3s. 74d. inuianith iad Slatted Binantabas pene el eae apse teaser A2  eteewrsesce Al , 
Norte. Labourers 3 Dig Wintntinbiiatictieaii ions ue vie Ship! teetenes are als 
‘ Ww —Carpenters, J + Be, SS t abo >Ceatteniem, Sa. 84. Labousmn:t A ane ecm weverenersentotetey ¢ : 
2: OMEN’S Rates.—I oiners and Plumbers i Plus 2d. per work Ss. 8d.; Labourers, 3 UFYNESS .......066 4 [ he 
carry out work o ee a n all districts throu ea all towns and r working day. Pr * This i 266. tn Gintene eOhaetentnun tud 
an craft processes, 2s. ad. the country the rate of ive 2d. per day Tool = County rate and a on the rate beyond the 12-mil ty 
. per hour. wages for women snoring npn | pplies except where higher gra oe vor tive b 
in craft the 
processes is 2s. 7d. per hour. mi 
Women introduced to storehi 
rrr 
nutldis 


For Building Tra 
de Wages in Sco 
tland see 
page 700 





PPP PP PHP eR > oh > 


a en ae on a a ee ae ee om ae ae 








May 1 1953 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Argentina.—A plastics industry the capital 
of which is said to be $40 m. is to be estab- 
lished in the Argentine by Canadian 
interests. 

Officials of the State Petroleum Corpora- 
tion (Yacimientos Petroliferous Fiscales) at 
Salta have announced that plans have been 
completed for the construction of a pipe-line 
between the petroleum fields at Campo 
Duran in Salta Province and the refineries at 
San Lorenzo in Sante Fe. 

The steel plant of the Sociedad Mixta 
Siderurgica Argentine is to be extended as 
part of the second five-year plan. Completion 
of the plant is scheduled for 1955. 

It is reported that the Ministry of Finance 
has allocated 34,800,000 pesos to the 
National Roads Administration for the con- 
struction of the new highway uniting Argen- 
tina with Bolivia. 


Australia——An Australian private com- 
pany, Eriama Estates, which is growing kenaf 
in New Guinea, is planning to develop the 
industry on a large scale with the possible 
establishment of a mechanised industry in 
the growing area which will necessitate a 
number of large buildings. Kenaf is a pack- 
age type of fibre and is visualised as a sub- 
stitute for jute. The Australian Government 
is interested in this scheme and has indicated 
that it will spend more than £260,000 over 
the next five years on the Oro Bay district. 
The money will be used for building of 
wharves, roads, and bridges. 

Gippsland Industries, Ltd., of Victoria, is 
to build plant in the Latrobe Valley in 
Gippsland which will produce cement by the 
vertical kiln method. A floating issue of 
456,000 ordinary 5s. shares has been spon- 
sored for this project by Mainguard (Aust.), 
Ltd., of Sydney. Rural Finance Corporation 
of Victoria has also agreed to provide a loan 
of £100,000 for the scheme. 


Bulgaria.—The largest dam in the Balkan 
peninsula is being built in Bulgaria and is 
to be called after the late Joseph Stalin, The 
dam wall is being built between Gorni and 
Dolni Passarel villages. It will be about 76 
metres high and 221 metres long at the top 
and 60 metres wide at the base and 7 metres 
at the top. The wall will block the basin of 
the Iskar, whose waters will form an arti- 
ficial lake 12 to 13 kilometres long and about 
6 kilometres wide. This will be the largest 
artificial lake in Bulgaria and in the Balkan 
peninsula. Through a tunnel 5.5 kilometres 
long this mass of water will flow into the first 
hydro-electric power station. When released 
from the turbines of the power station the 
water will flow into a second tunnel 6 kilo- 
metres long through a 10 metre breaker. The 
second hydro-electric power station will be 
built at its opening. A third hydro-electric 
station will be built in the eastern suburbs of 
the capital. The whole task is scheduled for 
completion in 1955. 


China.—A large modern cotton mill is to 
be erected in Nanchang in the Kiangsi Pro- 
vince of China. It will cover a total floor 
Space of more than 60,000 square metres and 
wll become the largest cotton mill in the 
province. Housing for the workers, together 
wiih ereches and a hall for cultural activities 
ire also to be included in the plan. 

[he 1953 building plan for Harbin will 
include schools, factories, and administra- 
‘ve buildings. Factories will be built for 
‘ie manufacture of electrical goods. A big 
storehouse and 28 three-storeyed blocks of 
ou'ldings for workers are also to be erected. 
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The total floorspace in the scheme is 400,000 
square metres. Some 300,000 square metres 
of mew roads are to be built and 18,000 
metres of piped water supply are to be in- 
stalled. One of the biggest building tasks 
will be the construction of 20 stores within 
the construction sites. 


Hungary.—Budapest, capital city of Hun- 
gary, is to spend £16,800,000 on the construc- 
tion of its new underground railway, accord- 
ing to the City Council’s budget report. 
Several miles of tunnel are scheduled for 
completion during this year. Work is going 
on continuously at 16 sites. There will be 
eight stations-on the line 180 to 210 feet 
below ground level. At a later date the 
line will be extended. It is believed that the 
individual stations will be designed with much 
attention paid to local building materials 
and tradition. 

Four very large sports stadiums are also 
under construction. A stadium to seat 
38,000 is in advanced stage of construction 
and should be open this year. Another new 
stadium, the Spartacus Stadium, to seat 
20,000 with 30 acres of space for training 
footballers and athletes, and one to seat 
30,000 for building workers are also nearing 
completien. 


Iraq.—The contract for the excavation of 
the new Musaiyib Canal in Iraq has been 
awarded to a local company at a cost of 
£273,000 and the contract for the second 
stage of the Wadi Tharthar scheme to a 
German firm. The question of materials is 
not definite yet and there is a possibility that 
these will be imported. The Ministry of 
Agriculture has been authorised to 
strengthen the bund = around’ Lake 
Habbaniyah for which £85,000 has been 
allocated. 

A US company has secured a contract 
for the erection of steel silos at a cost of 
£70,000. 

It is reported in the local press that the 
Development Board is considering the con- 
struction of a new runway 2,500 metres in 
length and 60 metres in breadth, parallel to 


‘REFRAC’ 
ANTI-CONDENSATION 


A MICROPOROUS PAINT which 
deals effectively with condensation and 
humidity. It is applied by brush requir- 
ing no primers and will adhere to all 
dry surfaces—wood, plaster, concrete, etc. 
It has a covering capacity of 16-18 
square yards per gallon. Sets ina hard 
matt finish and is available in various 
colours as supplied to the Air Ministry, 
G.P.O., Gas Board and leading 
contractors. 

















*‘REFRAC,’ because 
of its special proper- 
ties, is also a fire- 
retardant paint and is 
approved by D.S.1.R. 


ANGLO-AMERICAN EXPORT Co. Ltd. 


60, Ebury Street, 
London, S.W.1 
Telephones: SLOANE 5467, 1943 









the existing runway of Bagdad airport. The 
aerodrome lighting has been the subject of 
a report and recommendations by a British 
firm. Total cost of the project is said to 
be about £750,000. 


New Zealand.—A housing site has been 
selected on Crown land at Onepu, New 
Zealand, for workers in the pulp and paper 
mills which will shortly be built at Te Teko. 
The new town will be about 34 miles from 
Rotorua, and 22 from Whakatane. The 
Housing Division of the NZ Ministry of 
Works which is planning the layout of the 
town, is planning in the first place for a 
population of 3,500, with a possible exten- 
sion to 6,000. It is proposed to start con- 
structing the mills next September. 


Peru.—The press of Peru reports that the 
Companie Minera Marcona is to invest large 
sums of money in plant and equipment for 
the working of iron ore deposits in Marcona, 
which is in the south of the country, and in 
the development of the port of San Juan, 
from which the ore is to be shipped. 

It is also reported that a number of tech- 
nical missions from abroad are in Peru to 
see about the financing and construction 
of a hydro-electric plant at Vilcanota near 
Cuzco. The development of this project is 
in the hands of the Committee for Recon- 
struction and Industrial Development of 
Cuzco. 

*South Africa-—-The Cape Provincial 
Adminstration has issued a call for tenders 
(F.81/53) for small quantities of 77 items 
of hardware and tools including axes, 
centre bits, fencing bits, auger bits, carpen- 
ters braces and bits, oil cans, chisels, joiners 
cramps, washer cutters with bits, files and 
engineers twist drills. Offers by UK firms 
must be made through their local South 
African agents or connections. The closing 
date for receipt of tenders in Cape Town 
is May 8 next. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2506. 

South Africa—A new brewery costing 
nearly £2m. is to be built by the South 
African Breweries, Ltd., on a 34-acre site at 
Isando, Kempton Park, Johannesburg. The 
new brewery has been planned as the most 
modern in the southern hemisphere follow- 
ing intensive research in Europe and 
America over the last two years by the 
brewery’s chief engineer and their chief 
brewer. The new brewery is expected io 
be in full production by 1956, replacing the 
existing brewery, which occupies one of the 
most valuable two-acre sites in Johannes- 
burg and where a famous South African 
beer has been brewed since 1895. Plant 
and buildings at the Isando brewery will 
occupy 7$ acres and recreation facilities in 
the way of canteens and sports dressing- 
rooms will also be part of the plan. 

Approval has also been given for the 
building of a native housing scheme at Dube 
near Johannesburg at a cost of £399,000. 
The houses are to be built to the National 
Housing Commission type plans. 


Southern Rhodesia-—A Canadian company 
has invested more than £2m. in a big asbestos 
scheme in Southern Rhodesia. Large-scale 
development is planned at Mashaba, near 
Fort Victoria, where Rhodesian Asbestos, 
Ltd., is pushing ahead in the opening up of 
two of its holdings. The company is build- 
ing up a unit which is almost self-contained 
to operate the mines, including houses, 
administrative buildings and plant. Forty 
houses are under construction out of 80 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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which are expected to be necessary. Roads 
are also under construction. An airstrip is 
to be laid by the company so that aeroplanes 
may land within a short distance of the mine. 
The properties consist of the Temeraire, 
Shashi and Shamala works in the Magluba 
district. Property is also owned by the com- 
pany about 40 miles from the important 
town of Salisbury and building work is to 
be initiated there to cope with asbestos 
mining. 

Syria.—There are plans for the building 
of a large housing scheme for the poor in 
Damascus and Aleppo. The Mayor of 
Damascus, according to reports, is believed 
to have discussed the preparation of the 
project with a Dutch town planning expert. 
Estimated cost is in the region of £5m. to 
£7m. (Syrian pounds). 

Application has been made by a company 
to build a match factory in Damascus and 
approval has been given for the building 
of a mill to manufacture paper bags, a mill 
for production of oil, a hosiery mill at 
Damascus and a textile mill at Aleppo. 


*USA.—Mr. Homer King, of Homer King 
Inc., Tacoma, Washington, wishes to get into 
touch with a UK source of supply of pre- 
fabricated houses for erection in Hawaii. He 
is interested in two or three-bedroom houses, 
which for the climate in Hawaii would not 
require insulation; window glass would not 
need to be supplied with the houses, and 
the price range should be between $2,400 
and $3,200. Mr. King is also hoping later 
to investigate the possibility of marketing 
pre-fabs in Alaska. Interested UK manu- 
facturers should send to HM Consul-General, 
British Consulate-General, 1814 Exchange 
Building, Seattle 4, Washington, USA, three 
copies of their illustrated catalogues and 
price lists (in dollars) by air mail in order 
that he can pass on copies of the literature 
to Homer King Inc., and any other US firms 
who may be interested in the prefabricated 
house market. Any telephone inquiries 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855. Ext. 2413. 





Montreal Tool and Equipment Show 


The Montreal Tool and Industrial Equip- 
ment Show will be held in the Show Mart 
Building, Berri-square, from November 9 to 
13, 1953. Exhibits will include machine 
tools, industrial tools and supplies. instru- 
ments, materials handling equipment, metal 
and woodworking machines, foundry equip- 
ment, and welding equipment. In 1952, it 
was estimated that some 20,000 executives 
and other top production officials from all 
over Canada attended the show. In 1953, 
display space for the show will be expanded 
to occupy the entire exhibition floor of the 
Show Mart Building. UK firms wishing to 
take part in this exhibition should advise 
their Canadian agents to write to the organ- 
iser, E. M. Wilcox, at 4585, Sherbrooke- 
street West, Montreal. The Exhibitions and 
Fairs Branch of the Board of Trade, Lacon 
House, Theobalds Road, London, WCl 
(Tel: Chancery 4411, ext. 436) have a small 
number of brochures available to send to 
interested inquirers. 


New French Embassy for Australia 


The French Government's chief architect 
is now in Canberra inspecting possible sites 
for a permanent French Embassy. The 
Embassy is at present accommodated in a 
former private residence. The architect has 
inspected ‘several suggested sites since he 
arrived in Canberra, but he has still to make 
his choice. No date can be set for the be- 
ginning of the work, but it is hoped that 
building can begin early next year. 
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School Building in Scotland 


COTTISH builders and architects were 
urged to study the “ Britain Builds for 
Education ” exhibition to determine whether 
the English experience in school construc- 
tion method might help to achieve cheaper 
and faster building of schools in the North. 
The Eart oF Home, Minister of State for 
Scotland, speaking at the opening in the 
Scottish Building Centre on April 22, said 
that Scottish school building was not on the 
same scale as in England. They were spend- 
ing £5m. per year, had £14m. of work on 
hand and a further £14m. of work in plan- 
ning. There were two main considerations; 
how to reduce cost and how to make best 
use of space. 

Scots had adhered to traditional. methods 
but he thought there was something to be 
learned from the English experience, firstly, 
in the adoption of the lighter type of building 
as opposed to the traditional and, secondly, 
in the substantial reduction of space used, 
without loss of educational facilities. 


Stirling Architect 


Mr. W. H. GILvespie, Burgh Architect to 
Alloa Town Council, has been appointed 
to the recently-created post of Architect and 
Planning Officer at Stirling. Mr. Gillespie, 
who is 40 years of age, was educated at 
Glasgow School of Architecture and the 
Royal Technical College. 


Architect’s Estate 


Mr. JOHN Murray, FRIBA, Belford Gar- 
dens, Edinburgh, left £8,618. Mr. Murray 
bequeathed £1,000 to the Thistle Foundation, 
Edinburgh, and £1,000 to the Scottish 
National Institution for War Blinded. 














ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London stocks. 


BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 








THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 


81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON.N.1 
Telephone: CANonbury 4281 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FroLLowInG are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 2, 1953 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, includ. 
ing the islands of Orkney, Shetland, etc, 


Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 64d.; Labourers, 3s, ig. 
For apprentices, the rates are : 
Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’ s rate. 44 hours. 

s. ¢ 

ae eae 25 38 114 

Best oe. 334 St 11} 
= mote ave os 77 il 
ke dis 103 } 

Sth pe 75 116 a 


For female labour, the rates are : 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 


probationary period) ie va: iy ae 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) Si ‘sa. a 











Institute of Housing Election 


Mr. R. M. Horms, of Ayr, was elected 
chairman of the Scottish Branch, Institute 
of Housing, at the annual meeting held in 
Glasgow on April 22. Mr. M. A. Smith, 
Dumfries is vice-chairman, and two former 
chairmen, Mr. W. Steen, Greenock, and Mr. 
S. Bennett, Motherwell, were presented with 
badges to mark their services. 

Edinburgh’s Housing Bill 

EDINBURGH’S provisional estimate to meet 
house building requirements in 1953-54 of 
£4,379,000 was described at a recent meet- 
ing of the Housing Committee of the 
corporation as the “largest in the financial 
affairs of the corporation” by the City 
Chamberlain. The sum also included ex- 
penditure for recreational areas in new 
housing schemes. The figure for the current 
year, which ends in May, was £3,779,000—a 
difference of £600,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Angus.—Plans to be prepared for the Scottish 
Special Housing Assuciation, Ltd., for 452 houses 
which are to be erected at sites in Dundee. The 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston 
pl., West End, Edinburgh. 

Airdrie.—Pians to be prepared for new clinic. 
maisonettes and shops which are to be erected at 
the Craigneuk site for the council, ther architect 
being Harry Shaw (F), Corporation Offices, Bank 
bldgs., Graham-sq., Airdrie. 

Baillieston.—Pians in hand for scheme of recon 
struction, new commercial garage, and storage 


accommodation at Brideshan-d., for which the 
architect is James Russell, 28, Swinton-rd., Baillie 
ton, 

Caldercruix.—Plans to pe prepared for me 
Lanarkshire Catholic church, which & - 
erected for the Motherwel] Diocese at Mm 


site. These being in the hand of J. MacSporran and 
MacCormick, 55, West Regent-st., Glaszo" 

Edinburgh.—A new genera] hospital ' ~ ve Edin- 
burgh and the Lothians is to be but on Ue 
Mortonhall estate, Edinburgh, for the Seu'/i-Eastera 
Regional Hospital Board. 

East Kilbride —Plans to be prepared 
houses which are to be erected ai 
housing site for East Kilbride Deve 
poration. The architect is Frank & 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

East Kilbride.—Plans in hand for * se8 
be erected at the Westwood aite (\ 
which the architect is Mr. Frank 5 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for ° pg 
be erected at Drumchapel site, Dumbar' ire, 
which the architect is Archibald G 
Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glaseo" 


Inverness.—Dean of Guild Court has (ppl 
plans for a new primary school in Daineis) 1" 
area. The school, which has already be 0 00 


by the Scottish Home Department, will : 
It will consist of eight classrooms, 2 
and medica] inspection room. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 7! 
Coal Board’s new medical centre, Win: 
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erected at Douglas Water, for which the architect is 
Janes Allan (PF), 58, Paimerston-pl., West End, 
Edimvburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for three sub-stations 
for The West of Scotland Electricity Board, which 
a » be erected at Allerton, Allanbank and at 
Ceghorn-rd., Lanark, by their architectural] staff, 
137. Almada-st., Hamilton West. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new buildings for 

Wranghowu Church of Scotland at New Stevens- 
t - which the architects and quantity surveyors 
are James Davidson & Son (F), 6, Academy-st., 


Coatbridge. 
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Lanarkshire.—Pians in hand for new additions to 
the Chapel at Newmains, for which the architects 
and quantity surveyors are Fred Smith & Partners 
(F). FRICS, 4, Regent-st.. The Cross. Hamilton. 
ss .—Plans in hand for a new factory for J. 
Scott & Co. (Electrical Engineers), Ltd. The archi- 
tects are Ross & Cruikshanks (F), 22, George-st., 
Perth, and the quantity surveyors, S. C. Stevenston 
FRICS, 2. Tay-6t.. Perth. 

Renfrew.—TC have accepted an offer from the 
Scottish Special Housing Association to erect 70 
non-traditional houses. The proposed site is within 
Biythswood estate. 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
evious issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stil] open but not included 
n this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
it the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (ft) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
MAY 4. é 
+Ware RDC.—28 houses at Standon. 8S, 97, New- 
rd., Ware. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 5. 


*tTiverton BC.—18 houses at the Walronds. H. 
Stone & Ptnrs., 20, The Crescent, Taunton. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MAY 8. 

*tNorthampten BC.—Demolition and site clearance 
at the old Military Camp on the Racecourse. Boro’ 
4. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 1. 

*tSutton and Cheam BC.—Convenience at Cheam- 
rd. car park, Sutton. BE&S. Dep £2 2s. Tenders 


by June 5. 
MAY 9. ; 
*tEssex CC.—Detached house for chief fire officer, 
Widford, near Chelmsford. County A, Chelmsford. 
tWest Ham BC.—36 flats and 18 houses, Croydon- 


rd. area, E16. Boro’ A and Planning Officer, 70, 
West Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 12. 


+tBromiey BC.—(a) Six houses on sites of Nos. 67 
to 78, Nichol-la.; and (b) eight flats on sites of 
Nos. 25 to 33 and Nos. 56 to 64, Havelock-rd. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tipswich BC.—Eight flats at Suffolk-rd.; 12 flats 
at Austin-st.; and 16 houses at Chantry estate. 


BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
June 4 : 

“| Portsmouth City C.—104 houses at Leigh Park. 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 


*+West Sussex CC.—(1) Adaptation of premises 
for use as family home at Allangate Nursery, 
Rustington (job (No. 3,314); (2). adaptation of 
premises for use as ‘‘ short stay” home at Clifton 
House, Bury (job No. 3,253). County A, Chichester. 

MAY 14. a 

"Swansea BC.—Conversion Gwmllwyd Hospital 
nto dwelling accommodation and conversion of 
St. Margaret’s, Eaton-res., into an aged people’s 


ne. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 each. 
MAY 15. 
Egham UDC.—66 houses and bungalows on six 


es. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. : 
Nuneaton TC.—21 flats at Abbey-st. BS. Dep 


‘Shefheld City C.—40 maisonettes and flats on 
Manor Park estate, scheme No. 5. City A. Dep. £2. 

‘Tottenham BC.—12 flats in Manor-rd, N17. BE, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 16. 

Bournemouth BG.—Four police houses (two con- 

cts Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each. | 

Lianfyitin RDC.--.Four houses and_ site works at 
Garthbeibis. R. Jones, architect, Highst. Dep. 


‘*Penzance BC.—42 flats, Prospect-pl. BEAS. 
Tadcaster RDC.—Eight houses and 4 flats at 
South Milford; 16 houses and 4 flats at Church 
nton. A. Steel & Owen, architects, 89, Albion- 
Leeds, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 18. Pree 
Dorking and Horley RDC.—Underpinning and re- 
ng at “ Farmaide,” Horsham-rd., Capel. 
Sanitary Inspector, ‘‘ Brookmead,” Station- 
Dorking. 
‘+East Ham BC.—46 flats, Ingrave, near Brent- 
Chief Housing Officer. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 20. : 
Beverley RDC.—Ten houses and site works at 
un. G, Palfreyman, architect, 36, Market-pl. 
) £1 1s. / 
Huntingdonshire CC.—Pair of police houses, 
y. County A, Huntingdon. 
P Me aa we t Assheton 
Rughy BC.—Public convenience at Ass 
ren’s playground, Bilton. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 25. 
*tTottenham BC.—30 flats at 630, High-rd., N17. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 26 


*Barnes BC.—Contract No. 1, seven garages at 
Limes-ave.,; contract No. 2, six garages and cycle 
store at Stanton-rd. BEA&S. 

*Chelmsford RDC.—83 dwellings, Great Baddow. 
Estaies Manager. Dep. £2. 


MAY 28. 
*Widnes BC.—10 bungalows at Dickson-st. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £3 %. 


MAY 29. 

Clare ROC.—Dwellings: Three at Hawkedon, 2 at 
Stansfield, 6 at Great Bradley, 7 at Cavendish, 
2 at Lidgate, 3 at Stoke-by-Clare, and 4 at Ousden. 
E&S, Stonehal!, Clare, Sudbury, Suffolk. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Letchworth RDC.—54 houses on roads V and X, 
Grange estate, Scheme 7a. H. Plinston, clerk, 
Council House, Broadway. 

MAY 30. 

*tGreenwich BC.—101 dwellings at 
Blackheath. ; 


Pond-rd., 


JUNE 1. é 
Stepney BC.—15 flats at Raphael House, Mile 
End-rd., El. BE&S8, 227-233, Commercial-rd., E1. 
Dep. £10 10s. 

JUNE 2. 


St. Albans City ©.—Six shops with 12 flats over on 
St. Julian’s housing site; 10 shops with 20 flats 
over on New Green’s housing site. City E. & 8. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 3. 


St. Albans City ©.—60 houses and flats on the 
Marshalswick-la. estate. City E&S, 16, St. Peter’s- 
st Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 9. 


*Mid-Wilts Hosp. Management Comm.—FExten- 
sions and alterations to kitchen at St. Andrew’s 
Hospital, Chippen. : . Underwood & Son, 
FRICS, 21, Gay-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. : 

*Mid-Wilts Hosp. Management Comm.—New out- 
patients’ department at Devizes and_ District 
Hospitgl. W. E. Underwood & Son, FRICS, 21, 
Gay-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. ; 

*Bath City C.—24 flats. Snow Hill. W. E. Under- 
wood & Son, quantity surveyors, 21, Gayest. Dep. 
x Ashford RDC.—Six houses at Shottenden, 
Chilham. BS. : 

Wellington (Salop) RDC.—Erection of 229 houses 
and ancillary works on three sites. CC, Council- 
chbrs., Tan Bank, Wellington. Dep. £3 3% 












ERECTED ¢ HIRED 
You SAVE 


our way! 
RING 
Clissold 3303-5 
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37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


70% 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 9%. 

*tEssex CC.—Rubber floor covering at South-West 
Essex Technical College, Walthamstow, | E17. 
County A, Chelmsford. 

“tSouth-West Reg. Hosp. Board.—(a) Installation 
of economic steam boiler auxiliaries ; (b) erection 
of boiler house and ancillary buildings. Regional 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 


: MAY 12. 
Middlesbrough BC.—BE. (Materials.) 

_ MAY 13. . 
ne mn BC.—Supply and ey of chain-link 
encing in connection wi temporary housi 
site, Mulberry-way. BE&S, Town Hall. 25 


MAY 16. 
Esher UDC.—Paint and distemper supplies. E48, 
Council Offices. 
MAY 18. 
Scarborough BC.—Painting of Spa and Gallows- 
close footbridges. BE. Dep, £2 2s. 
MAY 2. 
_ Merton and Morden UDC.—Painting W.I. railings 
in Morden recreation ground and at Morden Hall 
open spaces nursery. EB&S. 
MAY 26. 
“Uxbridge UDC.—External painting 416 houses. 
H. E. G. Stnipp, aes 263, High-st. 


5. 
“Surbiton BC.—Repairs to Assembly Rooms, R. 
Thirlway, BEA&S. sat ists ” * : 
ULY 1. 


J 
Deptford BC.—(a) Internal redecorgtions to 
council houses ; (b) external redecorations to council 
houses ; (c) redecoration of council establishments. 


BE&S 

NO DATE, 

Girvan TC.—Trades for 32 houses in Mote 
housing scheme. TC. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 6. 

"Isle of Ely CC.—Resurfacing and reconstruction 
of playgrounds at certain schools. County A, March. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 14, 

Leeds City C.—6,000 sq. yds. resurfacing on Ring- 
rd., Moortown. Highways E, 155, Kirkstall-rd., 
Leeda, 4, Dep £1 Is. 

MAY 16, 

Ashington UDC.—Surface dressing of rox. 
40,000 sq. yds. of carriageway. B&S, Councis Offices. 

Ebbw Vale UDC.—Advance preparation of eite No. 
22, Mountain Airfield. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 18. 

Chertsey UDC.—Reconstruction of Bois Hall 
Bridge, Corrie-rd., Addlestone. E&S. Dep. 21 1s. 

Esher UDC.—Site clearance and roads and sewers 
on Tartar Hill (Canada-rd.) housing estate, Cob- 
ham. E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 

Faversham BC.—Surface dressing of 90,000 sq. yds. 
carriageway. BS. 

Gi RDC.—22,420 lin. yds. mains in various 
parishes. Fairbank & Son, MiInstCE, St. Helen’s- 
sq., York. £3 3s. 

H BC.—Laying of 14 miles pi and 
fittings between Wakefield-rd. and Bradley Mills- 
rd. Waterworks E, 24. Ramsden-st. . £3 3s. 

Romford BC.—Making-up of Fullers-la. BEA&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. : 

“Tiverton BC.—Site works for %40 honses at 
borne H. Stone & Pinrs., 2, The Crescent, 
‘aunton. 

Norwich City C.—Roads and sewers on Mansfield- 
la.fLong John-hill housing site. City E. Dep 
£2 2s. 

MAY 19. 

Southend-on-Sea BC.—-Making-up Bridgewater-dr. 
(section 4), Northville-dr., Richmonddr. and 
Fairview-dr. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

MAY 21. 

Huntingdon RDC.—Water main extensions in the 
parish of Barham and Wooley. Pick, Everard, 
Keay and Gfimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-ta., 
Leicester. Dep. £1 1s. 


MAY 23, 

Barnet UDC.—Fina! completion of roads on South- 

field housing estate. E&s. 
ft RDC.—Roadworks on the Lower Kirk- 

lington-rd. housing site. 8S, Council Offices. Dep 
£2 23. 

*Wokingham BC.—-Roads, drainage, etc., Norreys 
Barn estate. Eric G. V. Hives, LRIBA, 3, Cork-st., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 2%. 
Hailsham RDC.—Roads and sewers to serve 54 
houses at the Butts. E&8, Cortlandt, Hailsham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


v 2%. 

Caine and Chipper RDC.—Contract No. 2— 
rising and distribution mains. E, Bewley House, 
Marshfield-rd., Chippenham. . £3 Be. 

King’s Lynn BC.—Roads and sewers on (a) Lynn- 
rd. housing site; and (b) North Lynn housing site 
extension. BE. Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

Wadebridge RDC.—155 miles of trunk mains and 
40 miles of distribution mains, Contract No. 10. 
T. & C. Hawksley, 1, Gt. Scotiand-yard, West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £5 56. 
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JUNE 1. 

West Bromwich CB.—Koads and sewers on Tan- 
house estate, section No. 4. BE&S, Town Hall. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

UNE 9. 


Lancaster City C.—30-[t. span r.c. bridge over 
Ridge-la. cana). City E. Dep. £2. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—DrveLorment.—BC’s proposal to treat 
scheme prepared by Boro’ A for erection of W flats 
on sites adjoming No. 3, St. James’s-dr. as exten- 
sion of present direct labour contract for erection 
of eight houses on sites Nos. 20 and 22, St. James’s- 
dr. has been approved by M of H and L4G. 
Estimated cost is £64,125. 

Hampstead.—Liskary.—Hsg. Comm. propose the 
erection of the West End Branch Library, estimated 
cost £11,490, at Dennington Park-rd. in place of 
the five shops as formerly envisaged. The site 
previously proposed in Fortune Green-rd. will be 
made available for housing purposes. 

olborn.—Devevopment.—Sketch plans for the 
Tybalds-close exten¢ion scheme have been submitted 
for LOC’s approval. Consulting engineer is W. V 
Zinn, MICE, 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., SW1. 

Istington.—Site Acquisition.—LCC are recom- 
mended to purchase from the Church Commissioners 
of England for redevelopment purposes the Essex- 
rd. estate, 112 acres in area; also the Liverpool-rd. 
estate, 34 acres in area; at a cost of £54,500 and 
£10,800, respectively. 

Lewisham.—Hovuses.—Proposals by Eaglen & 
Clark, Ltd., builders, 35, Montpelier-vale, SES, for 
erection of 3 houses on land between Nos. 2 and 4, 
Laurie Park-rd. have received BC’s approval. 

Lewisham.—Orrice AND Lasporatorigs.—BC have 
raised no objection to proposals by Burmah Oi] Co., 
Itd., Britannic House, Finsbury Cireus, EC2, for 
erection of laboratory and office on land at rear of 
Nos. 215231 and 2-40, Sedgehill-rd. __ 

Lewisham.—Cuurcu.—Town planning approval 
has been given to rebuilding of St. Michael’s 
Church Hall and a new vicarage at Champion-cres. 
proposed by Thomas F. Ford, FRIBA, 189, Victoria- 
st., SW1. ere 

Lewisham.—Cuvurcn.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by Houchin, Harrison & 
Stevens, arcjitects, 8, Gt. James-st., WC, for re- 
building Burnt Ash Congregational Church. 

Lewisham.—Scnoo..—Erection and drainage of 
Lewisham Prendergast School at rear of 100-154b, 
Bellingham-rd., proposed by Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 
didrs., 25, Greens-end, SE18, has been found un- 
objectionable by BC. 

Lewisham.—Hovuses.—TP consent has been given 
to proposals by Sir Robert Tasker & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects, 1, Staple Inn, WCl, for erection of 8 houses 
at junction Ravensbourne-ave./Ravensmead-rd. 

Lewisham.—Hovsres.—BC has licensed erection 
roposed by H. Foord & Sons, Ltd., c/o Amey 
Sees., 121, Rushey Green, SE6, of 6 houses on sites 
of Nos. 174-188, Marvels-la. 

Lewisham.—Houvuses.—Erection of 8 houses on site 
1-4, Talbot Houses, proposed by F. T. & D. Bush, 
AA.RIBA, 10, Orchard-dr., Blackheath, SE3, has 
been granted TP consent. 

LCC.—Bui_pinc ProcramMe.—I£C Ed. Com. are 
to ask M of E to include in 1954-565 building pro- 
gramme projects for the extension of Wandsworta 
technical college, revised estimated cost £63,226; 
adaptation of Cordwainers’ technical college, re- 
vised estimated cost £69,000; the extension of Wool- 
wich polytechnic at estimated cost £140,000; also 
the erection of a new building for Westminster 
college of commerce, estimated cost £225,000. 

LCOC.—Deve.topment.—Hsg. Com, have approved 
the development of the Argyle estate (Albert-dr. 
site), Wandsworth, estimated cost £209,100; Caro- 
line estate extension, Hammersmith, estimated cost 
£222,500: and Dorian-st. site, Stepney, estimated 
cost £180,500. i 

Orpington. — Pumpinc Station. — Metropolitan 
Water Board is recommended to remodel the Orping- 
ton pumping station, estimated cost £14,450. Pro- 
posals include extensions to ma.n building, altera- 
tions to old engine house, and repairs and re- 
decorations. 

Paddington.—Hovsinc.—Detailed drawings pre- 
ared by. Boro’ A for the Lancefield-ct, extension 
ousing scheme have been approved by LOC. 

St. Marylebone.Fiats.—BC have approved the 
erection of 20 flats by Mrs. A. Hyams, 47a, 
Mariands-rd., Ilford, on site of former Luxborough 
House, Luxborough-st. 

St. Marylebone. — Buitpinc Procrammr. — BE’s 
1953-54 building programme totals £207.419 direct 
Jabour and £203,647 contract work. BC_recom- 
mended to approve retention of G. Nicholls, LRIBA, 
66a, Wigmore-st., Wi, for preparation of schemes 
for redecoration of requisitioned properties, esti- 
mated cost £30,420 

St. Marylebone.—Site Acqguisition.—BC are to 
acquire from trustees of Eyre Estate sites of 34-44 
and 46-50, Wellington-rd., 45-55. Cochrane-st., 13-23, 
Circus-rd, and 16-19, Kingsmill-terr. for £18,960 to 
complete Wellington-rd. area site upon which 121 
flats are to be erected. Also sites of 57-73, Boundary- 
rd. (suitable for erection of 50 flats at estimated 
cost £196.150) for £9,000; and sites of 33-35, 
Townshend-rd. for £2,500. 

St. Marylebone.._Arrointment.—BC are recom- 
mended to appoint Welch & Lander, 38, Gloucester- 
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“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
COPPER CHEAPER 
The Ministry of Materials has announced that, 
following negotiations with its main suppliers in 
the Commonwealth, its selling price for electrolytic 
copper delivered consumers’ works has been reduced 
from £280 to £253 per ton with effect from April 25. 
Discounts and premiums remain unchanged. 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced that in consequence of the reduction in 
the controlled price of copper, basis prices have been 
reduced as from April 25 as follows:— 
Reduced by Basis price 


per lb. per Ib. 
Copper tubes as epee 283d. 
Brass tubes va pe 23d. 
Brazed brass tubes pe SS 345d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 1jd. 338d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 24d. 363d. 


The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 


LEAD PAINTS 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have 
announced the following revised basis prices per 
ton which came into effect as from noon, April 24:— 


s. d. 
Genuine English dry white lead aie i270 @ 
Genuine ground English white lead ... 149 5 0 
Genuine English white lead paint (per 
8 ean eke mes a0 pat *2 13.°6 
Genuine refined English redlead ... 110 5 O 
Genuine powdered English litharge 110 5 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 
litharge ek aoe ae can ee 6S oe 
Genuine refined English orange lead 122: 3:0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil 138 0 0 
Genuine English red lead Pt. BS. 1011 
Type 1 (1 gal. tins) ... wd se *2 12 6 
English red lead Pt. BS. 1011 Type 2 
(1 gal. tins) er ae Be 


*No change. 
LEAD SHEETS AND PIPES 

Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have 
announced the following revised basis prices for 
sheet lead and lead pipe effective as from noon, 
April 24:— 

Delivered England and Wales (except Devon, 
Cornwall, Isle of Man, Isle of Wight and Channel 
Islands, £1 10s. per ton extra): — 


Se 
Sheet lead ... - 118 5 per ton 
Lead pipe ... ids 119 10 per ton 


Ten-eighty-five lead pipe ... 10 Oper ton extra 











pl., Wl, as architects for housing estate to be 
erected on site of Nos. 17-19, Balcombe-st. 

St. Marylebone.—Sites Acquisition.—Sites and 
premises of Victoria Methodist Hall, derelict school 
and &, 36 and 37, Newcourt-st. are recommended 
for BC's purchase from Methodist Church 
authorities for £8,700. 
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St. Marylebone.—AppoIntTMENT.—The appoj 
of R. Paine, 2, New-st., Carey-st., Linnia'e 
be Th a ee ee enn Temainder of work 
row Hi F 
approved by BC. 2 estate has beep 
. anoras,—DEVELOPMENT.—TP " 

roved detailed drawings prepared by Tene 
RIBA, 10, Manchester-sq., W1, for erection of 16 
flats on St. Benet’s Vicarage site (part of Lad 
Margaret-rd. scheme) ; and development of Regent's 
Park area “B” by erection of 100 flats. i 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birmingham.—Reg. Hospital Brd. has 
allowed net sum of £572,000 for capital expenditure 
this year. Schemes now in progress or to be started 
this year wili cost £2,212,996. of which £744,435 
already spent at March 31; £572,000 to be spent this 
year; £563,754 to be _— next year, and £342.80 
in succeeding years. hemes contemplated in out 
line programme for 1954-55 include remodelling of 
engineering services at St. Matthew's Hospital 
Burntwood (£80,000); maternity unit at Warneford 
General Hospital (£70,000) ; out-patient and casualty 
dept. at Corbett Hospital, Stourbridge (£200,000) . 
casualty and admission unit at Dudiey-rd. Hospital 
pogo a i vege tag Oak soapital (£95,000) ; 
‘ construction of theatre ck scident 
Hospital (220,000. block at Accident 

on.—TC approved in principle skete 
i. eee y. sec. a meee Shelch eee 

, Brighton.—TC to build factory on Hollingbury 
light industrial area for Henry Clark & ee Lid. 
also factory on Lower Bevendean light industrial 
area for ‘‘ Elizabeth English” Shoes, Ltd —TC to 
build 62 dwellings in section 1 on Craven Vale 
estate, est. cost £101,740—TC to build 11 houses on 
site bounded by Essex-st., Bedford-st. and Essex 
Cottages, est. cost £16,115, BE&S. 
seit nar ie te agerenal 2 scheme for re- 

d mprovements at Lane é im. § 
210,03 By cost t ead prim. sch., 

ernarvon,— propose erection of two-storey 
flats at Glyn and Maes Incla estates. - 

Coventry.— EC propose following schs. in 1954/6 
programme :—Ullathorne RC sec. gram., £15,000; 
Woodlands comp. sec., £118,800 est.; Foxfords comp. 
Sec. £208,000 est. ; Coundon Court comp, sec., 
£208,000 est.; Chace prim., £45,000 est.; Tile Hil! 
RC prim., £43,000 est.; new open-air sch. at Corley, 
£70,000 est.; Centra! College of Art and Tech., 
£200,000 est.; City of Coventry Training College, 
£250,000 est. City A., D. E. Gibson. 

Dewsbury.—Boro’ A. to prepare working drawings 
and invite tenders for branch library at Dewsbury 
Moor.—BC to prepare sketch plans for erection of 
crematorium, 

Dronfield.—UDC seeks loan sanction for 22 houses 
(Dronfield Pioneer Health and Hsg. Soc., Ltd.), 
£30,746; 12 houses and four flats (Holmley-la.), 
£27,783. 

Dudley.—TC propose following schs. in 1%4/5 
programme.—Sec. tech. at Wrens Nest site; Nether- 
ton sec. mod. at Simms-la. site; RC special sch. at 
junction of Broadway and Burton-rd.—TC approved 
in rinciple layout plans for 660 dwelling at Sait- 
wells estate. 

Durham.—CC to confer with neighbouring local 
authorities on provision of crematorium. 

Durham.—Northern Genera] Transport Co., Ltd., 

Queen-st., Dunston-on-Tyne, to carry out garage 
extensions at. Gateshead, Chester-le-Street and 
Sunderland, est. cost £250,000. 
_ Durham.—RDC negotiating for 24 acres of hous- 
ing land at West Rainton—Durham Coai Brd. are 
to erect pithead baths, medical centre and canteen 
at Tursdale Colliery, Cassop. Plans by NCB Archi- 
tects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, Northum- 
berland. Durham Coa] Brd. to erect first-aid centre 
at_East Hetton Colliery. ; 

Easington (Durham).—RDC seek loan sanction 
for £115,927 for 84 houses with roads and sewers at 
Murton, Seaton and Thornley. ’ 

Eston.—North Riding CC propose occupation 
centre at corner of Broadway and St. David’s-rd., 
Grangetown.—UDC invited Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
London, to submit tender for the erection of 100 
'No Fines” houses on Redcar-rd. East estate.— 
UDC to acquire 14 acres of housing land at Low 
Grange Farm. ‘ 

Glendaie—A. R. Field, RDC Surveyor, Wooler, 
vrepared plans for 11 houses at Lowick and 10 at 
Bowsden. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC seek loan sanction for 
£55,578 for erection of 44 houses and bungaiows on 
Campbell Park No. 1 site extension. : 

Ilkeston.—TC to negotiate contract for furt ei 
houses at Kirk Hallam estate. : 

Kirkburton.—UDC approved erection of So houses 
at Shelley. 

Leamington Spa.—BC approved erection of 7 
flats at Brunswick-st. site. Architects, C. /. Red- 
grave & Partners, 6, The Quadrant, Warwick-rd., 
Coventry.—BC to negotiate following tenders —~ 
houses at Lillington, Sayce Bros. & Co., Tate): )r00K- 
st.; 24 houses, A. R. Lane & Co., Ltd. 


Leeds.—TC approved layout plans for In‘ske-!a. 
wet 2 and 3, Stonebridge-la. and Newton louge 
estate. ae 


Leek.—_UDC seek approval for erection “© ~ 
Gregory-type flats at Haregate estate. 
Manchester.—TC seek loan £100,400 for sone 
scheme at Newcastle-st., Hulme. 
Mansfield.—TC approved revised layout 

Brick Kiln-la. pm +4 ; 
Middiesbrough.—TC to appoint private 4: 





BOtit & 





orey 


Hill 
rley, 
ech., 
lege, 


ings 
bury 
n of 


USES 
td.), 
4a.), 


%4/5 
Lher- 
1. at 
oved 
Salt- 
jocal 
Lid. 
rage 
and 


ous- 

are 
teen 
rchi- 
iwm- 
ntre 


‘tion 
8 at 


tion 


al 
s., 





May 1 1953 


sroposed Thorntree branch library.—TC to ob- 
estimates from Unity pioysere, Ltd., for 75- 
j ises, wile G. Wimpey & Co., , Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, have been invited to sebanil price for 
-ve-storey flats in Langridge-cres—TC seek loan 
on for £51,564 dor 38 houses at Park End, 
£58511 for 28 houses at Park End, £62,731 for 46 
houses at Park End, £32,202 for 24 houses at Park 
f £42,375 for 32 houses on same site; and £33,578 
for 24 houses at Park End. 
Nomen —Hsg. Com. approved layout 
plans for housing site at Kenton for 1,937 dwellings 
| schools. 700 houses to be tendered for this 
, Plans by City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
‘Newoastle-on-Tyne.—J. Moffett, 
Ponteland, Northumberland, prepared plans for 
warevouse and loadin platform in Leighton-st. 
ind Thompson-st., for J. Reid, Ltd. 
Northumberland.—EC to build prim. sch. and sec. 
§ at Longbenton, est. cost £248,300. Architect, 
c. C. Brown, County A, Newcastle. 


Cheviot * Vi iew, 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ayr.—P!ans prepared by contractors’ architects 
for 54 houses to be erected at Holmston-rd., at an 
est. cost of £57,600: *E. Ergepont & Son, Ltd., Ayr. 

Ayrshire.—-Plans prepared for 160,000 sq. ft. exten- 
sion to factory for the Scottish Industria] Estates, 
Ltd., 3, Woodside-cres,, Glasgow, at the Kilmarnock 
oe ustrial Estates, for which the architects are J. 
Beveridge & Dallachy (A&A), 248, West George -st., 
Glasgow, *Rowley, Russell Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Biltingham-on-Tees.— Erection of shopping centre 
comprixng about 26 shops for Ravenseft Proper- 
ties, Ltd., London. Architects, L. H. Fewster & 
Partners, 22, Conduit-st., London, WC1: *Sir R. 
McAlpine & Sons, Star- bldgs. x ‘Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Construction of road bridge 
in connection with the Roseberry-rd. area develop- 
ment scheme, for UDC. Consulting engineer, E. G. 
Lediard, 4, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Harbour 
& General gr Ltd., Victoria Embankment, 
London, SW1, £87 

Birmingham. —Six 4g storey flats, Lakey-la., 
Hal! Green. for TC: *F. Deeley, Ltd., 208, High- 

. Harborne, Birmingham 17. 

Blaby.—22 houses at Enderby, contract 86, for 
RDC, F. James, architect, Council Offices, Nar- 
bor: oug, Leicester :— 


Walter Potter & Sons, Leicester ... £32,006 
Case y, Ltd., Leicester ... rte «we =031,856 

tStretton Bros. (Countesthorpe), ‘Ltd., Peat- 
ling-rd., Countesthorpe, Leicester ...: W,461 


Blackpool.—Infants’ sch., Langdale-rd., Mereside 
estate, for DC: *William Baves & Co., Ltd., Daggers 
Hall Works, Vicarage-la., Blackpool. 

Brighton.—<62 dwellings at Craven Vale estate, for 
rC: *James Miller & Partners, Ltd., £96,500. 

Brighton.—Erection of Factory No. 3 on the 
Hollingbury Light Industrial Area, for Underwood 
Millett Fisher, Ltd.: *Frank Eve. 19. Cottenham 
Park-rd., Wimbledon, London, SW20, £65,027. 

Brighton.—Erection of outbuildings and external 
works at Mile Oak Farm, for A. C, Cross: *A. ©. 
Jenkins, Ltd., approx. £6,118. 

Bromsgrove.—i40 houses at Charford estate, Sec- 
te 8, for UDC; *Stanley J. Smith & Co., Lid., 
x i400 . 

Camberwell.—Erection of 6 flats on site No. 62 
Gowleti-rd.), for BC. ‘%C.AS8, (Contractors), Ltd., 
£10813 

Camberwell.—Erection of 9 flats on site No. 56 
Ree lham-st.) and 6 flats on site No. 64 (Crawthew- 
gZ Pe: BC. C.AS. (Contractors), £16,550 and 

” Cambionseia-i rection of 5 “People’s” houses 
On Bite No. 97 (Bellenden-rd.) (No. 2), and 7 

People’s ” houses on site No, 103 (Avondal e-rise), 

BC. “Direct labour, £9,288 and £13.896. 

Carlisle —Erection of 14 houses, for TC: *H. V. 
Knviand, Old Meldrum, Adton-st.. £17,485; 10 houses, 
Harraby estate: tA. 8. Nixon, Ltd., Lowther-st. 

Cartton (Notts).—84 houses, Burton-rd., Gedling 
Housing site No. 29, for UDC: *Progressive 
Sint Iders Ltd., 3, Lowaterst., Carlton Hill, Not- 

zham, £105,499, 

Carmunnock.— Erection of 3% houses at the Public 

i site, dor Lanarkshire CC. Samuel MacColl 

architect, County-chbrs.. Beckford-st., Hamil- 
West: *Hugh Broadley, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Chetsea.—Erection of 20 flats and 3 studios com- 

ng the Hortensia-rd. housing scheme, for 


en & Lumsden, Ltd. .. £48,948 
kus Bros., Ltd. ... vas PRS --- 6,944 
fumphreys, Ltd. je fit .. 6,107 
— Lovell & Son, Ltd, Rs me .. 44,448 
n Garlick (1910), Lid. ah o4 .. 43,581 
T. Oliver & Sons see id sat ... 42,511 
am Willett, Lid. ... is ‘es --- 42,250 
H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd BR i .-- 40,466 


(After reductions.) 
re = (Northants).—Factory for John White, 
eechams Buildings, Ltd., Shipston-on-Stour. 
Some (1.0.M.).—Six shops, six maisonettes, 10 
ses and four bungalows, Willaston estate 
eme 4), for BC: *Universa] Housing Co., Ltd., 
Peel-rd., Douglas, £33,222. 


THE BUILDER 


Durham.—Erection of 82 houses at Bearpark. for 
RDC. Surveyor, K. G. Miller, : 
ham: *Direct eh atl er ee 

ston.—Evection of 24 houses on the Crossbeck 
estate, for UDC. Sufveyor, N. C. Harrison, South 
Bank-on-Tees: *C Ww. Bell, Litd., 41, High- st., 
Eston. 

Giasgow.—New extension to Couiston-st. jun. ~~ 
sch. Ross, Marvie & Scott (F), architects, 2, 

Clifton-st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. J. H. Allan & 
Sane FRICS, quantity surveyors, 307, West George- 
st.. Glasgow. Excavation, brick, butiding and 
allied works, *Angus M. MacDougail & Co., Ltd. 
Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied works, 
*Thomas Henderson & Sons (Glasgow). Ltd. In- 
ternal plaster, lathing, screeds and allied works, 
“George Rome & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd. Plumbing, 
Sanitary engineering and allied works, *Kennedy 
& Bain, Ltd. Bitumen roofing and allied works, 
*William Briggs & Co., Ltd., Partick. Playgrounds 
and allied works, “The Val de Travers Asphalting Co., 
Ltd. External wall finishing, - Mackenzie Ross, 
Ltd. Tile and terrazzo and allied works, *Toffolo 
Jackson & Co., Ltd. Metal windows and casements 
and allied works, *Williams & Williams. Chester, 
England. Glazing and allied works, *George G. 
Kirk, Ltd. Fencing and allied works, *J. Allan, 
Castle-et. (Others of Glasgow.) 

Heston and Isleworth.—DHrection of 36 flats at 


Field-la., Brentford End, for BC :— 

Flowitt & Co., TAd., London, SW19 ... ... £56,979 
Hoad & Son, Ltd., North Wembley ... -. S620 
Wesley Builders, Ltd., London, NW10 ... 55,345 
Arthur Watson, Ltd.. Hounslow... .. 53,774 
G. Wood, Ltd., London, Wé dl .. 83,662 
T. Ringham & Co., Lid., London, SW19 ... 52,596 
Co-Partner Building Ope ratives, LAd., 

Sunbury moe oa oe «. 52,300 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham ... 52,201 
Eden Residential Construction Co., Ltd., 

East Molesey ‘ es ... 49,878 
tE. J. G: a Ltd., Uxbridge a 49,151 
Heston and Isleworth.—Erection of 23 houses on 
the Woodfield-rd. housing estate. for BC :— 

M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham . £38,134 
Wesley Builders, Ltd., f{ondon. NW10 _.. 334 
Hoad & Son, Ltd., North Wembley ... ... 39% 
Fiowitt & Co,, Lid., London, SW19 . . 64 
G. Wood, Ltd., London, We . 3.337 
T. Ringham & Co., London, SW19 ... 33,116 
R. F. Warry, ‘Lid., Peithans a . 2708 
Arthur Watson, iLtd., Hounslow ? os Geen 


= ling & Son (Builders), Ltd.. Sunbury . W727 
. L. Williams, Ltd., Southall .-- 29,984 
eet Miller & Co., Tid., Hounslow ... 29,965 
tBuiiding & Public ‘Works Construction Co., 
Ltd., Swindon si ois 29 
E. J. G. Morgan, Lid.. Uxbridge ee 29,364 
Houghton-le-Spring. —Erection of 44 houses on the 
Fence Houses estate, for UDC. Surveyor, W. H. 
Smith: *Direct Labour, £47.476. 
Houghton-le-Spring.—Erection of 50 houses on the 
Barnwell estate, for UDC. Surveyor, W. H. Smith: 
*Direct Labour. £63,241. 
Houghton-le-Spring.— Erection of a long-stay 
children’s home on the Fence Honses estate, for 
Durham OC: *UDC’s Direct Labour organisation. 


AYGEE wo. 


GLASS & GLAZING DIVISION 


announce 


that Midlands Contracts 

are now being carried 

out under supervision of 
their 


BIRMINGHAM 
OFFICE & WORKS 








All Enquiries for 
MIDLAND AREA 


to 
AYGEE LID. 
CITY WHARF 


BREWERY STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 6 


England's Largest Glazing Contractors 
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Lambeth.—Erection of 6 dwellings on site No. 54 
Nos, 37, 37a, 39 and 3a, St. ae for BO. 


a "J. Gleeson (Contractors), léd. ... £13,907 
Jones & Feasey, Ltd. ‘eis aie ... 12,00 
Clarke Barton & Co., Yee is --» 12,076 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd... a Sa oe 
F. T. Wooding & Sone, Lid. re ie .. 11,44 
J. A. Dumayne “we Lid. -- 1114 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbiedon), Ltd... + 21,108 
gy 7 FS Ltd. h iltingt< m2 : 

ouses, Lillington estate, for 
BC: tFred Hocking & Sons, Lid., 304, Stoney Stan- 


ton-rd., Coventry. 

Leeds.—First instalment proposed College of 
Technology, for EC: tHiggs & Hill, Lid., BS, St. 
Paul’s-st., Leeds 1, £25,281. 

Liverpool. —Worke for City Council :-—12 flats and 
one pair of houses at Dailas-gr.: *R. Costain & 
Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Barlows-la., Fazakerley, 


Liverpool, £28,560 ; 81 dwellings at Star-st.: “Direct 
Labour, £127,500; 59 flats at Gorest.: ‘Direct 
Labour, £103 840, "22 flats and 14 shops, assembly 


hall and 100 garages at Croxteth csthie *Unit 
Construction ‘ Speke Boulevard Liver- 

901 19, £78,195; réinstatement af * a” rowers,” 

elvidere-rd.: *Woodend oe 232, 
Rice-ia., Liverpool 9, £4,900; fa ily group ho ine at 
Sparrow Hal! estate: *Netherton Building & Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., 150, Sandy-la., Seaforth, Liver- 
pool 21, £4,101; family group home at Croxteth 
(part 2) estate: *Unit Construction Co., Litd., 

entham-dr., Livenpool 16, £4,088. 

Externa! painting contracts :—312 houses, Knotty 
Ash estate; 145 houses and flats, Woolton estate ; 
489 bungalows, Belle Vue estate; 827 houses, Norris 
Green estate; and 45 houses and flats, Springwood 
estate: “George Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
91, Everton-rd., Liverpool 6, £3,186, £1,515, £7,310, 


£8,580, and £3,553, respectively. 3%67 houses at 
Fazakerley ee: ‘a & Hughes, Lid., 47, 
men's ig) as 5, 


3,763. 
Air Mhaoete wy) ~~ ee recently placed 
to value * £500 or over :— 

Building work: Haymills ig mg lid., 
London, W6; Espey & ©o., esham, Wores. 
General. maintenance work: Suleeal Turtle, Lid., 
Ballymena, Northern Ireland; A. J. Dunning & 
Sons (Weyhill), Lid., Weyhill, nr. Andover, Hants. 
Electrical installation services: Holliday Hall & 
Stinson, Ltd., London, SW12. 

London (British Railways).—The Eastern Region 
of British Railways announce that the undermen- 
tioned contract has now been placed :—Reconstruc- 
tion of the station and widening of the lines at 
Potters Bar: *M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 
London-rd., North Cheam, Surrey. : 

{London Le ag Ne icentg let by MOW during 
fortnight ended April 19: 

London; Faraday- bids. Queen Victoria-st., EC4, 
external decorations, £, Troy & Co, Lid, 131, 
Great Suffolk-st., SE; Rook. Peckham, SE15, 
alterations to form BPO, Flowitt & Co., Lid., 16 
Merton High-st., 8. Wimbledon, SW19; St. James's 
Park, Hyde Park and Grom Park, temporary lava- 
tories, etc.. Higgs & Hill, Crown Works, 
South Lambeth-rd., SW8. East Pickles HM Coast- 
guard Station, Dunbar, conversion of existing 
houses, George Cunningham, Bayswetl-rd., 
Dunbar. Lancashire: M/ Labour, Rensham Hall, 
Rensham‘st., Liverpool, internal decorations, Geo. 
Jones & Son “oe Lid., 91, Everton- 
a Liverpool, Grosge over Sands, erection of 

UATE, onan Mb Bros. (Bidrs., Lancaster), Ltd., 
Bulk-rd., Lancaster. 

Staffordshire: Tipton TE, extension, John Bowen 
& Sons, Ltd., George-st., Balsall Heath, Birming- 
ham, 12. Surrey : New Addington, erection of TE, 
Grace & Marsh, Newbridge Works, Waddon, 
Croydon. Wiltshire: Bemerton Heath, Salisbury, 
— of 64 houses and ancillary works, Brazier 

Sons, Ltd., 303-5, Portsmouth-rd., Southampton. 
Yorkshire: HM Prison, Hedon-rd., ‘Hull, adapting 
existing houses into officers’ quarters, J. Mather & 
Son, Leads-rd., Stoneferry, Hull. Redcar, erection 
of TE, G. Dougili & Sons, Ltd., Chesnut-st., Dar- 
lington. M/Supply, Storage Depot, Melmerby, pre- 
aration and site works, for the erection of 1, 
3uckchurch suspension buildings, Higge & Hill, 
33, St. Paul’s-st., Leeds, 1. 

London (War Dept.). —Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended April 18 

Durham: Painting and decorating, F. Labbett £ 
Sons, Nottingham. Cumberland: Miscellaneous, 
Brown Fraser & Co., Lid., Glasgow. Flintshire : 
Roof repairs, Maurice Hill, Ltd., Havant. Berk- 
shire : ainting, The Decorative ‘Painting Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., Hounslow. Somersetshire : Balding. J. 
Standerwick & Sons, Ltd., Bridgwater. — 
shire : Building, Staverton Builders, Lid., 

London : Ventilating pot. The Air ia ‘oo 
Co., Ltd., London, N7. Kent : Roof repairs, William 
Dunk, Lid., Folkestone. leaders Painting, Fields, 
Ad., London, SW1. Kent : Painting and decorat- 
ing, George Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., Lon- 
dion, Wa. “Hertfordshire : Building work, Building 
Contractors (Luton), Ltd., Luton. London : Misce'- 
laneous, W. E. & 8S. Remph (Builders), Ltd.. Brom- 
ley. Essex : Pulsting. oe Sones (Contractors), 

Lid., London, Wi USSEX : inting, F. Labbett & 
Sons, Nottingham. 

.—Erection of (a) 56 houses and (b) 

houses on the Park End site, for T.C.: (a) 
"tare! (Builders), Lid., Stockton-on-Tees; (b) 

Rogers, North- rd., Middlesbrough. 

So caaie Gamepad of 408 flats and rele- 

vant site works forming the second general build- 
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ing contract for Hallfield. ‘*F. G. Minter, Ltd., 


£896,552 (after reductions). 





Prescot.—Erection of the Prescot and Huyton 
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FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


HAS BRANCHES AT 


BIRMINGHAM, COVENTRY, DUDLEY, 
LEICESTER, NUNEATON, 
SHREWSBURY, STOKE-ON-TRENT, 
WALSALL. 


Suslsstviousen':' £5:5.0 


YOU SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF THIS 

TRULY REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 

WHICH SPEAKS WITH THE VOICE OF 
OVER 10,000 MEMBERS 


Phone or write to: 
THE REGIONAL SECRETARY 
COLERIDGE CHAMBERS 
177, CORPORATION STREET 


BIRMINGHAM, 4 
Tel.: Central 3855 























THE BUILDER 


*A. McColl & 


girls’ gram. ech., for Lancs EC: 
Helens, Lanes, 


Sons, Ltd., Cambridge-rd., St. 
£99,985 

St. Marylebone.—Erection of 42 flats in Block 8 
on the tovnshens estate, for BC: tH. Richardson 
& Sons, Ltd., of Erith, £80,187. (Subject to modifi 
cations.) 

St. Marylebone.—-Erection of 34 flats at the junc- 
tion of Abercorn-pl. and Hamilton-ter., for BC: TH. 
Fairweather & Co., Ltd.. of Hyde Works, St 
James-la., N16, £89,542. (Subject to modifications.) 

St. Pancras.—Erec = n of 48 flatlete for old people 

aC. 


at Oseney+reé., Tor 





tichard Costain, Ltd : ... £88,377 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd. ... oli ... 94,012 
Dove Bros., Ltd ; : 83.346 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. . See -.. Oo,0al 
Harry Neai, Ltd : es ane ... 61,068 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. : : : 80.910 
*Building Department ; nae . 80,855 


St. Pancras.—Erection of 6 maisonettes and 6 
shops at the Regent’s Park area “A’”’ (Stanhope- 
par.) and 16 flats and 1 shop at the Clarence-way 
Blocks E & F) housing scheme for BC. *Tersons, 
Lid., £28429 and £38,959. 

Southport. —Erection of eight shops with maison- 
ettes over on the Heathfield-rd. housing site, for 
TC: tFred Buck & Sons, Ltd.. Southport, £36,188. 

Stockport. Erection of 24 houses, Cana! Bridge 
Farm estate, for T.C.: TH. S. Doran, Carnforth-rd., 
Heaton Moor, £29 245 i 

Swindon.—68 houses, Penhili thousing estate, for 
BC. J. L. Morgan, ARIBA, AMTPI, FRICS, Boro’ 


A 
E. H. Bradley & Sons, Ad. Swindon 


.. £103,337 

Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup . 100,412 
R. J. Leighfield & Sons, ‘Ltd., Swindon ... 93,811 
Cc. & K. Blackwell, Swindon ... wa ... 89,639 
W ain Bros., Strat ton dee nad ok ‘ 87,753 
i. Lister, wart agdon nit oe a ... 86,829 


i, as aa 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE ee aa ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 















Boyle's -.rsst,- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2679 














May 1 1953 


*William Croft & Co., Manchester-rd., 
Swindon ree 43 
(Subject to MOH & La approval ) 
Wallasey.—Rebuilding church school rooms on 
land adjo:ming Princess-rd., for Liscard Congrega- 
tional Church, Rake-la.: “Tysons (Contractors) 
Ltd., ‘Drvden-st. Liverpoo] 6. 3 
*Warwick.—Six shops and 12 flats, Shakespe: are- 

ave., for BC. 

Sayce Bros. & Co., Leamington Spa... £27 043 
Coleman & Tyas, Ltd., Bidtord-on- Avon. 

Warwickshire ; % 
Clarke Bros., Leamington Spa... ‘a . 2301 
Edgar Crowder, Ltd., Birmingham 2 
*S. G. Marsh, 38, Coppice-rd., Moseley, Bir- 

mingham, 13 25,232 

bos —Eight houses at North Crost, for RDO. 
s Balch, AMIMunE, MRSanI, E&S. Quanti 
by Veuniaa & Hope: *Walter Slade & Co.. Road. 
water, Watchet, £10,055. 

Worsley.—144 dwellings at Hil! Top (Sh me.) 
site, Walkden, for U Architect, H. H. 
FRIBA, Manchester, L. T. Broom MIM. 
LRIBA. E&S. Quantities by Surveyor’s Dept 
*G. J. Seddon, Ltd., 3, Manchester-rd. West, Little 
Hulton, Walkden, £173,568. 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


once used - always used 











i s>) 9 @) i440 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597 
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BUILDERS 
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Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
“8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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